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Monday, April 3, 2017 

World Turns Blind Eye to Yemen’s Civil War, Rohingya Refugees and South Sudan’s Famine 

By Larry Luxner 

With world headlines focused on North Korea’s nuclear tests, 
Russia’s ties to the Trump administration and landmark 
elections in France, it’s easy to forget about three ethnic 
conflicts that show no sign of going away in 2017. 

The ongoing civil war in Yemen, the continuing massacre of 
Rohingya Muslim refugees in Myanmar and escalating 
bloodshed in South Sudan — the world’s newest country — 
add new dimensions of suffering to what the United Nations 
is already calling the worst humanitarian crisis it’s seen in 
decades. 

MYANMAR 

Tucked into a forgotten corner of South Asia, the Rohingya 
Muslim minority of Myanmar (formerly Burma) face a large-scale 
military and police crackdown that has left hundreds dead and 
sent tens of thousands of desperate refugees fleeing across the 
border to Bangladesh. Another 120,000 languish in camps that 
resemble detention centers since a wave of inter-ethnic violence 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine state drove them from their homes five 
years ago. 

About 1 million Rohingyas live in Myanmar, a predominantly 
Buddhist nation of 54 million. Yet they’re officially stateless — 
and are not considered one of the 135 ethnic groups officially 
recognized by the government in Yangon (formerly Rangoon). In 
fact, the regime considers the Rohingyas undocumented 
immigrants from Bangladesh, and therefore ineligible for 
citizenship. (Bangladesh denies them citizenship as well.) 

“While a previous Myanmar government stripped the Rohingya 
of a path to full citizenship in 1982, in more recent years, the 
plight of the Rohingya has gone from bad to worse,” Debra 
Eisenman, executive director of the Asia Society Policy Institute 
and a leader in ASPI’s Myanmar Initiative, wrote in a Feb. 
24 brief. 

In 2015, then-President Thein Sein effectively revoked the 
Rohingyas’ newly gained right to vote following pressure from 
Buddhist ultra-nationalists. And in Myanmar’s 2015 elections, not 
a single parliamentary candidate was of the Muslim faith. 

Following an armed attack against border guards last October in 
Myanmar’s western state of Rakhine, authorities raided 
Rohingya villages and sparked a mass exodus of Rohingya. 
ASPI estimates that 65,000 to 100,000 refugees have fled to the 
relative safety (but squalor) of Bangladesh since then; others 
have attempted to reach Malaysia, Thailand and even Indonesia, 
where they similarly face hostile conditions. 

In December, 11 Nobel Peace Prize winners and a dozen other 
prominent people — writing in an open letter — called the 
crackdown “ethnic cleansing,” while Malaysian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak went even farther, labeling it “genocide” and calling 
the current situation an “insult to Islam.” 

“I will not close my eyes and shut my mouth,” Razak declared at 
a protest rally in Kuala Lumpur. “We must defend [Rohingyas] 
not just because they are of the same faith, but because they 
are humans. Their lives have value.” 

One person who hasn’t said much at all on the plight of the 
Rohingya is Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s de facto leader and 
its iconic former political prisoner. 

“In recent years, she’s been fairly quiet on the Rohingya, in a 
way that’s been surprising for a lot of people,” said ASPI’s 
Eisenman. “She’s also said at times that the international 
community has made too big of a deal out of the issue — 
creating problems at a level that didn’t exist. However, she 
established a commission last August, led by Kofi Annan, to 
review and create dialogue on solutions to ethnic conflict in 
Rakhine state. I think the U.N. report detailed something of a 
different magnitude, and she has vowed to investigate what is 
happening. But it remains to be seen who will investigate.” 

That U.N. report accused Myanmar’s army and police officers of 
committing mass killings, torture and gang rapes that could 
amount to crimes against humanity, but so far the international 
community has resisted calls for an independent investigation. 

Daniel Russel, the U.S. assistant secretary of state for East 
Asian and Pacific affairs, warned recently that the escalation of 
violence could incite jihadist extremism in Myanmar. 

“If mishandled, Rakhine state could be infected and infested by 
jihadism, which already plagues neighboring Bangladesh and 
other countries,” Russel told VOA News. 

But Priscilla Clapp, who was U.S. chief of mission in Myanmar 
from 1999 to 2002 and is now a senior advisor at the U.S. 
Institute of Peace, said she objects to extreme words like 
genocide, holocaust, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 
humanity, “because that is not what this is. This is not 
Yugoslavia.” 

Many groups on both sides of the conflict are working “very 
quietly” in Myanmar to resolve it, Clapp recently told a reporter 
for Claremont McKenna College’s website. 

“An international response that consists primarily of assigning 
blame for this humanitarian tragedy is no longer tenable,” she 
said, noting that the conflict has an extremely complicated and 
nuanced history. 

She added that while the sizable Rohingya diaspora has been 
very active in raising awareness of the problem, they don’t 
necessarily speak for the Rohingya actually living in Rakhine, 
“which makes it difficult to identify the starting point for solutions 
to this problem.” 

At the same time, however, journalists are banned from the 
area, so it’s nearly impossible to speak to Rohingya on the 
ground or verify reports of rapes and killings by Myanmar’s 
soldiers. 

“The best way to prove or disprove allegations of rights abuses 
is to allow independent media to probe the accusations,” said 
Shawn Crispin, senior Southeast Asia representative for the 
New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists. “If the 
government truly has nothing to hide, then there is no need to 
restrict media access to the areas in question in northern 
Rakhine state.”

http://www.washdiplomat.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15159:world-turns-blind-eye-to-yemens-civil-war-rohingya-refugees-and-south-sudans-famine&catid=1556&Itemid=428
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/myanmar-rohingya-leave-camps-170316152518296.html
http://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/myanmar
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/explainer-whats-happening-myanmars-rohingya-muslims?utm_source=Asia+Society&utm_campaign=2c233e2826-eNews_170228&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_de00ad8d9d-2c233e2826-170698457&mc_cid=2c233e2826&mc_eid=85c1337536
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/explainer-whats-happening-myanmars-rohingya-muslims?utm_source=Asia+Society&utm_campaign=2c233e2826-eNews_170228&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_de00ad8d9d-2c233e2826-170698457&mc_cid=2c233e2826&mc_eid=85c1337536
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/genocide-of-rohingya-burma-aung-san-suu-kyi-malaysian-pm-najib-razak-leads-protest-against-a7454656.html
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/MM/FlashReport3Feb2017.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-un-idUSKBN16F2F2
https://www.cmc.edu/keck-center/asia-experts-forum/priscilla-clapp-on-burma-ethnic-minorities
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Breaking: Myanmar Armed Forces Raid Rohingya Village in Northern Maungdaw 
By Anwar M.S.March 31, 2017 18:59 
 
Maungdaw — The Myanmar armed forces launched a surprise 
raid on a Rohingya village called ‘Dudan’ in Northern Maungdaw 
this morning and have detained at least one hundred villagers 
since then, according to the reliable sources. 
Approximately 1,000 members of the Myanmar military and Border 
Guard Police (BGP) jointly began to round up the village of ‘Dudan’ 
locally known as ‘Ludain’ at around 10:00 AM and arbitrarily detained 
more than 100 people in the village’s school. 
While the raids are still going on, the villagers detained are being 
interrogated with at least two people reported to have been arrested thus 
far. They are: 
 
1) Idiris (20), s/o Mohammed Hakim  
2) Auli Ullah (35), s/o Sayed Amin 
 
“We don’t know why the military and the BGP are raiding our houses 
and detaining the villagers. It was all of a sudden. We couldn’t offer 
Friday prayer. We are really terrified”, said a villager while fleeing to 
escape the arrests by the military. 
The exact numbers of the arrestees can not be verified from any 
sources at the moment and two people have been released from 
being held. 
No harassments or molestations of the Rohingya women by the 
Myanmar armed forces have been reported yet. 

 
 
[Edited by M.S. Anwar] 
___________________________ 
Update (6:00 pm Myanmar Time): The Myanmar Military and the 
BGP retreated from the village at around 5:00 pm. 12 villagers were 
reported to have been arrested and taken away by the armed forces. 
Some of the victims are: 
 

1) Mohammed Ullah (50),  s/o Mohammed,  

2)  Idir is  (20),  s/o Mohammed Hakim (20) ,  

3)  Farid s/o Zakar iya  

4)  Rafiq  s/o Zakariya  

5)  Sal im s/o Zakar iya (3 ,4 and 5 are brothers  from a same 

family)  

6)  I l iyas  (25),  s/o Mohammed Ullah  

7)  Mv. Hussain  

8)  Yaasin  

9)  Ibadul lah  

And Auli Ullah (35), s/o Sayed Amin has been released. 
Locals believe the raid was conducted in relation with the Rohingya 
youth that has gone missing recently. 

 http://editorials.voa.gov/a/human-rights-in-burma-2016/3791390.html 

 

Human Rights in Burma 2016 
March 31, 2017 

     

FILE - The ruins of a market that was set on fire are seen at a Rohingya 
village outside Maugndaw in Rakhine state, Myanmar, Oct. 27, 2016. 

When it comes to human rights, Burma has made historic progress 
since 2011, but significant challenges remain. 

When it comes to human rights, Burma has made historic progress 
since 2011, but significant challenges remain. 

In April of last year, following a peaceful and competitive election, 
the National League for Democracy, the then-opposition party 
chaired by former political prisoner Aung San Suu Kyi, began its five-
year term in government. 

The new government promptly released hundreds of political 
prisoners and relaxed a number of the laws restricting civil society. 
However, the Constitution continues to guarantee the military 25% of 
parliamentary seats, and requires the military to appoint the leaders 
of the Ministries of Defense, Border Affairs, and Home Affairs, the 
latter of which controls the police, prisons, and sub-national 
governance. 

Furthermore, some provisions of Burmese laws, such as provisions 
of the Telecommunications Act restricting freedom of speech, do not 
comport with international standards of democracy and human 
rights. 

According to the Human Rights Reports for 2016 recently issued by 
the State Department, the three leading human rights problems in 
Burma were human rights violations in ethnic minority areas affected 
by conflict; restrictions on freedoms of speech; and abuses and 
restrictions against the Rohingya population. 

Laws that have historically been used to criminalize free speech -- 
especially against the military -- and peaceful assembly remain in 
force and have been applied in some cases. 

In 2016, security forces were reported to have committed serious 
abuses, including extrajudicial killings, torture, sexual violence, 
forced recruitment, and destruction of property. 

In addition to these abuses, the government continued to deny 
citizenship to the Rohingya ethnic minority. This resulted in 
additional human rights violations, including restrictions on 
movement, limitations on access to health care, livelihood, shelter, 
and education, arbitrary arrests and detention, and forced labor. 

In October and November 2016, security forces responded to violent 
attacks against Border Guard Police posts with “clearance 
operations” that are alleged to have included killings, enforced 
disappearances, torture, sexual violence, and other abuses, 
resulting in the displacement of at least 100,000 Rohingya. 

While the government took limited action to punish some police 
officers responsible for abuses, many government and security 
officials continued to act with impunity. 

Promoting human rights and democratic governance is a core 
element of U.S. foreign policy, said U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson. The Human Rights Reports demonstrate the United States’ 
unwavering commitment to advancing liberty, human dignity, and 
global prosperity around the world, including in Burma. 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/breaking-myanmar-armed-forces-raid-rohingya-village-northern-maungdaw/
http://editorials.voa.gov/a/human-rights-in-burma-2016/3791390.html
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Aung San Suu Kyi says she 'could step down' as Burma leader 

Burmese State Counsellor criticises UN human rights probe as 'not suitable' 

• Ben Kentish 

 
Aung San Suu Kyi said she would step down if Burmese people 
thought her "best effort is not enough for them" Getty Images 

Aung San Suu Kyi has said she will step down as leader of Burma if 
the public decide she is not doing a good enough job. 

The Burmese State Counsellor also rejected the United Nation's 
(UN) decision to launch a fact-finding operation to investigate 
alleged human rights abuses in the country.  

Speaking on state-run television during her State of the Union 
address marking one year since she took office, Ms San Suu Kyi 
said she would resign if her “best effort is not enough”. 

“I have said since the beginning that I would try my best,” she said, 
according to The Irrawady. “If people think my best effort is not 
enough for them and if there are any other persons or organisations 
who can do better than us, we are ready to step back.” 

“The peace process is not easy, but we have a lot of hope…On the 
road to peace, sometimes we move forward, or stop for a while or 
we may even step back a little. But we clearly know our goal and we 
will move forward to achieve it.” 

The State Counsellor criticised UN efforts to send a fact-finding 
mission to Burma to investigate allegations of violence against the 
country’s Rohingya Muslim minority.  

The UN-backed Human Rights Council announced last week that it 
would “dispatch urgently” a team to investigate alleged abuses by 
the Burmese military.  

"We value the support, help and sympathy of our friends around the 
world, in our efforts toward peace and national reconciliation”, Ms 
San Suu Kyi said. “But we must work ourselves for our country’s 
responsibilities, because we are the ones who best understand what 
our country needs.” 

“We don’t accept [the UN’s] decision as it is not suitable for the 
situation of our country. It does not mean we disrespect the UN." 

In pictures: Burma migrants abandoned at sea

     
1/8 Myanmar migrants Rohingya migrants swim to collect food supplies 
dropped by a Thai army helicopter after they jumped from a boat (R) drifting in 
Thai waters off the southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea 

2/8 Myanmar migrants Rohingya migrants pass food supplies dropped by a Thai army 
helicopter to others aboard a boat drifting in Thai waters off the southern island of Koh Lipe 
in the Andaman sea 

     
3/8 Myanmar migrants A Rohingya migrant eats food dropped by a Thai army helicopter 
after he jumped to collect the supplies at sea from a boat drifting in Thai waters off the 
southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea. A boat crammed with scores of Rohingya 
migrants, including many young children, was found drifting in Thai waters, with passengers 
saying several people had died over the last few days 

             
4/8 Myanmar migrantsRohingya migrants stand and sit on a boat drifting in Thai waters off 
the southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea 

               
5/8 Myanmar migrantsRohingya migrants stand and sit on a boat drifting in Thai waters off 
the southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea 

  
6/8 Myanmar migrantsA Rohingya migrant eats food dropped by a Thai army helicopter 
after he jumped to collect supplies at sea from a boat drifting in Thai waters off the southern 
island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/aung-san-suu-kyi-step-down-burma-myanmar-rohingya-un-human-rights-council-a7661011.html#gallery
http://www.independent.co.uk/author/ben-kentish
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7/8 Myanmar migrants Rohingya migrants bring back food supplies dropped by a Thai army 
helicopter after jumping to collect them at sea from a boat drifting in Thai waters off the 
southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea 

                                                                              
8/8 Myanmar migrantsA Rohingya migrant woman holding a child cries as she stands on a 
boat drifting in Thai waters off the southern island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman sea 

The Rohingya have long faced discrimination in Burma but violence 
intensified last October when the army launched new operations 
against the minority group following the killing of nine border guards 
in Rohingya areas.  

Human rights organisations claim soldiers and security forces have 
killed and raped civilians, destroyed villages and made thousands of 
people homeless. More than 75,000 Rohingya have reportedly fled 
to Bangladesh. 

Government officials insist the reports are "exaggerated". The 
country's own investigation has denied allegations of rape, but is 
looking into the other claims. 

Yanghee Le, the UN human rights office’s special rapporteur for 
Burma, said earlier this month that the situation is “currently worse 
than at any point in the last few years”. 

She expressed disappointment that the Human Rights Council was 
only sending a fact-finding operation and not a full commission of 
inquiry. 

 

http://dailysignal.com/2017/03/31/un-takes-a-key-step-to-address-humanitarian-crisis-in-burma/ 

 

UN Takes a Key Step to Address Humanitarian Crisis in Burma 

Olivia Enos March 31, 2017 

The humanitarian crisis in Rakhine State is worsening each day. (Photo: Soe 
Zeya Tun/Reuters/Newscom) 

The United Nations approved a resolution on March 24 authorizing 
a fact-finding mission into human rights violations in Burma. The 
resolution is the most serious intervention thus far in Rakhine State, 
where the majority of the 1.2 million Rohingya Muslim population 
resides. 

The resolution, adopted by consensus, addresses a wide range of 
human rights concerns. 

For one thing, it urges the Burmese government to continue its 
efforts to eliminate statelessness and institutionalized discrimination 
against members of ethnic and religious minorities, including the 
Rohingya minority. It also calls upon the government to amend or 
repeal all discriminatory legislation and policies, and takes measures 
to ensure a safe return of all internally displaced people and 
refugees. 

In light of the severe human rights crisis faced by Rohingya 
displaced in Rakhine, the resolution marks a major step toward 
securing fundamental rights, such as citizenship and freedom of 
movement. 

Human Rights Watch estimates that nearly 1 million 
internally displaced Rohingya are currently living in 
squalid, prison-like conditions in camps within Sittwe, 
the second poorest state in Burma, where their 

movements are restricted and the access to livelihoods 
is limited. 

The resolution also authorized the president of the UN Human 
Rights Council to dispatch an independent, international fact-finding 
mission. The investigation will examine allegations of arbitrary 
detention, torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence, and 
destruction of property by Burmese security forces to ensure “full 
accountability for perpetrators and justice for victims.” 

The resolution was introduced after UN Special Rapporteur, 
Yanghee Lee, called for a “prompt, thorough, independent, and 
impartial” international investigation into the crimes against humanity 
allegedly committed by the Myanmar government against 
the Rohingya Muslims. 

Researchers at The Heritage Foundation have repeatedly called on 
Burma to recognize Rohingya as citizens. 

“The U.S. should encourage Burma to recognize Rohingya and other 
displaced minorities as citizens”, urged the report. “…If Burma seeks 
to improve its record on human rights and religious liberty, it should 
guarantee that minority populations enjoy the same legal protections 
as all other citizens of Burma.” 

In spite of Burma’s recent turn toward reform, it goes without saying 
that there is still a long road ahead. 

To this point, the Burmese government failed dismally to act on 
recommendations to seek UN assistance for an investigation into 
violence against Rohingya, let alone carry out a credible 
investigation of its own. 

The result is clear: the humanitarian crisis in Rakhine State is 
worsening each day. For all the pressure the resolution is bound to 
put on Aung San Suu Kyi’s government, further attention and action 
is crucial to ensure tangible changes are made. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-un-rohingya-muslims-crimes-against-humanity-united-nations-exaggerated-claims-aung-san-suu-kyi-a7622331.html
http://dailysignal.com/2017/03/31/un-takes-a-key-step-to-address-humanitarian-crisis-in-burma/
http://dailysignal.com/author/olivia-snow/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/24/burma-un-takes-key-step-justice
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/17/us-call-burma-cease-persecution-rohingya
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/17/us-call-burma-cease-persecution-rohingya
http://insidestory.org.au/myanmar-and-the-rohingya-the-case-for-quiet-diplomacy
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/24/burma-un-takes-key-step-justice
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/34/L.8/Rev.1
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2017/03/no-stone-should-be-left-unturned-in-myanmar-violence-probe-un-expert/#.WN0kB00zVQU
http://www.heritage.org/asia/report/us-should-not-stand-while-government-burma-undermines-religious-liberty
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/24/human-rights-council-should-adopt-strong-resolution-human-rights-situation-myanmar


 

6 

http://www.maungzarni.net/2017/03/rohingya-resistance-media-is-bigging-it.html 

 

"Rohingya Resistance": The media is "bigging it up", without analysis or insights 

Friday, March 31, 2017  Opinion, Rohingya 

 

 
Ata Ullah, who has been identified by analysts and local people as the leader of Rohingya 
Muslim insurgency Arakan Rohingya Salvation, is seen on a laptop screen during a Skype 
interview with Reuters in Yangon Myanmar, in this still image taken  from video taken March 
31, 2017. via REUTERS TV  

 
For the mass media is now bigging up Rohingya Resistance, but it 
isn't telling you anything I consider intelligent, analytical, researched 
or factual.  
 
1) Did #Myanmar army want the attacks on its border posts on 9 
October? 
 
Now that the dust has settled, I will answer this in resounding YES.  
 
Hundreds of poorly armed #Rohingya men were allowed by the 
central command to attack 3 hard-military targets, thru 24/7 
checkpoints. 
 
(Conversely, in Meikhtila in March 2013, the Central Command 
allowed the town's Muslims to be slaughtered - over 500, according to 
the local researchers who were also eye-witnesses to the slaughter - 
by issuing absolutely NO ORDER to do anything while the slaughter 
raged on the whole night).  
 
FACT - straight from the horse's mouth: 
 
"We can't turn on the lights at night. We can't move from one place to 
another during the day too. Everywhere checkpoints. That is not the 
way human beings live." 
 
- Ata Ullah, Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army,  
 
SOURCE:  
 
Exclusive - Rohingya rebel leader challenges Myanmar's Suu Kyi, 
vows to fight on,  
 
Mar 31, 2017 | 6:30pm BST 
 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-exclusive-uk-myanmar-rohingya-
intervi-idUKKBN1722GX 
 
2) Ata Ullah was correct in stating the impossibility of moving from 
Point A to Point B.  
 
Here is the report on the system of checkpoints by Physicians for 
Human Rights: 
 
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/myanmar-rakhine-
state.html?referrer=https://uk.search.yahoo.com/ 
 
"As part of the report, PHR’s investigators documented and mapped 
a network of 86 security checkpoints scattered across northern 
Rakhine State, where Rohingyas are routinely forced to pay bribes or 
face jail time and other types of brutality at the hands of security 
forces. Many Rohingyas told PHR that they often avoided seeking 
advanced medical care because of their fear of passing through 
checkpoints and suffering the consequent abuse and humiliation. 
 

In addition to the system of checkpoints, PHR gathered evidence of 
raids and a pervasive surveillance system in Rohingya-populated 
areas, as well as instances of forced labor and arbitrary detention and 
fines. These include onerous fees that Rohingyas must pay to leave 
their villages, register fishing nets, fix their homes – even slaughter 
their own animals." 
 
3) Given the aforementioned background, it is utterly inconceivable 
that Ata and his several hundred men reportedly "carrying sticks, 
spears and a few homemade guns" from their rendezvous to 3 
strategically located border guard posts and were able to launch their 
ambushes - WITHOUT HAVING BEEN NOTICED BY THE 
EXTENSIVE SURVEILLANCE NETWORKS of Rohingya informers, 
Rakhine local security units and civil administration, military and other 
interagency intelligence network put in place by Myanmar Ministry of 
Defence.  
 
4) Why would the Burmese military allow the attacks to take place - if 
indeed they were well-aware of Ata and his "Rohingya Salvation" 
activities? 
 
One word: PRETEXT  
 
Pretext for accelerated persecution and destruction of Rohingya 
communities.  
 
#Myanmar's balace-sheet:  
 
9 police officers dead  
 
vs  
 
1) locked down entire webs of villages which effectively blocked vital 
humanitarian assistance including food provision to literally thousands 
of Rohingya families 
 
2) destroyed food systems  
 
3) torched 1,000+ homes (or more) 
 
4) executed 1,000 Rohingya men  
 
5) rounded up and kept in captivity un-known - but estimated hundred 
 
6) cleansed Northern Rakhine state of 75,000 Rohingya (into 
Bangladesh)  
 
7) rendered 10,000-20,000 Rohingya permanently homeless, 
property-less, farm-less  
 
5) Why would Myanmar Central Command allow 9 police men 
manned 3 border guard posts to be killed - if it knew that several 
hundred Rohingya men - armed with farm tools (sticks, spears, 
swords and a few homemade weapons) were on their way to slit the 
police's throats? 
 
Why would the generals NOT sacrifice their men?  
 
After all, these generals have sacrificed hundrends - if not thousands 
- of Infantry troops mowed down and blown up on land mines in the 
battles against the Kachin Independence Army in Northern Burma in 
the last 6 years?  
 
Besides, in the hierarchy of prestige, power and life's worth police are 
at the very bottom. The generals may view their house pets more 
valuable and worth than the life of a police.  
 
In the war against Kachins, the most prestigious Defence Services 
Academy graduates get slaughtered routinely by the Kachin 
Independence Army and its allies.

 

 

http://www.maungzarni.net/2017/03/rohingya-resistance-media-is-bigging-it.html
http://www.maungzarni.net/2017/03/rohingya-resistance-media-is-bigging-it.html
http://www.maungzarni.net/search/label/Opinion
http://www.maungzarni.net/search/label/Rohingya
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-exclusive-uk-myanmar-rohingya-intervi-idUKKBN1722GX
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-exclusive-uk-myanmar-rohingya-intervi-idUKKBN1722GX
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/myanmar-rakhine-state.html?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.search.yahoo.com%2F
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/myanmar-rakhine-state.html?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.search.yahoo.com%2F
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By-elections to test Aung San Suu Kyi's popularity 

Saturday's elections are the first since the country voted Aung San Suu Kyi's NLD into office in 2016.01 Apr 

2017 06:37 GMT 

 
The by-elections will fill 19 vacant seats in the national and regional parliaments [EPA] 

Voting in Myanmar's by-elections is under way in a first test of the 
popularity of Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) 
since it formed the government a year ago 

Saturday marks the first time the country has gone to polls since NLD 
swept to power, in an early indication of views on her leadership amid 
increased fighting with armed ethnic groups and slower economic growth. 

Hundreds of voters lined up outside polling stations on the outskirts of 
Myanmar's commercial capital Yangon, though the scene lacked the 
fanfare and enthusiasm that marked the historic 2015 polls.  

The by-elections will fill 19 vacant seats in the national and regional 
parliaments at a time when Suu Kyi is struggling to match the sky-high 
expectations.  

In a televised address earlier this week, she acknowledged the public's 
frustration with the slow pace of reforms and development. 

But she also reiterated her top priority of ending the ethnic conflicts that 
have kept Myanmar in a state of near-perpetual civil war. 

While the outcome of the by-elections will not affect the balance of power 
within the parliament where the NLD enjoys a large majority, it offers a 
chance to gauge the popularity of the administration in a country where 
nationwide public polls are not available. 

Win Htein, one of the NLD's top leaders, said the party faced language 
barriers and problems with armed groups in the Shan state districts being 
contested. Fighting in some of those areas has intensified in recent 
months. 

"We are still improving in Shan state. The local people don't understand 
Burmese, so we have to translate our policies into the Shan language," 
he said. 

Major rebel armies engaged in clashes with the military in areas including 
the Shan state have refused to actively participate in Suu Kyi's peace 
process. 

Several conflicts have reignited since Suu Kyi took office, displacing an 
estimated 160,000 more people, according to the UN. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Suu Kyi is also facing international criticism for 
her government's handling of a crisis in the Muslim-majority Rakhine 
region, where soldiers have blocked access for aid workers and are 
accused of raping and killing civilians. 

The UN Human Rights Council agreed to send a fact-finding 
mission to Myanmar to investigate alleged abuses by security forces 
against Rohingya Muslims.  

Tens of thousands of people have fled Rakhine since the military began a 
security operation last October in response to what it says was an attack 
by Rohingya armed men on border posts, in which nine police officers 
were killed.  

A February UN report said the operation targeting the Rohingya involved 
mass rapes and killings, possibly amounting to crimes against humanity. 

Over two million voters, less than five percent of the country's population, 
can vote in the by-elections where seats in eight states and regions 
across the country are up for grabs. 

The by-elections will fill seats largely vacated by incumbents who joined 
the government in ministerial posts. 

Some seats that were excluded from previous elections due to fighting 
with ethnic armed groups are also up for grabs. 

In strife-torn Rakhine State on Myanmar's western coastline, the party 
will face a strong challenge not only from the local ethnic minority Arakan 
National Party but also the military-backed USDP. 

The USDP led the transitional government that took over from the junta in 
2011, but was trounced in elections four years later that swept the NLD to 
power. 

To the south in Mon, the NLD is facing a backlash over the naming of a 
new bridge after Suu Kyi's father that many see as a symbol of the 
party's disregard for minorities.

 

Rape victims speak out in front of media groups in Maungdaw north  

Category: April 2017 ,Written by Kaladan News,Published: 01 April 2017 

Three raped Rohingya women spoke out in front of foreign and local 

journalists and demanded they were on March 31 in Maungdaw north and 

claimed Myanmar army and security forces raped three months ago, according 

to local villagers. 

BGB- MPF border conference begins in Dhaka 

Six-member delegation of Myanmar Police Force (MPF), consisting with high 

officials, arrived in Dhaka on April 1, 2017 morning to join a 6-day border 

conference with Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), according to a BGB 

statement. 

BGP uses forced labor in their camp  

Maungdaw, Arakan State: More than 70 Rohingya villagers of Khonzabill 

village have been arrested by  Burmese Border guard Police - BGP and forced 

them to cut forests and grasses in the camp compound since March 30, in 

Maungdaw south, Mohin from Maungdaw said. 

 

Uniforms, caps imported from Myanmar under false declaration 

Customs department has seized a consignment of clothes similar to the 

uniform of Myanmar Army along with other items at Teknaf land port in Cox's 

Bazar on March 30, according to Land port authority. 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/elections-test-aung-san-suu-kyi-popularity-170401051907341.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/myanmar-htin-kyaw-sworn-president-historic-power-shift-160330033342019.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/probe-alleged-crimes-rohingya-myanmar-170324113526685.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/probe-alleged-crimes-rohingya-myanmar-170324113526685.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/subjects/rohingya.html
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BREAKING NEWS: Roingya arbitrary arrest 
Doedan village, Maungdaw North 

1 April, 2017 
 
On March 31, 2017  at around 10:00 AM (Myanmar Time), the 
Myanmar military and Border Guard Police (BGP) jointly rounded 
up  Rohingya village ' Doedan' in Northern Maungdaw arbitrary 
detained  more than 100 villagers in the Doedan primary schoo.  
The two were reportedly arrested: 

1) Idiris (20), s/o Mohammed Hakim  

2) Auli Ullah (35), s/o Sayed Amin 

The villagers said that they have no idea why the military and the BGP 
are raiding our houses and detaining the villagers. It was all of a 
sudden. They couldn’t offer Friday prayer. They are really terrified”, 
said a villager while fleeing to escape the arrests by the military. 

At about 5:00 pm another 9 villagers are arrested  and Taken away 
with the Myanmar Military and BGP  

1) Mohammed Ullah (50), s/o Mohammed,  
2) Idiris (20), s/o Mohammed Hakim (20), 
3) Farid s/o Zakariya  
4) Rafiq s/o Zakariya 
5) Salim s/o Zakariya (3,4 and 5 are brothers from a same family) 
6) Iliyas (25), s/o Mohammed Ullah 
7) Mv. Hussain 
8) Yaasin 
9) Ibadullah 
 
According State Counsellor Aung San Suu's office in formation 
committee  facebook  the innocent villagers are alleged that they are 
the defendant of . 

 

 
 
State Counsellor Office Information Committee 

ောမာင္ောတာၿမိ ိဳ႕နယ္၌ မသကၤာာသ ူ(၁၁) ဥ ီးဖမ္ာီးမိ 

================================ 

ဧၿပ  ၁၊ ၂၀၁၇ 

ောမာင္ောတာၿမိ ိဳ႕နယ္ နယ္ောာ မ(၅) ဒိ ီးတန္ာီးောက ီးရ ာ၌ မတ္ ၃၁ ရက္ 

ေေနပိ င္ာီးတတင္ င ီးခူရနယ္ောာ မစခနာ္ီး လူောပ ာကအ မွတစဥ္ ၃/၂၀၁၇ အမ ႈႏာငွာ္   

ရာဇသတႀက ီးပ ဒမ ၃၀၂ အမ မွ မသကၤာာ တရာီးခံမ ာီး ောရာက္ ရိောေနၾကာင္ာီး 

သတငာ္ီးအရ လာံ ၿခံာိဳောရီးတပပဖြဲ႕၀ငမ ာီးမွ နယ္ောာ မရွငာ္ီးလင္ာီးခြဲ ရာ 

ောမာင္ောတာၿမိ ိဳ႕နယ္ သမ္ိောတာင္ောက ီးရ ာောန ဆိ ငကယက ယ္ ောမာငာ္ီးသ ူ

မာမတ္ောဖာာရ္  (၁၉)ာႈႏာစ္ွ ပ  (၁၃) ဥ ီးအာီး ဖမ္ာီးဆ ီးရမိခြဲ သေ္။ 

ဖမ္ာီးဆ ီးရမိသမူ ာီးသေ္ မတ္ ၁၂ ရက္ ေေန ၄ နာရ ခခြဲတတင္ ောမာင္ောတာၿမိ ိဳ႕ 

နယ္ စဥ္ောတာင္ောက ီးရ ာောန မာမတေ္ာရွာာဖ္ ီး (၂၁) ာႈႏာစ္ွ သေ္ ရ ာမွ 

တြကက္ာီးရာမွ ာ ပန္လေ္ောရာက္ ရိလာာ ခငာ္ီးအမ ႈႏာငွ္ာ   ဇန္န၀ ရ  ၂ ရက္ ေေန ၄ 

နာရ  ၁၅ မိနစ္စြင္ လငဘာက န္ာီးောက ီးရ ာောန ောတဆဒအူာမ မွာ တလန္္ြဲ  ောသာ ၅ 

ရကန္္႔က နနံက္ ၆ နာရ က င ီးစာၾက ီးောခ ာင္ာီး၌ င ီးရွာတသာီးရာမွ 

ရႊာ႕ံဗြကထ ြဲတတင္ လည္ပငာ္ီးလွ ီးာ ဖတ္ ဒဏ္္ာာ ဖင္ာ   ောသဆာံ ာီးောေနသာ 

အမ တိ ႔မွ ပ ၀ငပတ္က္ူမ ာီးာ ဖစ္ောၾကာငာ္ီး သရိသေ္ 

(ာႈႏာာိ ငငေံာတာငအတိ ငပင္ရံံာ ာီး သတင္ာီးြ တာ္ ပန္ောရီးောကာာ္မတ ) 

 

 

 

 
Kaladan News 

  

Nineteen Burmese nationals arrested at Bangladesh border 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 02 April 2017 

  

Nineteen Rohingya community of Burmese nationals were arrested from the entry point of Shapuri Dip by Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) on 

March 31, while entering the Bangladesh, Kamal Uddin, a local from Teknaf said. 

  

 

Villagers fear of BGP’s harassment at night in Maungdaw south 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 02 April 2017 

  

Burma Border Guard Police (BGP) go to Rohingya villages and disturbing various kinds of harassment without giving any reasons at night 

which made villagers not able to sleep, Hamidul Rahaman, an elder from Maungdaw south. 

https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/posts/709576235882152
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/MyanmarSCOInfoCom/photos/pcb.709576235882152/709576192548823/?type=3
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http://nation.com.pk/featured/03-Apr-2017/rohingya-muslims-meeting-the-world-s-most-persecuted-in-chennai 

 

Rohingya Muslims: Meeting world’s most persecuted in Chennai 

April 03, 2017, 11:38 am 

 

Surbhi Gupta 

For a long time, I associated Myanmar only with its military junta, the 
democracy crusader Aung San Suu Kyi and the Buddhist-majority 
population. My outlook changed when I read about the Rohingya 
Muslims, the atrocities faced by them, the attitude of Suu Kyi,and the 
tag of being the ‘most persecuted community in the world’. 

Even though I empathised with the community and advocated their 
cause during discussions on the Myanmar, which were rare, I had 
never thought I would get a chance to meet and interact with the 
refugees personally so soon. 

Training to be a journalist in the south Indian city of Chennai, a 
professor mentioned, during a lecture, that the United Nations 
Human Rights Council had set up a refugee camp for about a 
hundred Rohingya Muslims in one of the suburbs of the city. 

I had to visit them. 

 
The makeshift kitchen at the refugee camp 

Not only do they live without a global address, it was difficult to find 
their local address too. I won’t be surprised if one passes by the 
community hall without a second look. The only way to identify the 
camp was that it was bang opposite to the Government Primary 
Health Care Centre. 

As I entered the hall, I was welcomed with curious eyes of the 
women and kids came running toward me. The murky and blue 
building had many ‘rooms’ divided by walls made of tattered, useless 
clothes sewed together. But there were some lucky families to have 
durable plastic walls. 

Many have been living in the area since 2012 and were made to shift 
base from one place to other till the National Human Rights 
Commission pulled up the Tamil Nadu government and the present 
community hall became home for them and a refugee camp for us. 

When I asked a young and shy boy, Shahbad, about what made 
them leave home, he told me just one thing and ran away. “The 
Buddhists beat us, kill us, they rape our women.” Even though I 
knew through media reports that they were loathed by the majority, 
that one sentence made me freeze. They were forced to leave their 

homes after a bloody crackdown by the army in their home state of 
Rakhine. 

 
A child belonging to the Rohingya Muslim community at a refugee camp 
near Chennai 

An elder of the tribe Mohammad Rafiq explained the situation in 
detail. “They have emulated small kids with petrol and diesel, they 
burnt down our houses, and they even raped my own sister and 
mother. They took hundreds of our women to the hills and raped 
them. To save our lives and dignity, we have taken refuge in India.” 
Time and again, Rafiq praised India for giving them refuge. 

“Those who could run went to different countries. We managed to 
come to India,” said Taslima while waiting for the common tap to 
throw out water. That tap was the only source of water for them; 
water did not run in any of the taps in the washrooms. 

Later, Taslima brought her husband’s e-tablet; a cheap one but 
precious as it helped the refugees to stay connected with the latest 
news and incidents in Myanmar, especially Rakhine. A group of 
women surrounded me and talked about their experiences in 
excitement. They showed a series of heart-wrenching videos and 
photos of the atrocities committed against them by the military. While 
pointing to a video, she said, “Do you see these women? They all 
have been raped by the army.” 

“Look at this video! Last week, a pregnant woman was killed and her 
child was pulled out after piercing through her stomach,” said 
another. 

 
In one of the better rooms of the camp 

“Can you see this open drain? It is filled with bodies of our people. 
The Buddhists don’t like us, they want to kill us for our land,” said 
Imtiaz, a 23 year-old girl as she put her month old baby to sleep. 

After sometime I caught hold of the shy boy again, Shahbad, who 
told me that he first went to Bangladesh by boat with many others, 
but they weren’t allowed to stay there. So he went to Kolkata, the 
capital of West Bengal, and then went to Jammu, in North India. “I 
stayed there for 3-4 months in a shanty. I was a rag-picker there too. 
What other work will I get? I don’t know the language. Now, I am 
here.” 

The touts, no doubt help these people escape the atrocities, but they 
strip them off their savings. The boat journey from Myanmar to 
Bangladesh cost around 6-7 thousand Burmese kyats per person. 

http://nation.com.pk/featured/03-Apr-2017/rohingya-muslims-meeting-the-world-s-most-persecuted-in-chennai
http://nation.com.pk/Blogger/surbhi-gupta
http://nation.com.pk/
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Rafiq managed to flee with his family of five and paid about 40,000 
kyats to escape and had to start from the scratch when he reached 
this land unknown to him. 

 
Mohammad Rafiq in the centre with fellow refugees 

In this camp, there were many like Shahbad who had been shifted 
from Jammu refugee camp, while some came directly from 
Bangladesh. “In Jammu, we had to pay the rent of the rooms; at 
least here we don’t have to bear that cost. But we still don’t have any 
savings, the 200-300 rupees which the men earn in a day gets spent 
on the food,” said Shahida, a 15 year-old girl who was made to drop 
out from school when she turned 12. 

They refugees had constructed a makeshift mosque in the camp 
premises. Though they were allowed to go to the nearest mosque, 
but they find it was far to make multiple visits. Though it looked 
unstable and not very pleasant, but I am sure the strongest and most 
sincere prayers arebe made from these four walls. As I peeped from 
a distance, I saw a small blackboard was hung which informed of the 
timings of Namaaz and four men praying. 

The men make ends meet by rag-picking, mainly plastic, and earned 
a daily income of about 250 rupees by selling it to the wholesaler. 
“Though many people suggested that extra income can be earned 
we, the women folk worked as housemaids, but religion doesn’t 
permit us to work,” explained Imtiaz. 

 
The prayer room or what they consider their mosque in the camp 

Talking about the struggle to find a better job, 18 year-old 
Mohammad Ayub said, “The UNHRC has given us refugee cards 
which save us from the police and being evicted from the country, 
but we need the Aadhar Card for better jobs which is not so easy for 
us to obtain, so we make do with the present situation.” 

There was a makeshift kitchen outside with a tin roof and five mud 
stoves. The women collected their personal firewood and cooked 
food in turns.“You can’t leave without having lunch, let me make you 
anda-parantha, said Salma, a middle age woman. As I left the camp, 
I was reminded of the powerful poem by the Palestinian political 
activist, Rafeef Ziadah – “We teach life, sir.” 

 

 

                                                                          
                                                                                  Kaladan News 
  
 

Media team interviews local authorities and visits IDP camps in Sittwe 
  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News,Published: 03 April 2017 
  
A media team consists of local journalists and foreign correspondents interviewed local authorities and visited IDP camps in Sittwe, the capital of 
Arakan on April 1, a displace person Maung Tin said from IDP camp of  Sittwe. 
  
  
Missing 2, arrested 11 villagers in Maungdaw 
  
Category: April 2017,Written by Kaladan News, Published: 03 April 2017 
  
Border Guard Police arrested 11 villagers on March 31, in Maungdaw Township on suspicion of having link with Rohingya militants, said a village 
elder Mohamed shaker from Sintamnaung village.  
  

 
Army personnel arrest 11-villagers in Maungdaw 
  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 03 April 2017 
  
Maungdaw, Arakan State:  Army personnel arrested 11- villager on March 29, at 11:00amt0 3:00pm in Maungdaw north, Helal from the village said. 
  

 
  
Man found dead in Buthidaung 
  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 03 April 2017 
  
A body of a man was found in Mayu river of Buthidaung Township on March (30) morning in floating position, said Kalim from Mee Gyaung Gaung 
Swe village. 

http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=09b0c8362b&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=bc8ad6bef9&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=21b1152a4b&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=e2e6495d5c&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=a8e08048c4&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=d4a9e09411&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=3acdc887b5&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=522686ebf5&e=6feff5d687
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http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/govt-exploring-ways-to-deport-10000-rohingyas-from-jk/articleshow/57994850.cms 

 

 

Govt exploring ways to deport 10,000 Rohingyas from J&K 
By PTI | Updated: Apr 03, 2017, 09.10 PM IST 
The Economic Times | 

                                                                                     
In this Dec. 2, 2016 file photo, Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar make their way in an alley 
at an unregistered refugee camp in Teknaf, near Cox's Bazar, a southern coastal district 
about, 296 kilometers (183 miles) south of Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

NEW DELHI: More than 10,000 Rohingya Muslims belonging 
to Myanmar are currently living in Jammu and Kashmir and the 
central and the state governments are exploring ways on how to 
identify and deport them.  
 
The Rohingya Muslims are mostly living in Jammu 
and Samba districts and came to the state after entering India 
illegally through either Indo-Bangladesh border or Indo-Myanmar 
border or travelling through the Bay of Bengal.  
 
The issue of Rohingya Muslims, who are living illegally, was 
discussed at a high-level meeting convened by Union Home 
Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi and attended by Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Secretary Braj Raj Sharma and Director General of Police S P Vaid.  
 
According to the Jammu and Kashmir government's estimate, 
Rohingya Muslims are numbered at around 5,700 but it could go up 

to 10,000.  
 
There are around 40,000 Rohingya Muslims living in different parts 
of the country and all of them have entered illegally.  
 
Even though some of them registered with a UN refugee body, India 
does not recognise it.  
 
Some of the Rohingya Muslims were found to be involved in petty 
crime but no one was found to be involved in any major crime nor 
anyone has been found to be radicalised.  
 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti had said in the 
state assembly on January 20 that some 'Madrasas' were 
associated with Rohingya Muslims in the state.  
 
Mehbooba had said no Rohingya Muslim has been found involved in 
militancy-related incidents but 17 FIRs have been registered against 
38 Rohingyas for various offences including those related to illegal 
border crossing.  
 
Some NGOs namely 'Shikawat' run by Mohammad-ul-Umar of 
Srinagar along with Rashid, SR Institute of Development of 
Rambagh (Srinagar) and Delhi-based NGO Daji were helping 
Rohingyas in cash and kind from time to time, Mehbooba had said. 
 
Rohingyas originally belong to Rakhine province of Myanmar and 
many of them have left the country due to alleged persecution by the 
majority Buddhist community. 

 

 

http://sea-globe.com/forever-lost-meet-the-rohingya-who-sacrificed-their-identity-for-myanmar-citizenship/                                                                                                              

 

Forever lost: meet the Rohingya who sacrificed their identity for Myanmar citizenship 

By: Carlos Sardiña Galache - POSTED ON: April 4, 2017 

At the heart of the Rohingya’s decades-long struggle in Myanmar lies a question of identity, along with a 
desire for citizenship and the basic rights that come with it. But even for those Muslims that can now call 
themselves Myanmar citizens, life remains a daily struggle 

Gulban, a Rohingya woman who was granted citizenship in 2014, walks 
through an alley in Taung Paw Camp. Photo: Antolín Avezuela Aristu 

Mahla refuses to recall how her house was destroyed in October 
2012. Just mentioning that episode brings tears to her eyes. 
Moreover, she suffers from a heart condition, and the doctor has 
advised her “not to think about bad things”. That month, a wave of 
sectarian violence between the Buddhist Rakhine and the Muslim 
Rohingya and Kaman communities swept through several townships 
in Rakhine State. The Muslims bore the brunt of the violence. 

Ever since, this 52-year-old mother of five has lived in a ramshackle 
hut in the Taung Paw Camp, where 2,916 Muslims are confined near 
the outskirts of Myebon, a small, isolated town in which the Buddhist 
and Muslim communities had lived peacefully for generations. 

Most Rohingya in Rakhine lack legal recognition by the Myanmar 
state, but Mahla is one of the very few who has attained citizenship 
in recent years. As part of a pilot programme launched in her 
township in September 2014, she was given a ‘pink card’, the 
document that signals she is a full citizen. 

The Rohingya are almost universally reviled by the country’s 
Buddhist majority population and have been oppressed by the 
government since the late 1970s. The Rohingya ethnicity is not 
included in the list of 135 officially recognised “national races” 
adopted in the late 1980s. Instead, they are labelled as ‘Bengalis’, 
implying that they are trespassers from the territory that is now 
Bangladesh. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/govt-exploring-ways-to-deport-10000-rohingyas-from-jk/articleshow/57994850.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/govt-exploring-ways-to-deport-10000-rohingyas-from-jk/articleshow/57994850.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Rohingya-Muslims
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Myanmar
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Jammu
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/deport
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Rohingya
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Samba
http://sea-globe.com/forever-lost-meet-the-rohingya-who-sacrificed-their-identity-for-myanmar-citizenship/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
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A view of Taung Paw IDP Camp. Photo: Antolín Avezuela Aristu 

The controversial Citizenship Law passed in 1982 makes belonging 
to one of the “national races” the primary criterion of citizenship, but 
not the only one, and it was not its application that rendered 
stateless most of the Rohingya. 

“Although the 1982 Citizenship Law was clearly regressive, it did not 
render any group of people stateless on paper,” explained Nick 
Cheesman, a fellow at the Australian National University and expert 
on rule of law in Myanmar. “Actually, it recognized as citizens those 
who were already recorded as such… regardless of how they were 
identified racially or religiously. But in the late 1980s and early 1990s 
when the government launched a process of re-registration, taking 
old ID cards to re-issue new ones, Muslims in Rakhine State were 
not issued with new cards even when they were legally entitled to 
them. 

“The problem in contemporary Burma is that the notion of national 
races surpasses that of citizenship, both legally and ideologically. 
The 1982 Citizenship Law may recognise that members of non-
national races who held citizenship previously would keep it, but it 
set as the gold standard for citizenship to be a member of one of the 
national races,” he added. 

Maung Zaw, an ethnic Kaman who was branded a ‘Bengali’ on 
receiving citizenship in 2014. Photo: Antolín Avezuela Aristu 

Mahla, meanwhile, was sitting in the ramshackle hut she shares with 
her husband and five children when she explained to Southeast Asia 
Globe how and why she got citizenship. “We call ourselves 
Rohingya, but the government doesn’t allow us to use our name. 
During the verification process [for the 2014 pilot programme], the 
authorities told us that we would have more opportunities if we 
accepted [being labelled] ‘Bengali’ and got citizenship,” she said. 

The designation ‘Bengali’ was also applied to some Kaman, a 
Muslim group in Rakhine that does feature in the list of 135 “national 
races”. Maung Zaw, a 45-year-old father of three also confined in the 
Taung Paw Camp, showed us the pink card he was given three 
years ago. On the card he is listed as Bengali, but he also produced, 
with puzzlement, his family book stating that both of his parents were 
Kaman. 

In another hut in Taung Paw Camp, Gulban’s wrinkles and shattered 
demeanour reveal a life of suffering and make her look much older 
than her 53 years. She does not speak Burmese, only the Bengali 
dialect of the Rohingya, but for years she had carefully looked after 
the documents that prove her family has lived in Rakhine for at least 
three generations – and was able to produce them when the pilot 
programme was launched. Now she is a Myanmar citizen, at least 
on paper. 

“I heard the word Rohingya from my parents when I was a child, but 
it’s not accepted by the immigration department. They laughed at me 
and told me to go when I pronounced it once in their office. Bengali 
means we are from Bangladesh, and I am from Burma, but I’m 
willing to accept it if I can get citizenship and rights,” she explained. 

“But nothing has changed for me since I got citizenship,” said 
Gulban, echoing a sentiment expressed by all the recently 
recognised citizens Southeast Asia Globe interviewed in the camp. 
Regardless of their status, they share the same restrictions on 
movement imposed on all Muslims in Rakhine, the same difficulties 
accessing education or healthcare, and the same sense of 
hopelessness. 

Tin Shwe, the general administrator of Myebon township, was in 
charge of the pilot programme in 2014. “Virtually all Muslims applied 
for citizenship, and none of them used the word ‘Rohingya’. They 
don’t use that word here. We eventually gave full citizenship to 97 
people and naturalised citizenship to 969 of them,” he said. 

Khin Thein, chair of the local chapter of the Rakhine Women’s 
Network, in her jewellery shop. Photo: Antolín Avezuela Aristu 

“We gave them citizenship according to the 1982 Citizenship Law, 
even though they are not naturally citizens,” he added. When asked 
what distinguished them from ‘natural citizens’, he replied: “They 
don’t belong to any of our indigenous races.” 

“They can move whenever they want, they can go to Sittwe [the 
state capital], or from there to Yangon, but to go to Yangon they 
need to inform the immigration authorities,” he explained. However, 
several of the Muslim citizens interviewed by Southeast Asia Globe 
asserted that travel permits are difficult to get and necessitate 
exorbitant bribes to the police. 

Gulban said that she did not wish to travel outside of Myebon: “I’m 
poor, and I wouldn’t have anywhere to go, but I don’t want to be 
confined in this camp.” 

Mahla, however, was anxious for her children. “They can only 
receive primary and middle education here; I’m very worried about 
their future,” she explained. “They can’t get educated properly, and 
they will languish if they can’t get out of here.” 

An ethnic Bamar from central Myanmar, Tin Shwe blamed the local 
Buddhist Rakhine population for the restrictions of movement 
imposed on Muslims. “When the programme was implemented it 
was met with strong protests from the indigenous community. I tried 
to explain the law to them, but it’s difficult for the government, 
because we found ourselves between both communities. Local 
people don’t allow [the Rohingya] to go to the hospital, so we send 
doctors to the camp – both government doctors and members of 
international NGOs,” he said. 

The main mobiliser of the Rakhine community in Myebon is Khin 
Thein, the local chair of the Rakhine Women’s Network. “The Kalar 
[a derogatory term used in Myanmar for people of South Asian 
descent] don’t belong here. With the previous military government, 
they used to come from Bangladesh and bribe the local officials to 
get legal documents because they had a lot of money. That’s why 
we cannot accept most of them and we protested,” she explained at 
the jewellery shop she owns in downtown Myebon. 



 

13 

She claimed that people from Bangladesh are still trying to settle in 
Myanmar – despite the fact that conditions for Muslims in Rakhine 
worsened dramatically after 2012. When asked for evidence, her 
reply invoked a powerful force in fuelling inter-communal conflict in 
the state: “I don’t have concrete evidence, but I have heard 
rumours.” 

Bananda Phyabawga, the 60-year-old abbot of Pyanabakeman, a 
local Buddhist monastery, expressed similar ideas about Islam. “If 
you look at history, countries like Indonesia and Afghanistan used to 
be Buddhist, but they became Muslim. They try to impose their 
religion on others, so we need to handle this threat,” he said in front 
of a hall full of novice monks and other youngsters listening intently 
to his words. 

Mahlan, a Rohingya woman who was granted citizenship in 2014, 
with her daughter inside their hut in Taung Paw Camp. Photo: 
Antolín Avezuela Aristu 

The abbot’s discourse echoed that of Myanmar’s extremist Buddhist 
organisations, such as MaBaTha or 969, that have emerged in 
recent years. However, Rakhine nationalists are at least as resentful 
of the domination by the largely ethnic Burman government as they 
are of the perceived Muslim invasion of their land. 

“Our biggest enemy is the Myanmar government. I support the 
Arakan Army [an armed group which has been occasionally active in 
recent years in the state] and I want the Fatherland of Rakhine to be 
independent,” Khin Thein said. 

But beyond the divergences between Rakhine nationalists such as 
Khin Thein and government officials such as Tin Shwe, all of them 
seem to agree that the Rohingya are not ‘natural citizens’ of 
Myanmar. And they all offered the same recipe to solve the inter-
communal conflict plaguing Rakhine State: time. 

“It is impossible to live together now, but it may be possible within 
five or ten years,” said Phyabawga. Beyond that, nobody seemed 
able to suggest any concrete strategy to restore the coexistence that 
was in place before 2012. 

Back in Taung Paw camp, after five years of confinement in which 
even citizenship has not improved the lot of those fortunate enough 
to attain it, the passing of time only adds to the desperation. And the 
goals of its inmates seem to be far more modest than many in 
Myanmar believe. “I don’t know what human rights are,” said 
Gulban. “I just know I would like to have food at my table, freedom of 
movement, education for my children, access to healthcare and for 
my family to live without fear.” 

 

http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=31201                                                                                                                                            

 

ASIA/MYANMAR - UN inquiry on the conditions of the Rohingya: NGOs and the Church approve 

Thursday, 30 March 2017 

 

Yangon (Agenzia Fides) - The Catholic Church in Myanmar, civil 

society organizations, several international NGOs have expressed 

full approval for the UN's decision to establish an official inquiry and 

a mission to investigate human rights violations against the Muslim 

Rohingya in Burma's Rakhine State.  

The measure was made official by the UN Human Rights Council, 

which promoted an "independent international fact-finding mission" 

to "ensure full accountability and guarantee justice for the victims" of 

human rights violations in Rakhine. Simultaneously, the mandate of 

the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

Myanmar has been extended for a further year. The government of 

Burma has publicly dissociated itself from the UN resolution. 

 

In a note sent to Fides, the Christian-based NGO "Christian 

Solidarity Worldwide" (CSW) observes: "The UN Council for Human 

Rights resolution sends an important message to the people of 

Burma: the international community is committed to addressing the 

heartbreaking situation in the country, particularly in Rakhine state. 

We regret the fact that the Burmese government has disassociated 

itself from this resolution and we urge it to fully cooperate with the 

mission to establish the facts, providing full and unrestricted access 

to UN delegates, particularly in Rakhine state, but also in Kachin and 

Shan states. There are, in fact, reports of serious human rights 

violations also in the north of the country". CSW also calls for the 

Burmese army to immediately stop the military offensive in Rakhine 

to allow immediate access for humanitarian aid to the displaced. 

 

The condition of the population of Muslim Rohingya has deteriorated 

rapidly since October 2016. On 9 October 2016, nine police officers 

were killed in an attack in Rakhine on the border between Burma 

and Bangladesh. The Burmese military branded the incident as an 

"act of terrorism", sparking a broad military offensive against 

civilians, which led to a serious humanitarian crisis and a flow of 

evacuees. The soldiers are accused of committing serious human 

rights violations against the Rohingya, burning houses, carrying out 

executions without trial, torture and mass rapes. 

 

Back in February, according to the results of a mission in Myanmar, 

the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights published a large 

"Flash Report" on human rights violations in Rakhine state, talking of 

"orchestrated politics by an ethnic or religious group to terrorize the 

civilian population of another ethnic or religious group" and throw 

them out from a given territory. According to the report, since 

October 9 about 90,000 Rohingya have been displaced. (PA) 

(Agenzia Fides 30/03/2017) 

 

http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=31201
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/court-rejects-case-u-wirathu-religious-hate-speech.html 

 

Court Rejects Case Against U Wirathu for Religious Hate Speech 

 

 
Ko Min Hlaing talks to the media outside Dawbon Township Court on Tuesday / Naing Lin Soe / The Irrawaddy 

By Htun Htun 4 April 2017 

RANGOON — Dawbon Township Court in Rangoon rejected a case 
filed against ultranationalist monk U Wirathu under Burma’s Penal 
Code by local resident U Min Hlaing on Tuesday. 

U Min Hlaing attempted to prosecute U Wirathu because he 
encouraged Buddhist women in a sermon in Feb to marry opium 
addicts, drunkards, monks, and even dogs rather than a Muslim 
man. 

“The court rejected the case because he delivered the sermon in 
another place, but not in Dawbon Township,” U Min Hlaing told The 
Irrawaddy. “I’ll do as much as I can in line with the law to prevent him 
from preaching such things.” 

The notorious monk made the inflammatory comments in Kyone Ku, 
the native village of former President U Thein Sein in Irrawaddy 
Division’s Ngapudaw Township, on Feb. 9 despite the divisional 
government’s ban on his sermons. 

“If women can’t find a husband, get a dog: canines are as able as 
Muslim men,” he said to hundreds of his supporters, including 
women. 

His reasoning was that these “husbands” would not try to convert a 
woman’s religion, whereas a Muslim man might. 

U Aye Min Naing acted as a witness to the case because U 
Wirathu’s preaching was “unacceptable” and “against the Buddha’s 
teachings.” 

“As a Buddhist monk, what he said and shared on social media are 
shameful for Buddhists,” he said. 

The state Buddhist authority State Sangha Maha Nayaka 
Committee, popularly known by the Burmese language acronym Ma 
Ha Na, banned the nationalist monk from delivering sermons across 
the country for one year starting from March 10, because of his 
religiously incendiary rhetoric. 

Despite the ban, U Wirathu has since delivered several “silent 
sermons” at which he sat with his mouth covered by two pieces of 
colored tape while one of his previous sermons played over 
loudspeakers. 

On March 28, Myanmar Now chief correspondent Ko Swe Win 
asked Ma Ha Na and the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture to 
take action against U Wirathu because of his hate speech. 

U Kyaw Myo Shwe, a supporter of U Wirathu filed a complaint with 
police in Mandalay against Ko Swe Win under Article 66 (d) of 
Burma’s Telecommunications Law for sharing a Myanmar Now story 
on his Facebook. 

The story stated that U Wirathu was no longer in the monkhood as 
he had thanked the assassins who killed National League for 
Democracy legal adviser U Ko Ni.

https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2017/04/03/132878.html 

 

ရခိိုငပ်ဋပိက္ခ အတငွ််း အထန်ိ်းသမ်ိ်းခံရသမူ  ်းထတဲငွ ်က္လ ်းငယမ်  ်းပါဝင ်

 
ေမာင ေတာခမိ ြို့နယ  ဦီးေ ှေက ာီးေက ီးရွာသာီးမ ာီး / Reuters 

 
By Reuters 3 April 2017 
 

သပူ န မ ာီးန္ှေင   ပီူးေပ င ီးဗခင ီးေတကာင   ဖမ ီးဆ ီးခံရေသာ ရာန္ှေင  ခ  သေ    ိ ဟင ဂ ာ 

မွတ စလင  မ ာီးတငွ  အသက  ၁၀ န္ှေစ  အြပိင  ငယ ရွယ ေသာ ကေလီးမ ာီး 

ပ ဝင ေတကာင ီး  ိ က တာသတင ီးဌာနက ေတွြို့ ခြဲ ေသာ ရြဲမှေတ တမ ီးမ ာီးအရ သရိခပ ီး၊ 

ယင ီး ရြဲမှေတ တမ ီးမ ာီးက ရခိ င ဗပေ နယ  အတငွ ီး လံ ဗခံ ေရီး 

ေဆာင ရွက ခ က မ ာီးအေတကာင ီး အသစ တဖန  မ ီးေမာင ီးြိ ီး ဗပလိ က သေ ။ 

သပူ န မ ာီးက ရခိ င ဗပေ နယ ေဗမာက ပိ င ီး ှေိ နယ ဗခာီးေစာင  ရြဲစခန ီး ၃ ခ ကိ  

တိ က ခိ က ေသာ ေအာက တိ ဘာ ၉ ရက ေန  မှေ စတင  ဖမ ီးဆ ီးြာီးသ ူ၄၀၀ ေက ာ တငွ  

ကေလီးငယ  ၁၃ ဦီးပ ဝင ေတကာင ီး မတ လ ၇ ရက ေန   ရက စွြဲပ  စာရွက စာတမ ီးမ ာီးတငွ  

ေတွြို့ရသေ ။ 

အခ ိ ြို့ေသာ ကေလီးမ ာီးက သပူ န မ ာီးန္ှေင   ပီူးေပ င ီးခြဲ ေတကာင ီး ဝန ခံခြဲ ခပ ီး ၎င ီးတိ  ကိ  

လကူက ီးသသံယ ှေိသမူ ာီးမှေ ခွြဲခပ ီး သ ီးသန   ြာီးသေ  ဟ  ရြဲတပ ဖွြဲြို့က ေဗပာသေ ။ 

အစိ ီးရေဗပာခငွ  ရသ ူတဦီးကလေ ီး စစ ဆင ေရီးမ ာီးအတငွ ီး ကေလီးငယ မ ာီးကိ  

ဖမ ီးဆ ီးြမိ ီးသမိ ီးခြဲ သေ  ကိ  ဝန ခံေဗပာတကာီးခပ ီး အာဏ္ာပိ င မ ာီးသေ  ဥပေဒအတိ င ီး 

ေဆာင ရွက ခြဲ သေ  ဟ  ေဗပာသေ ။ သိ  ေသာ  သသူသိေ   ကေလီးမ ာီး 

ဖမ ီးဆ ီးြနိ ီးသမိ ီးခံရသ ူအေရအတကွ မှော ၅ ဦီးသာ  ှေိသေ ဟ လေ ီး ဆိ သေ ။ 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/court-rejects-case-u-wirathu-religious-hate-speech.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/irrawaddy-govt-plans-lawsuit-against-u-wirathus-silent-protest.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-now-journalist-demands-authorities-take-action-against-u-wirathu.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-now-journalist-demands-authorities-take-action-against-u-wirathu.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-now-journalist-sued-under-telecommunications-law.html
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2017/04/03/132878.html


 

15 

န္ိ င ငမံြဲ   ိ ဟင ဂ ာမ ာီးကိ  လံ ဗခံ ေရီးတပ ဖွြဲြို့မ ာီးက သတ ဗဖတ မှု၊ အ ပ စ လိ က  

မ ဒနိ ီးဗပ က င  မှု၊ စ ဗပံ ဖမ ီးဆ ီးမှု စသေ   စွပ စွြဲခ က မ ာီးေတကာင   လနွ ခြဲ ေသာ တန္ှေစ ခန   က 

အာဏ္ာရ ှေိခြဲ ေသာ ဗမန မာ ေခ င ီးေဆာင  န္ိ ြယ ဆ  ှေင  ေဒေါ်ေအာင ဆန ီးစ တကေ  မှော 

န္ိ င ငတံကာ ဖိအာီးန္ှေင   ရင ဆိ င ေနရသေ ။ အေရအတကွ  အာီးဗဖင   ၁ ဒသမ ၁ သန ီးခန    

 ှေိေသာ  ိ ဟင ဂ ာမ ာီး သေ  ဗမန မာန္ိ င ငတံငွ  လတွ လပ စွာ သာွီးလာခငွ   မ ှေိဘြဲ 

အေဗခခံဝန ေဆာင မှုမ ာီးကိ လေ ီး မရ ှေတိကေပ။ 

အစိ ီးရသေ  ရခိ င ဗပေ နယ  စစ ေဆင ေရီးမ ာီး အတငွ ီး ရာန္ှေင  ခ  သေ   ဖမ ီးဆ ီး 

ြနိ ီးသမိ ီးြာီးသမူ ာီး၏ အေသီးစတိ  အခ က မ ာီးန္ှေင   ၎င ီးတိ   ရင ဆိ င ရေသာ 

စွြဲခ က မ ာီးကိ  အနေ ီးငယ သာ ြ တ ဗပန ေတကောသေ ။ 

Reuters က ေတွြို့ရေသာ စာရွက စာတမ ီးမ ာီး အရ ကိ လိ န ေခတ ၏ မတရာီးသင ီး 

ဥပေဒအရ ဖမ ီးဆ ီးခြံာီးရသ ူ၄၂၃ ဦီး  ှေခိပ ီး အမေ မ ာီးမှော အမ ိ ီးသာီးအမေ မ ာီး 

ဗဖစ သေ ဟ  ယဆူရသေ ။ ပ မ ီးမျှ အသက မှော ၃၄ န္ှေစ  ဗဖစ ခပ ီး အငယ ဆံ ီး မှော ၁၀ န္ှေစ  

အရွယ  ဗဖစ ကာ အကက ီးဆံ ီးမှော ၇၅ န္ှေစ  ဗဖစ သေ ။ အမေ တခ ကိ  တကက ေဗခခတ  

ဗခစ ခပ ီး ေသဆံ ီး ဟ  မှေတ သာီးြာီးသေ ။ 

အတကမ ီးဖက  တိ က ခိ က မှု၏ ြဟိ ခ က  ေမာင ေတာမှေ ရြဲအရာ ှေိ ၂ ဦီး ကလေ ီး ြိ  ၁၁ 

မ ာက န္ှော ှေိ စာရွက စာတမ ီးမ ာီး မှေန ကန ေတကာင ီး အတေ ဗပ ေဗပာတကာီးသေ ။ 

“တိ က ခိ က တြဲ  သေူတနွြဲ   ပတ သက တြဲ  သေူတကွိ  က ေနာ တိ   ရြဲေတကွ ဖမ ီးရတယ ။ 

ကေလီးဗဖစ ေနလေ ီး မတတ န္ိ င  ဘီူး။ ဒ ေပမယ   တရာီး ံ ီးက သတူိ  ကိ  အဗပစ  ှေိတယ / 

မ ှေိဘီူး ဆိ တာ ဆံ ီးဗဖတ မယ ။ က ေနာ တိ  မဆံ ီးဗဖတ န္ိ င ဘီူး” ဟ  ဒ ရြဲမ ီး သန ီးေရွှေက 

ေဗပာသေ ။ 

အဗငင ီးပွာီးဖွယ ရာဥပေဒ 

ရာဇဝတ မှု စပွ စွြဲခံရေသာ ကေလီးမ ာီးကိ  ေနာက ဆက တွြဲ ကာကယွ မှုမ ာီး 

ေပီးရန လိ ေသာ န္ိ င ငတံကာ သေဘာ တေူ ခ က ကိ  ဗမန မာန္ိ င ငကံ 

လက မှေတ ေရီးြိ ီးြာီးသေ ။ 

မိသာီးစ န္ှေင   ဆက သယွ ခငွ  ၊ ဥပေဒအရ ကိ ယ စာီးဗပ ေသာ ေ ှေ ြို့ေနမ ာီး ရ/မရ စသေ   

ဗပဌာန ီးခ က မ ာီး အာီးလံ ီးကိ  လိ က နာဗခင ီး  ှေိ/မ ှေိ Reuters အေနဗဖင   အတေ  

မဗပ န္ိ င ခြဲ ေပ။ 

အသက  ၁၈ န္ှေစ ေအာက  ကေလီးအက ဉီးသာီး အာီးလံ ီးကိ  ဘီူးသ ီးေတာင  ှေိ 

ေြာင အဗပင ဘက  ှေိ နယ စပ ရြဲစခန ီးတငွ  ြာီး ှေခိပ ီး ေဗခက ဉီးခတ  မြာီးဟ  

အမေ မေဖာ လိ ေသာ ဒ တယိရြဲအရာ ှေကိ ေဗပာသေ ။ 

“စစ ေဆီးတြဲ  အခ မှော တခ ိ ြို့ကေလီးေတကွ သတူိ   တိ က ခိ က သေူတနွြဲ   

ပတ သက ေတကာင ီး ဝန ခံတကတယ ” ဟ  ဆက ေဗပာခပ ီး စစ ေဆီးေမီးဗမန ီးစဉ 

 ိ က န္ှေက မှုလေ ီး မ ှေိဟ  ဆိ သေ ။ 

ဗပေ တငွ ီး ဥပေဒအရ အသက  ၇ န္ှေစ မှေ ၁၂ န္ှေစ  အရွယ အတငွ ီး ကေလီးမ ာီးသေ  

၎င ီးတိ   လ ပ ရပ ၏ အက ိ ီးဆက ကိ  နာီးလေ  န္ိ င ေလာက ေအာင  ရင  က က မှေသာ 

ရာဇဝတ မှုေဗမာက သေ  ဟ  ေဖာ ဗပြာီးသေ ။ စာရင ီးတငွ  ပ ဝင ေသာ 

အက ဉီးသာီးန္ှေစ ဦီးမှော ၁၂ န္ှေစ ေအာက  ဗဖစ ခပ ီး အဗခာီးန္ှေစ ဦီးမှော ၁၃ န္ှေစ ေအာက မ ာီး 

ဗဖစ တကသေ ။ 

ဘီူးသ ီးေတာင  နယ စပ ရြဲစခန ီးတငွ  ြနိ ီးသမိ ီးြာီးသ ူကေလီး ၅ ဦီး  ှေိသေ  ဟ သာ 

သသူေိတကာင ီး ေဒေါ်ေအာင ဆန ီးစ တကေ  ၏  ံ ီးည္ွှေန တကာီးေရီးမ ီးခ  ပ  ဦီးေဇာ ေဌီးက 

Reuters သတင ီးဌာနသိ   ေဗပာသေ ။ 

အက ဉီးသာီး အခငွ  အေရီးမ ာီး မခ ိ ီးေဖာက ရန  အာဏ္ာပိ င မ ာီးကိ  တင ီးက ပ စွာ 

အမိန   ေပီးြာီးေတကာင ီး၊ ခ ိ ီးေဖာက သ ူမေ သူ  ကိ မျှ ခငွ  လွှေတ မေ  မဟ တ ေတကာင ီး 

ေဗပာြာီးသေ  ဟ လေ ီး ၎င ီးက ဆက ေဗပာသေ ။ 

အက ဉီးသာီး ၄၂၃ ဦီးလံ ီးတိ  ကိ  မတရာီးသင ီး အက ဥပေဒဗဖင   အမှုဖွင  ြာီးသေ  ဟ  

ဒ တယိရြဲအရာ ှေကိ ေဗပာသေ ။ စစ ဆင ေရီးမ ာီး အတငွ ီး ဖမ ီးဆ ီးြာီးသ ူအာီးလံ ီး၏ 

အမေ အဗပေ  အစံ  မပ ဝင ေသာ ြိ စာရင ီးမှေ အမ ာီးအဗပာီးတိ  ကိ  လသူတ မှု 

အပ အဝင  အဗခာီး ရာဇဝတ မှုမ ာီးဗဖင  လေ ီး စွြဲဆိ ြာီးသေ  ဟ  ၎င ီးက ဆိ သေ ။ 

“ဒ လေူတဟွာ တိ က ခိ က သေူတရွြဲ   သင တန ီးကိ  တက ခြဲ တယ ၊ 

ေငေွတကီးေြာက ပံ ခြဲ တယ ၊ ဒ မှေ မဟ တ  တိ က ခိ က မှု ေတမွှော ပီူးေပ င ီးခြဲ တယ  လိ   

က ေနာ တိ   သသံယ ှေိတယ ” ဟ  ၎င ီးက ဆက ေဗပာသေ ။ 

အဗငင ီးပွာီးဖွယ ရာ ဖမ ီးဆ ီးမှုမ ာီး၊ တိ င ီးရင ီးသာီး ဘာသာေရီး လနူေ ီးစ မ ာီးကိ  

ဖမ ီးဆ ီးရန  မတရာီးသင ီး အက ဥပေဒကိ  အသံ ီးဗပ ေနသေ မှော ကာလ ှေေ တကာေနခပ  

ဗဖစ ေတကာင ီး န္ိ င ငတံကာ လတွ ခငမိ ီးခ မ ီးသာခွင  အဖွြဲြို့ ကြဲ သိ  ေသာ လူ  အခငွ  အေရီး 

အဖွြဲြို့မ ာီးက ေဗပာခြဲ တကသေ ။ 

အထ်ူးတရ ်းရံို ်း 

အဆိ ပ  ပဋက္ိမ ာီးအတငွ ီး လ ူ၅၂၆ ဦီးကိ  ြနိ ီးသမိ ီးခြဲ ေတကာင ီးန္ှေင   ယင ီး 

ြနိ ီးသမိ ီးြာီးသမူ ာီးြြဲမှေ ၈ ဦီး ေသဆံ ီးေတကာင ီး ဗမန မာအစိ ီးရက ေဗပာသေ  ဟ  

ဂ န ြာ ှေိ လူ  အခွင  အေရီးေကာင စ သိ   ြ တ ဗပန ေသာ ေတကောခ က တငွ မူ 

ေဖာ ဗပြာီးသေ ။ 

အစိ ီးရသေ  ဘီူးသ ီးေတာင တငွ  အြီူးတရာီး ံ ီး ၂  ံ ီး ဖွင  လှေစ ြာီးသေ  ဟ  

ရခိ င ဗပေ နယ  ဥပေဒအရာ ှေခိ  ပ  ဦီးေက ာ လှေြနွ ီးက ေဗပာသေ ။ 

“သတူိ  ကိ  အဗမန  စစ ခ င တယ ။ ေြာင ြြဲမှော လေူတ ွလက ခံန္ိ င တာြက  

ေက ာ ေနေတာ  လံ ဗခံ ေရီး စိ ီးရိမ ရတယ ” ဟ  ၎င ီးက ဆက ေဗပာသေ ။ 

က လသမဂဂ လူ  အခငွ  အေရီးဆိ င ရာ အြီူးသတံမန  ယန ဟ ီးလ သေ  ဇန နဝ ရ လက 

အက ဉီးသာီးအမ ာီးစ  ှေရိာ ဘီူးသ ီးေတာင  အက ဉီးေြာင သိ  လေ ီး 

သာွီးေရာက ခြဲ သေ ။ အမ ာီးစ တငွ  ေ ှေ ြို့ေနမ ာီး မ ှေတိကဘြဲ ၎င ီးတိ  အေပေါ် တင ေသာ 

ဆွြဲခ က ကိ လေ ီး အသေိပီးဗခင ီး မ ှေိကာ မသိာီးစ န္ှေင  လေ ီး အဆက အသယွ  မရတကဟ  

၎င ီးက ေဗပာသေ ။ 

 ိ က တာ သတင ီးဌာနသေ  ြနိ ီးသမိ ီးခံရရာမှေ ဗပန လေ  လတွ ေဗမာက ခပ ီးေနာက  

အဗခာီးသ ူ၇၅၀၀၀ ခန   တိ   ကြဲ သိ   ဘဂဂလာီးေဒ  ှေ သိ   ြကွ ေဗပီးခြဲ သမူ ာီးန္ှေင  လေ ီး 

ေတွြို့ဆံ ခြဲ သေ ။ 

အသက  ၂၂ န္ှေစ  အရွယ ၊ ဒ ဒ  ဆိ သကူ သသူေ  န္ိ ဝင ဘာလလယ က သ၏ူရွာ 

မ ီး ှု ိ ြို့ခံရခပ ီးေနာက  စစ တပ စခန ီးတငွ  ၁၀ ရက တကာ အဖမ ီးခံရသေ ။ သနူ္ှေင   အတ ူလ ူ

၃၀၀ ခန    အဖမ ီးခံရခပ ီး လက ြပိ မ ာီး ခတ ခံရကာ စစ ေမီးစဉ  ိ က န္ှေက ခရံသေ  ဟ  

ေဗပာသေ ။ လ ူ၂ ဦီးက သတ ခံရသေ  ကိ လေ ီး ေတွြို့ ခြဲ သေ ဟ  ေဗပာသေ ။ 

သနူ္ှေင   အဗခာီး အက ဉီးသာီးေဟာင ီး ၃ ဦီး၏ ေဗပာဆိ ခ က ကိ   ိ က တာ သတင ီးဌာန 

အေနဗဖင   အေြာက အြာီး  ှောေဖွ တင ဗပန္ိ င ဗခင ီး မ ှေခိြဲ ေပ။ 

“စစ သာီးေတကွ တရက ကိ  ၃ ခ  လာတယ ၊ တခ  လာတိ င ီး တနာရ ေလာက တကာခပ ီး၊ 

 ိ က တာလေ ီး  ှေိတယ ။ ‘မင ီးတိ  လာီးက ွင တိ  ကိ  တိ က တာ၊ မင ီးတိ   ပ န ကန တြဲ  အြြဲ 

ပ တယ  မဟ တ လာီး’ ဒ မ ိ ီး ေမီးတကတယ ” ဟ  ၎င ီးက ေဗပာဗပသေ ။ 
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http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/04/05/pictures-rohingya-muslims-defiant-face-political-dithering 

 
5 Apr 2017 - 7:28pm 

In pictures: Rohingya Muslims defiant in face of political dithering 

According to the UN, the human rights violations against Rohingyas could be termed as 'crimes against humanity'. 
By Krati Garg 

 

On a recent trip to the region, Alister McKeich (aka Ali MC) who 
works at the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service, said he saw the 
stateless Rohingya Muslims living in dire conditions. 

More than 100,000 Rohingyas live in camps for internally displaced 
persons across Myanmar, unable to leave the country. 

UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar 
Yanghee Lee said the country could be looking at a "total purge" of 
the Muslim minority.

 

In a bid to draw more attention to the plight of the persecuted cohort, 
Ali shot some photographs of those living in the forbidden Rakhine 
state and in Bangladesh's Leda refugee camp. 

Ali's photo exhibition, 'Refugee Crisis in Colour', will be displayed at 
the Fitzroy Library from April 5.  

"I want to spread awareness about what is happening to Rohingyas 
in Burma and Bangladesh," Ali, who has visited Myanmar a number 
of times, said. 

"It is a country very close to Australian people but we don’t 
understand much about the whole situation and about them and that 
is 
sad." 

 

Ali said he wanted to capture the ethnic group through a lens of 
"self-preservation" and "dignity". 

"I did not want to portray them destitute and impoverished like you 
often see in the media." 

However women are raped and men and children continue to be 
beaten inside these camps, which are routinely raided by the 
Myanmar military, a UN report revealed. 

But, despite living in shacks with leaking roofs and no sanitisation, 
Ali said the Rohingya are trying hard to make some sense of their 
life - a spirit he attempted to capture with the photos selected for his 
exhibition. 

"I was shooting a boy stricken with polio lying on the floor with bare 
minimum clothes, covered in urine," he said.

 

Ali said he waited for the boy's father who desperately wanted to sit 
up his son for the photo and, after multiple attempts, he was finally 
able to get a shot of the duo. 

"Yes, the first photo was more graphic, but it is not about that," he 
said. 

It has been a year since the Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi took 
control as the de facto leader of Myanmar but, amid growing 
international criticism for not taking a tougher stance on the atrocities 
against the Muslim minority, she has also faced local backlash for a 
lack of economic development and reform in the region. 

Ali said his friends in Myanmar are disappointed by Suu Kyi's refusal 
to acknowledge the Rohingya. 

"Her hands are tied, military still holds 50 per cent of government 
there," Ali said. 

Tensions over how to handle the Rohingya population still persist 
with the National League for Democracy. 

"We have a lot of hope ... but hope is just hope – nothing for sure 
yet. We have to keep trying," Ms Suu Kyi said in a state televised 
address.

Ali is studying human rights law at the University of Melbourne to 
communicate with people in power about social issues. 

"Creativity on its own is great but having a legal background 
provides a language to express and communicate. 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/04/05/pictures-rohingya-muslims-defiant-face-political-dithering
http://yarracityarts.com.au/event/rohingya-refugee-crisis-colour-ali-mc/
http://yarracityarts.com.au/event/rohingya-refugee-crisis-colour-ali-mc/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/MM/FlashReport3Feb2017.pdf
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"I am learning the language of treachery," he said. 

Ali hoped his upcoming photographic exhibition, which will be part of 
the Human Rights Arts and Film Festival, would provide a platform 
for interaction between Australians and the migrant Rohingya 
population of Melbourne.

 

 

 

The millions of dollars that Australia provides in aid, should give the 
country some leverage when it comes putting pressure on Myanmar 
to uphold human rights, Ali said. 

"At grassroots level there is some community change within 
Australia towards marginalised groups, at government level, 
however, it seems to be going backward." 

  

http://www.freepressjournal.in/analysis/bhavdeep-kang-ambiguity-around-atithi-devo-bhava/1046565 

 

Ambiguity around atithi devo bhava 

— By Bhavdeep Kang | Apr 05, 2017 09:38 am 

 

MAKING the fine distinction between guests, refugees and intruders 
is thus an important, albeit confusing, ideologically fraught and 
sometimes politically utilitarian exercise. Take the Rohingya 
Muslims. Fleeing near-genocidal violence from, ironically, the 
Buddhist majority in their home state of Rakhine in Burma, they are 
clearly political refugees. Targeted on grounds of race and religion 
rather than political opinion, they are nonetheless fleeing an 
oppressive state. 

India is home to a chaotic medley of cross-border and overseas 
migrants: Tibetans, Afghans, Bangladeshis, Sri Lankan Tamils and 
more recently, the Rohingyas. Cities and hill stations play host to 
small but highly visible enclaves of Africans, Israelis and Europeans, 
in India to study or work or merely to leisurely explore its pleasurable 
diversity. Inevitably, these little communities sometimes rub up 
against local populations, creating avoidable conflicts. 

Making the fine distinction between guests, refugees and intruders is 
thus an important, albeit confusing, ideologically fraught and 
sometimes politically utilitarian exercise. Take the Rohingya 
Muslims. Fleeing near-genocidal violence from, ironically, the 
Buddhist majority in their home state of Rakhine in Burma, they are 
clearly political refugees. Targeted on grounds of race and religion 
rather than political opinion, they are nonetheless fleeing an 
oppressive state. 

There is no strategic or diplomatic advantage to be gained in hosting 
the Rohingyas, who are in India on sufferance. Their very presence 
undermines the government’s aggressive outreach to the (non-
Chinese) Buddhist world. Yet, in a technical sense, they are akin to 
the Hindu refugees from Pakistan and Bangladesh, who migrated to 
escape repression and have been granted citizenship. The fact that 
some of the Rohingyas settled in Jammu & Kashmir have 
erroneously been issued Aadhaar cards has galvanised the Home 
ministry to start identifying and deporting them – although no one 
has an answer to the question of where, exactly, these stateless 
people are to go. 

Contrast their situation with that of the Tibetans, who followed the 
Dalai Lama to India. Today, they can be found scattered far and 

wide, from Dharamshala in the north to Kodaikanal in the south. 
Various states have allotted land for Tibetan settlements over the 
years. The government of Mysore was the first to do so, in 1960. 
McLeodganj hosts the Tibetan government-in-exile while Delhi’s 
Little Tibet is located at the famous Majnu-ka-Tila, proudly fluttering 
its flags. Conscious of the tremendous prestige of hosting the Dalai 
Lama, while simultaneously poking China in the eye, the government 
provides free schools, scholarships and healthcare and documents 
for international travel. 

The Afghans, fleeing to India in the wake of the Soviet-Afghan war, 
are also here on sufferance. Like the Rohingyas, they are not 
recognised as refugees but allowed to stay under the aegis of the 
UNHCR. As their numbers increase, so does conflict with local 
communities, competing for the same scarce public resources. The 
Sri Lankan Tamils number a few lakhs and have been immigrating 
for decades, even before the controversial Ceylon Citizenship Act 
disenfranchised them. Lakhs were repatriated back to India in the 
1970s and 80s. Many of them have been granted full citizenship. 

The Bangladeshi Muslims, being economic refugees, are another 
cup of tea altogether. Unlike Taslima Nasreen, the famous author, 
they are not political refugees. For the most part, they are illegal 
migrants who have trickled across the border in millions, resulting in 
often violent conflicts. Their presence in India has been legitimised 
through ration cards, which confer de facto citizenship and voting 
rights. Deporting them is an impossibility, given the numbers 
involved and successive governments have failed to stem the tide of 
migration. The Supreme Court was moved to declare in 2005 that it 
was the foremost duty of the central government to protect its 
borders and prevent trespass by foreign nationals. More recently, it 
has been monitoring efforts to fence off the Indo-Bangladesh border. 

Europeans, Israelis, Africans and other nationalities are, by contrast, 
in India on legitimate visas. As such, they are fully entitled to the 
‘atithi devo bhava’ (the guest is like a god) treatment, but don’t seem 
to be getting it. The African envoys, who are seeking a full inquiry 
into the attacks on their citizens and an official condemnation of such 
violence from the Indian government, are justified in threatening to 
take India to the United Nations Human Rights Council. Cultural 
differences and dark rumours of involvement in the drug and sex 
trade cannot be an excuse for lackadaisical action against the 
perpetrators of violence against the country’s “guests”. 

All foreign nationals must be assured of security, not merely 
because attacks on them might undermine tourism but because an 
assault on a foreign national – a guest, so to speak – is a crime of a 
particularly heinous nature, rather like inviting someone to your 
home and then assaulting them. Having said that, they do not enjoy 
immunity from the law. India’s standards for accepting foreign 
nationals are unclear. What’s clear is that having accepted them, the 
state is bound to go the extra mile in treating them with respect. 

http://www.freepressjournal.in/analysis/bhavdeep-kang-ambiguity-around-atithi-devo-bhava/1046565
http://www.freepressjournal.in/
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Myanmar Military Razes Ancient Mosque in Buthidaung 
 
By Anwar M.S.April 5, 2017 13:31 
 

 

By RVision TV Correspondent | April 4, 2017 
 
Buthidaung — A 200-year old historical mosque in Buthidaung Township was bulldozed by the Myanmar military on April 3, 2017. 
It was located at the village of ‘Lawei Dek’ in Buthidaung and was built even before the British before the British occupation of Arakan, according to 
the local folklore. 
“During the British time, there existed shops and bazaar at the both sides of the road nearby the Masjid. It was known as ‘Botoli Bazaar.’ The mosque 
was closed by the authorities only in the mid-1990s. 
“But yesterday, the military from a battalion from a battalion nearby ‘Lawei Dek’ arrived with a bulldozer and razed the mosque,” said an elderly 
Rohingya man in Buthidaung. 
Although the Myanmar government claims of putting its best efforts to end the crisis in the Arakan state, the Rohingya people are suffering from the 
persecution at all fronts including restrictions to freedom of worship. Majority of their places of worships have officially remained closed since June 
2012. 
Different Myanmar regimes throughout history have involved in systematic demolitions of the Rohingya historical monuments. 
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Tension grips Rohingya community in Jammu as Centre contemplates deportation 
 
Sameer YasirApr, 05 2017 13:29:03 IST 

 

 
Fear and tension has gripped the Rohingya 
settlements in the winter capital Jammu, after local 
newspapers reported that the Centre was exploring the 
possibility of deporting them back to Myanmar. 

The news of New Delhi pondering over the deportation of this ethnic 
Muslim minority to Buddhist majority Myanmar comes after huge 
drama over the presence of Rohingya in Jammu. The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) had recently put up 
hoardings across the region threatening Rohingyas to leave Jammu 
immediately or face the consequences. Both mainstream and 
separatist politicians are in favour of their deportation from the state. 

India has nearly 40,000 Rohingya refugees, of 
which at least 20 per cent are presently staying in two 
districts of Jammu and Samba. All of them have 
crossed over to India illegally using a sea route via the 

porous Indo-Bangladesh and Indo-Myanmar border or 
traveling through the Bay of Bengal. 

A double bench of Jammu and Kashmir High Court is already 
hearing a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by advocate Hunur 
Gupta, member of the BJP legal cell. Union Home Secretary Rajiv 
Mehrishi, on Monday, held a high-level review meeting in Delhi with 
J&K Director General of Police SP Vaid and Chief Secretary BR 
Sharma on this issue. 

Rohingya Muslims. AFP 

Rohingya community leaders in Jammu say that if the government of 
India has any apprehension about their presence in Jammu and 
Kashmir, instead of deporting them back, they should be allowed to 
temporarily settle in any other state of the country. 

“If the Indian government throws us back to Myanmar we will be 
killed,” Mohammad Johar, 35, who was among the first batch of 
refugees to arrive in Jammu, said, “We live here on private land, 
owned by Hindus and we pay monthly rent for that, everything was 
facilitated by UNHCR. Our coming here has nothing to do with we 
being Muslims, if that was the case we would have gone to Kashmir 
valley, not stayed in Jammu.” 

Rohingyas were first denied citizenship in 1982 by General Ne Win’s 
government in the erstwhile Burma. Since then, this Muslim minority 
group has largely lived in the troubled state of Rakhine. In 2012 riots, 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/myanmar-military-razes-ancient-mosque-buthidaung/
http://www.firstpost.com/india/tension-grips-rohingya-community-in-jammu-as-centre-contemplates-deportation-3368628.html
http://www.firstpost.com/author/sameery
http://www.firstpost.com/indian-premier-league-2017/
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more than 735,000 Rohingyas were forced to flee from Burma to live 
in ghettos and refugee camps in neighbouring countries, including 
India. 

Mahfooza Jahan, was seven months pregnant when the soldiers 
allegedly burnt her villages and raped several women in Sittwe 
village in the Rakhine state. She left her village, without her husband 
who could not make it. The family landed in Bay of Bengal and from 
there on they went straight to Jammu. Leaving your home, which 
takes decade to build, she says, is a terrible felling. "For last four 
years that home was in these shanties and now it seems even this 
will go," she said. 

“We are afraid not just of leaving this place but also for our children, 
they will slaughter us,” says Mahfooza, who works as a scrap 
collector and lives in Narwal Rohingya in Jammu. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti had said 
during the last budget session of the state assembly that 5,743 
Burmese (Rohingyas) are staying in the state and no instance of 
radicalisation has been reported among them so far and they have 

been living peacefully since the past six years. They are registered 
with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and also with the Union Home Ministry. 

“No Rohingya has been found involved in militancy-related incidents. 
However, 17 FIRs have been registered against 38 Rohingyas for 
various offences,” Mehbooba, who holds the charge of the Home 
Department also, had said. 

Security agencies had expressed apprehension that these people 
might fall prey to the jihadi groups but Mehbooba Mufti had said in 
the assembly that there was no report of radicalisation, although 
cases have been lodged against them for petty crimes. 

“It is not that we are living a comfortable life here. Our children can’t 
go to schools because they are not allowed to. Most of the people 
are struggling to meet both ends. But we are not breaking any law 
and are threat to no one,” Idrees Ahmad, 37, who works in a local 
hotel, told Firstpost. “Is there a place in the world we call home 
now?” he asked. 

http://www.hardnewsmedia.com/2017/04/rohingyas-people-nobody-wants 
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Rohingyas: The people nobody wants 
 

 

As the Rohingya crisis has turned from a humanitarian disaster 
to a full-fledged genocide, the places that have offered refugees 
from Rakhine safe harbour are also becoming wary of them 
Sanjay Kapoor Delhi 

In the north Indian city of Jammu, large hoardings have sprung up 
demanding the ouster of Rohingyas – the persecuted Muslim 
minority from Myanmar, some of whom have been forced to live here 
as refugees – as they supposedly constitute a threat to the local 
culture. The timing of these hoardings is unusual. Living quietly and 
unobtrusively for the past six years, these Rohingya refugees, 
scattered in different parts of the country, never attracted much 
attention. Over the past few months there has been a change in the 
way they are being perceived. Suspicion has replaced sympathy in 
Delhi’s foreign policy circles ever since Pakistan and other Muslim 
nations began to plead the Rohingyas’ case and reports began to 
appear about their flirtation with radical Islam. 

The Indian government, which had previously stayed away from 
commenting on the plight of the Rohingyas by calling it Myanmar’s 
“internal matter”, has begun to raise questions about their 
antecedents. Around 1.1 million Rohingyas live in difficult conditions 
in Myanmar where they enjoy very limited rights. Myanmarese 
authorities perceive them as Bangladeshis, for all purposes to be 
exterminated. 

Recent media reports attributed to nameless intelligence sources 
have hinted at the involvement of a Rohingya Muslim in a terror 
attack in Bangladesh plus repeated attempts by Islamic State (IS) 
recruiters to reach out to them. As if prompted by these misgivings 
about their credentials as refugees, for the first time an Indian 
minister, Jitendra Singh, posted in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
office, has expressed doubts about these refugees and demanded a 
probe into their background and intent. There are about 30,000 
Burmese refugees in India out of which 5,700 are in the state of 

Jammu and Kashmir where they are perceived as a threat to local 
culture and stability. 

The Indian government, which had previously stayed away from 
commenting on the plight of the Rohingyas by calling it 
Myanmar’s “internal matter”, has begun to raise questions 
about their antecedents. Around 1.1 million Rohingyas live in 
difficult conditions in Myanmar where they enjoy very limited 
rights. Myanmarese authorities perceive them as Bangladeshis, 
for all purposes to be exterminated 

Myanmar, which is fervently fighting an impression that its army is 
engaged in genocide, has recognised the cleavage in the 
international community regarding the Rohingya refugees. What has 
particularly caught attention is the manner in which the Foreign 
Policy Advisor of Pakistan, Sartaj Aziz, took up the Rohingya issue 
in the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) meeting in Malaysia 
earlier this year. Aziz demanded that the Muslim ummah should take 
up the issue to alleviate the crisis and that the Rohingya Muslims be 
recognised as citizens of Myanmar. The Myanmar weekly, Mizzima, 
which used to operate out of Delhi when the military junta was in 
power, said: “Pakistani diplomats across the Islamic world are 
lobbying as much for the Rohingya cause as for Kashmiri 
separatists.” The Mizzima report further says, “After the OIC 
conference, Pakistani diplomats who usually lobby OIC member 
countries for the cause of Kashmir's freedom from India have also 
tagged the Rohingya cause in their advocacy.” More importantly, 
Mizzima quotes a West Asian diplomat travelling with the Abu Dhabi 
crown prince on a recent visit to India, “There is a tendency to 
project India and Myanmar as villains denying rights to beleaguered 
Muslim communities and oppressing them.” 

The Mizzima report must have served as corroboration for India’s 
religious right which harbours deep suspicion of these Muslim 
refugees. Ever since the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government 
came to power in 2014, it has made it abundantly clear that it is 
concerned only about the plight of Hindu refugees. A citizenship 
amendment bill has been initiated that proposes to grant citizenship 
to those Hindus, Sikhs and Parsis who are facing religious 
persecution in any Islamic country. Expectedly, it does not include 
any Muslim denomination whether they are Ahmediyas, Bohras, 
Hazaras, Barelvis or the Rohingyas who are being harassed in 
Pakistan or Myanmar. 

Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been facing 
flak for the poor treatment of Rohingyas, finds a sympathetic 

http://www.hardnewsmedia.com/2017/04/rohingyas-people-nobody-wants
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response from India. The Indian foreign policy establishment 
believes that Suu Kyi has little control over foreign policy and 
security issues, which is still under the vice-like grip of the army. 
“There is nothing she can do on the issue of Rohingyas. The army 
has its own views on what kind of threat perception they represent,” 
informs a senior official in Delhi. The Indian government has been 
working with the Myanmarese army and there is also a move to 
create a bulwark against Islamic terror by bringing together Hindu 
and Buddhist nationalists. Recent Buddhist conclaves in India have 
given more meaning to this compact, which is not just directed 
against the Islamists but also aimed at controlling the Chinese 
hegemony in South and Southeast Asia. It’s an interesting strategic 
manoeuvre which is yet to pay dividends except to aggravate 
tensions, but it could see greater play in the future. 

A citizenship amendment bill has been initiated that proposes 
to grant citizenship to those Hindus, Sikhs and Parsis who are 
facing religious persecution in any Islamic country. Expectedly, 
it does not include any Muslim denomination whether they are 

Ahmediyas, Bohras, Hazaras, Barelvis or the Rohingyas who 
are being harassed in Pakistan or Myanmar 

Meanwhile, the Myanmarese army has discontinued its operations in 
Rakhine State after nine security personnel were killed in a raid by 
alleged Rohingya radicals near a border post close to Bangladesh. 
About 69,000 Rohingyas left the country and about 1,000 people 
were murdered in these operations. Known as the “people whom no 
one wants”, activists documented serious human rights abuses 
against them. There were also allegations of mass rape against 
those trying to cross over to safety.  

Suu Kyi is cognisant of the harm this issue has done to her image 
and has reached out to former UN Security General Kofi Annan to 
sort out this matter. Be that as it may, neighbouring countries like 
Malaysia are sending relief supplies to the Rohingyas, which does 
not portray Suu Kyi in a good light. 

  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39507350 

 

Aung San Suu Kyi: No ethnic cleansing of Myanmar Muslim minority 

 5 April 2017: 1 hour ago 

Media captionThe leader of Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, 
has given a wide ranging interview to the BBC's Fergal Keane 

Aung San Suu Kyi has denied there is ethnic cleansing of the 
Muslim minority in Myanmar - despite widespread reports of abuses. 

In an exclusive interview with the BBC, the Nobel peace prize winner 
acknowledged problems in Rakhine state, where the Rohingya 
people live. 

But she said ethnic cleansing was "too strong" a term to use. 

Instead, Myanmar's de-facto leader said the country would welcome 
any returning Rohingya with open arms. 

"I don't think there is ethnic cleansing going on. I think ethnic 
cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what is happening," 
she told the BBC's special correspondent Fergal Keane. 

Ms Suu Kyi added: "I think there is a lot of hostility there - it is 
Muslims killing Muslims as well, if they think they are co-operating 
with the authorities. 

"It is not just a matter of ethnic cleansing as you put it - it is a matter 
of people on different sides of the divide, and this divide we are 
trying to close up."

  
Image copyright Reuters : Image caption A Rohingya refugee girl wipes her eyes as she 
cries in a Bangladesh refugee camp 

For many, Ms Suu Kyi's perceived silence on the issue has 
damaged her reputation she earned as a beacon for human rights, 
thanks to her decades-long battle against the military junta in 
Myanmar. 

Ms Suu Kyi has come under increasing pressure internationally 
since the government of Myanmar, also known as Burma, began 
conducting counter-insurgency operations in Rakhine state. 

The military, which moved in after co-ordinated attacks on border 
guards in October, has been accused indiscriminately targeting the 
Rohingya, and subjecting them to rape, murder and torture. Some 
70,000 people are thought to have fled to Bangladesh. 

The United Nations announced last month it was to conduct an 
investigation into the alleged human rights abuses. 

But speaking in a face-to-face interview for the first time this year, 
Ms Suu Kyi said she was neither Margaret Thatcher, nor Mother 
Teresa, but a politician - and argued she had answered questions on 
the issue previously. 

"This question has been asked since 2013, when the last round of 
troubles broke out in Rakhine. And they [the journalists] would ask 
me questions and I would answer them and people would say I said 
nothing. Simply because I did not make the statements people 
wanted, which people wanted me to make, simply to condemn one 
community or the other."

  
Image copyright EPA :Image caption Protests against plans to give 
Rohingya Muslims citizenship 

Ms Suu Kyi, who said she had no idea why the October attacks were 
carried out but speculated it may have been an effort to derail the 
peace process, also denied the army had free rein to do whatever 
they like. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39507350
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-39380041
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFEEmdKbqBE&authuser=0
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However, she did acknowledge that regaining control of the military 
was something the government still hoped to do. Under the current 
constitution, the military acts independent of the governing party. 

"They are not free to rape, pillage and torture," she said. "They are 
free to go in and fight. That is in the constitution. Military matters are 
to be left to the army." 

I meet her in Naypyidaw, a relic of the absurdity and paranoia of 
military rule, a capital marooned far from the people, designed to 
keep the generals safe but where the new democratic government is 
now trying to consolidate a hold on power. 

I first interviewed Aung San Suu Kyi over two decades ago on her 
release from the first period of house arrest in July 1995. Since then 
I have followed her progress through renewed house arrest, military 
crackdowns and then the triumph of democratic elections last year. 

The atmosphere when we met was friendly. She discussed her 
government's achievements but refused absolutely to accept that the 
Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine state were the victims of ethnic 
cleansing. 

These days she is wary of the international media, disdainful of her 
international critics, far more the steely politician than the global icon 
feted from capital to capital when she was released seven years 
ago. 
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Rohingya Villagers Bear Witness to a Brutal Crackdown in Myanmar 

Carlos Sardiña Galache / Maungdaw 
 
Apr 05, 2017 
On the morning of Oct. 10, Hussein Muhammad, an old Rohingya 
man who doesn’t know his age, was awoken at 6 a.m. by a noise 
outside his home. When he stepped outside, he saw that dozens of 
soldiers and members of Myanmar's Border Guard Police had his 
hut surrounded. 

 
Mahmood looks at the spot in Myo Thu Gyi Village where he saw the Myanmar Border 
Guard Police executing three villagers in Maungdaw, Rakhine State, Myanmar on March 
19, 2017. Antolin Avezuela Aristu 

 

“They asked us if there was any ‘terrorist’ in our house," he says, 
speaking from his home in Myo Thu Gyi village near Maungdaw 
town, in Myanmar's western Rakhine state. "Then they dragged two 
of my grandsons. I tried to stop them and give them my family list to 
show them they were my grandsons, but they beat me up and 
threatened me with their weapons,” Muhammad recounts, breaking 
into tears. 

His two grandsons, Ali Muhammed and Ali Ayaz were 20 and 13 
years old respectively. They were dragged to a small forest locally 
known as “betel garden” on the fringe of the village. There, 
Muhammad says, they were executed along with another man. 

The raid on Myo Thu Gyi village followed a series of attacks on Oct. 
9, in which a group of suspected Rohingya insurgents stormed three 
Border Guard posts in Rakhine state's Maungdaw and Rathedaung 
towns, killing nine policemen. In response to the attacks, the 
Myanmar military launched violent counter-operations in the North of 
the state, in which several villages were burnt to the ground, and up 
to 1,000 Rohingya people may have been killed. In the wake of the 
so-called “clearance operation," more than 70,000 people fled to 
Bangladesh, bringing with them stories of extrajudicial killings, gang 
rape and children thrown into the flames of burning buildings. 

Myo Thu Gyi was the first village attacked by the security forces. 
Until now, the area has been completely closed off to foreign 
journalists, but TIME was granted a permit to visit Maungdaw 
independently, the first since the violence began. 

Ahmed Mahmood, a farmer in his late 20s from the same village as 
Hussein, was hiding in a hut nearby and says he saw the 
executions. "Four members of the Border Guard Police made them 
sit down on the ground with their hands under their legs. One of the 
policemen executed them while the others were looking around. He 
kicked them first in their backs and then put a bullet in their heads, 
one by one. He shot the youngest one twice, once in his back and 
once in his head," Mahmood says. 

According to several eyewitnesses interviewed by TIME in Myo Thu 
Gyi, seven villagers were killed on Oct. 10. Villagers say the military 
returned hours after the assault and took four bodies with them. 
Relatives and neighbors say they were able to hide three other 
corpses and gave them a proper Muslim burial the next day. 

About 80% of the population in the area, along the border with 
Bangladesh, belong to the one million strong Rohingya Muslim 
community, an ethnic group that has suffered decades of 
persecution at the hands of the Myanmar government. Labeled as 
“Bengalis” by authorities, they are regarded as illegal interlopers 
from Bangladesh and denied citizenship. Most live in apartheid-like 
conditions with restrictions on education, healthcare and freedom of 
movement. 

Laura Haigh, Myanmar researcher for Amnesty International, who 
investigated the incident and spoke with eyewitnesses, said the 
killings are part of a wider pattern. “What happened in Myo Thu Gyi 
is a clear example of how security forces targeted villagers at 
random, often without any evidence or known links to armed 
groups," she says, adding that the military and police would enter 
villages and open fire "shooting at people even as they fled." 

"The lack of access to the area, and intimidation and threats against 
those who speak out means that we simply do not know how many 
were killed during this appalling offensive," says Haigh. 

The speed at which the military moved in on the village — just one 
day after the attacks on the Border Guard posts — has experts 
doubting that proper investigations were carried out. 

“It is impossible that the security forces could have enough time to 
have conducted a proper investigation to ascertain if there were 

http://time.com/4716189/myanmar-maungdaw-rohingya-burma-eyewitness/
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insurgents hiding in that village,” says Chris Lewa, director of Arakan 
Project, a human rights watchdog that has been documenting 
human rights violations in Rakhine state for years. “And how a 13-
year-old child could take part in the insurgency? Those were just 
random summary executions,” she adds. 

“My grandsons had nothing to do with the insurgency, they were 
here in our house when the insurgents attacked the Border Guard 
Police. They just sell betel nut, work and try to study,” Muhammad 
says. 

A convoy of the Myanmar Police patrols the streets of Maungdaw Town during the night 

curfew on in Maungdaw, Myanmar on March 19, 2017.  Antolin Avezuela Aristu   

Five months after the attacks and subsequent raids, daily life in 
Maungdaw — a dusty city near the Naf River marking the border 
between Myanmar and Bangladesh — continues, though a curfew 
remains in place from 9 p.m. until 6 a.m. In an unusual display of 
openness, the security forces allowed TIME to accompany a police 
convoy patrolling the town. 

As the three trucks wound their way through the streets, the contrast 
between the Rohingya and the Rakhine quarters was stark, at least 
during the first hour of the curfew. Though the majority of people 
living in Maungdaw are Rohingya Muslims, the town has a sizable 
Rakhine Buddhist community and the two ethnic groups mostly live 
in separate neighborhoods. The patrol passed houses with lights on; 
people sit watching TV or talk with neighbors in their courtyards. 
"This is a Rakhine quarter," said the police. But the Rohingya areas 
were eerily deserted: all windows closed, no lights were turned on, 
and no human presence visible. 

Since the crackdown, about 600 people have been arrested on 
charges of terrorism, the government said. Security forces are still 
trying to find the leaders, though the police captain in charge of the 
patrol says he knows who they are. “We haven’t been able to find 
them so far, they must be hiding somewhere. We know their faces 
and their names," says Kyaw Aye Hlaing, adding: "For us all these 
'Bengalis' look the same, so it’s difficult to recognize them." 

Four kilometers away, in the darkness, lay Myo Thu Gyi. Kyaw Aye 
Hlaing says that the security forces launched the first assault on that 
particular village in October because the village "is full of extremists." 

"It was a very troublesome village during the violence in 2012,” he 
says, referring to the successive waves of attacks between the 
Buddhist and Muslim communities that swept Rakhine state that 
year, resulting in up to 200 deaths and 140,000 internally displaced 
people, most of them Rohingya. 

A few days after TIME visited the area, the United Nations Human 
Rights Council approved a resolution on March 24 to "dispatch 
urgently" an international fact-finding mission to probe alleged 
abuses by military and security forces, particularly against the 
Rohingya community. The Myanmar government, led by Aung San 
Suu Kyi, rejected the decision, alleging that the probe would only 
"inflame" the situation in Rakhine. Myanmar authorities have been 
accused of pursuing a campaign of ethnic cleansing against the 
Rohingya, which on Wednesday Suu Kyi denied, saying it was "too 
strong an expression" to use. 

For those whose lives have been shattered by the crackdown in 
Maungdaw, there is little hope for recourse. 

"There is no protection for us," Muhammad says. "I know we will 
never get justice for this." 

The names of all the Rohingya villagers interviewed for this report 
have been changed for security reasons. 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-rohingya-muslims-killing-muslims-aung-san-suu-kyi-ethnic-cleansing-bbc-a7669451.html#gallery 

 

Rohingya violence is 'Muslims killing Muslims' not ethnic cleansing, says Aung San Suu Kyi 

Leader is asked if she would be remembered as the Nobel Peace Prize winner who ignored ethnic cleansing in her own country 

Thursday 6 April 2017 08:06 BST

Burma leader Aung San Suu Kyi has said ethnic cleansing was too strong a 
term to describe what was happening in the country's Muslim-majority Rakhine 
region, claiming violence there was partly down to “Muslims killing Muslims”. 

The UN has launched an investigation into allegations of Burmese security 
forces killing, raping and torturing Rohingya Muslims. 

A report issued by the body earlier this year, based on interviews with 220 
Rohingya among 75,000 who have fled to Bangladesh since October, accused 
Burma’s security forces of having committed mass killings and gang rapes in a 
campaign that “very likely” amounted to crimes again humanity and possibly 
ethnic cleansing. 

“I don't think there is ethnic cleansing going on,” Ms Suu Kyi told the BBC in an 
interview when asked if she would be remembered as the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner who ignored ethnic cleansing in her own country. 

 “I think ethnic cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what is 
happening,” said Ms Suu Kyi who is facing international criticism for her 
government's handling of a crisis in Rakhine. “I think there is a lot of hostility 
there—it is Muslims killing Muslims as well, if they think they are co-operating 
with the authorities.” 

The military denied the UN's claims, saying it was engaged in a legitimate 
counterinsurgency operation, and a spokesman for Ms Suu Kyi called them 
“exaggerated”. 

“What we are trying to go for is reconciliation not condemnation,” Ms Suu Kyi 
told the BBC. 

Rohingya mothers face persecution

1/10  Ramida Begum, 35, holds her 10-day-old unnamed daughter as she poses for a 
photograph inside their shelter in Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, 
Bangladesh, February 10, 2017. Ã¬The military caught my husband and burnt our house 
down a week before I left Myanmar. Since then I donÃt know whether my husband is dead 
or alive,Ã® Ramida Begum said : Reuters 

http://www.dpa-international.com/topic/urn:newsml:dpa.com:20090101:170217-99-333830/amp
http://time.com/4710430/myanmar-rohingya-human-rights-council-probe/
http://time.com/4582157/burma-myanmar-rohingya-bangladesh-arakan-ethnic-cleansing-suu-kyi/
http://time.com/4728153/aung-san-suu-kyi-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-rohingya-muslims-killing-muslims-aung-san-suu-kyi-ethnic-cleansing-bbc-a7669451.html#gallery
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/AungSanSuuKyi
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/rohingya-muslims
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-rohingya-muslim-un-investigation-security-forces-rape-torturing-killing-genocide-myanmar-a7647691.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-39507350
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-un-rohingya-muslims-crimes-against-humanity-united-nations-exaggerated-claims-aung-san-suu-kyi-a7622331.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-un-rohingya-muslims-crimes-against-humanity-united-nations-exaggerated-claims-aung-san-suu-kyi-a7622331.html


 

23 

2/10 Minara Begum, 22, holds her one-month-old son Ayub as she sits inside their shelter 
in Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, February 10, 2017. 
Minara Begum fled to Bangladesh from Nasha Phuru village in Myanmar with her husband 
and mother-in-law. Ã¬My child doesn't get enough breast milk as I don't eat enough 
nutritious food. I have to buy milk powder from local market though itÃs not very good for 
my son,Ã® Minara said : Reuters 

3/10 :Amina, 30, holds her 16-day-old daughter Sumaiya as she poses for a photograph 
inside their shelter in Balukhali unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, 
February 8, 2017. Ã¬One and a half months ago the military came to our village and kept 
firing their guns. I ran away with my neighbours to save our lives. You see us alive here 
only because the God was so kind. They caught my uncle and my younger brother and we 
donÃt know whether they are dead or alive,Ã® Amina said: Reuters 

4/10 Fatema, 25, sits beside her one-day-old daughter Aasma in Kutupalang unregistered 
refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, February 9, 2017. Fatema fled to Bangladesh 
from Jambuinna village in Myanmar two months ago after her house was burnt down by the 
military. She crossed Naf River by boat during the night. Ã¬Our situation is better than 
many other refugees as my husband Mohammad Alom works here as a day labourer. Many 
of the new refugees have no work here, so they have to rely on relief,Ã® Fatema 
said Reuters 

5/10 Jamalida, 30, holds her two-month-old daughter Shahida as she poses for a 
photograph inside their shelter in Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, 
Bangladesh, February 10, 2017. Jamalida came to Bangladesh with her husband from 
Nasha Phuru village in Myanmar. Reuters 

6/10 Rehana Begum, 25, sits near her one-day-old unnamed daughter inside their shelter at 

Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, February 10, 2017. 
"We were in our home and suddenly the military came to our village and started shooting," 
said Rehana Begum, who fled her village of Jambuinna in Myanmar three months ago. 
"When we heard the sound of gun shots we immediately went to our relatives. We walked 
for four hours without any food and water to reach the border at 1 a.m. We paid $18 to a 
broker to cross." The figure is equivalent to 25,000 Myanmar kyat. Intercepted by 
Bangladesh border guards, Rehana Begum's family narrowly escaped being sent home. 
"They wanted to send us back, but then we heard gunshots from the Myanmar side and the 
guards released us, saying, 'Stay in Bangladesh and save your lives'," she said. Reuters 

7/10 Noor Begum, 26, sits next to her one-day-old daughter Sumaiya as she poses for a 
photograph inside their shelter in Balukhali unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, 
Bangladesh, February 8, 2017. Noor Begum came to the camp one-and-a-half months ago 
from Nagpura village with her husband Jahangir Alom. Reuters 

8/10 Rajuma Begum, 28, poses for a photograph with her one-month-old son Raihan inside 
their shelter in Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, 
February 12, 2017. Ã¬I fled to Bangladesh because of fear, because I needed to save my 
children. I was pregnant and suffering from fever while crossing the border. I also have an 
11-month-old boy, so it was very difficult to reach the border from our village Wabek in 
Myanmar. I had to rest frequently. After six hours of horrible walking finally we reached the 
border at 2am and crossed the border after paying a broker,Ã® Rajuma Begum said. 
Reuters  

9/10Asmot Ara, 18, holds her seven-day-old unnamed daughter as she poses for a 
photograph inside their shelter in Balukhali unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, 
Bangladesh, February 8, 2017. Asmot Ara said she came to the camp one month ago with 
neighbours from Nagpura village in Myanmar after her father-in-law was killed and their 
home burnt down by the Myanmar military. Reuters 

10/10 Marijaan, 20, holds her 25-day-old daughter Noor Habi as her son stands inside their 
shelter in Kutupalang unregistered refugee camp in CoxÃs Bazar, Bangladesh, February 9, 
2017. Marijaan fled to Bangladesh from Khyeri Prang village in Myanmar one month ago 
after her house was burnt down the by Myanmar military. Ã¬I reached the border at night 
and crossed by the boat. I paid the boatman to cross the Naf River,Ã® Marijaan 
said.Reuters 

When asked whether perceptions of her as an amalgam of Indian 
independence hero Mahatma Gandhi and Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
were incorrect as she was more similar to former British leader 
Margaret Thatcher, she said: 

“Well no. I am just a politician. I am not quite like Margaret Thatcher, 
no. But on the other hand, I am no Mother Teresa either.” 
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Myanmar cardinal sees biggest challenge as stopping ethnic conflicts 

 
A boy sits amid debris after a 2016 fire destroyed shelters at a camp for people displaced by violence in Sittwe, Myanmar. The Catholic Church is helping to rebuild Myanmar as it emerges from six 

decades of military rule and isolation through peace-building efforts and education, Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon said in a recent interview. (CNS photo/Soe Zeya Tun, EPA) 

By Gail DeGeorge • Catholic News Service • Posted April 6, 2017 

YANGON, Myanmar (CNS) — The Catholic Church is helping to rebuild 
Myanmar as it emerges from six decades of military rule and isolation 
through peace-building efforts and education, Cardinal Charles Bo of 
Yangon said in a recent interview with National Catholic Reporter. 

The most important issue facing the country “is to see the civil war 
stopped … between the (Kachin Independence Army) and the military 
government,” Cardinal Bo said. “We’d like to see peace in the Kachin 
state and with the Rohingyas,” a minority Muslim group named the 
world’s most persecuted people by the United Nations. 

On April 26-27, the Catholic Church, other Christian communities and 
Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists will hold an interfaith peace conference; 
the cardinal said they plan to invite members of the military, armed 
groups and civil society. He also said churches nationwide are offering 
first Friday Masses, along with special fasts and adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, for peace in the country. 

Continued ethnic conflicts mar the fledgling democracy in Myanmar, 
which, in March 2016, witnessed the inauguration of President U Htin 
Kyaw, a milestone in a transition to a mostly civilian-led government. The 
president is a close ally of Aung San Suu Kyi, the country’s de facto 
leader as state counselor, a position above the presidency that allows her 
to direct the country’s affairs. Suu Kyi led the opposition to the military 
government, was awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize and lived under 
periodic house arrest for more than 15 years until her release in 2010, 
when she helped usher in the subsequent victory of the National League 
for Democracy party. 

Cardinal Bo said that, compared to five or six years ago, “there is quite a 
dramatic change in the country,” noting that “it’s just been two to three 
years that it’s begun to open up and we could speak out freely.” 

The National League for Democracy is trying to refocus the country’s 
priorities on education and health, he said, while before, the budget was 
mostly used for the military. 

“Although there are many concerns and still problems to be addressed, I 
think the people feel so free to speak out and be more relaxed. They will 
comment on the situation and what the government is doing very freely,” 
the cardinal said. 

Yet there are stark reminders of continued ethnic and religious tensions 
in the country of 54.6 million. The Jan. 29assassination U Ko Ni, a 
prominent Muslim lawyer and an adviser to the National League for 
Democracy, shocked the country. He had been drafting changes to 
Myanmar’s constitution to rein in the power of the military, which still 
exercises considerable control. He also was critical of the treatment and 
status of the Rohingya, who are denied citizenship in Myanmar. 

The military has denied any involvement in Ko Ni’s killing. 

Attention to the plight of the Rohingya heightened as violence escalated 
last fall. Suu Kyi’s silence about the brutality against the Rohingya drew 
criticism, such as a letter in December to the U.N. Security Council 
signed by two dozen activists, including a dozen fellow Nobel Peace 
Prize laureates. Reports of villages being burned, women raped and 
children and elderly people beaten and killed prompted the Office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Feb. 3 to decry the ” 
devastating cruelty” detailed in its report. It called on the Myanmar 
government to stop the human rights violations. 

Days later, Pope Francis stepped up his earlier criticism of Myanmar’s 
treatment of Rohingya. 

“They have been suffering, they are being tortured and killed, simply 
because they uphold their Muslim faith,” Pope Francis said. He asked 
those present to pray with him “for our Rohingya brothers and sisters who 
are being chased from Myanmar and are fleeing from one place to 
another because no one wants them.” 

By mid-February, the Myanmar government said the military crackdown 
had ceased and, while largely denying that abuses had occurred, said 
reports would be investigated. 

Cardinal Bo said he and other bishops had previously been in contact 
with the Vatican about the Rohingya, though the pope’s address in 
February appeared to be prompted by the U.N. report. The same day as 
the pope’s comments, Feb. 8, Cardinal Bo said he and the papal nuncio 
had a meeting with Suu Kyi about the Vatican renewing diplomatic ties 
with the country. 

“That was very positive and will happen very soon,” he said. 

During the meeting, he said, he brought up the international community’s 
nervousness about Suu Kyi’s silence on the treatment of the Rohingya. 
Her response, Cardinal Bo said, was that “the international communities 
are really exaggerating too much and just focusing on this issue. She 
said no doubt in some instances we admit some atrocities are happening, 
but she said there are people who really exaggerate.” 

“Things are happening there, but the genocide and ethnic cleansing, she 
doesn’t seem to admit that. All the same, she said she is trying to 
investigate more the reality of things,” he added. 

“There are people inside and outside in the international community that 
sometimes might expect too much from the leaders of the new 
government,” he said. “You can’t build democracy just overnight, and 
there are so many issues here, and I think we have to go slowly, step by 
step, regarding the Rohingyas, as well as the civil war, the education 
field, health care. Just seeing the infrastructure of buildings coming up 
doesn’t mean the country is already developed,” he said. 

Citing education as one example, Cardinal Bo said 40 percent of children 
drop out of primary school in some areas of the country. 

“The cooperation of everybody is important for nation-building,” he said, 
“and it’s important for every citizen and for religious leaders to contribute 
to the nation-building.” 

In the next few months, the church will propose that the government 
return more than 80 schools confiscated in 1965. After nationalization, 
the quality of Myanmar’s education system “went down dramatically, so 
we’d like to contribute to education through the schools,” the cardinal 
said. “Before 1965, our schools were really fine and the tops in Asia. We 
want to help not only with local resources, but there are also religious 
congregations that have resource persons, and those will be able to 
assist us so we can manage.” 

The church is not waiting for the return of the properties to begin 
education efforts. Four Catholic primary schools will be opening in 
different dioceses, he said, and two secondary or high schools are 
already operating in the country. The schools will serve those of all faiths. 

The church is also starting teacher training schools and the Myanmar 
Leadership Institute in conjunction with Georgetown University, 
Washington.

http://catholicphilly.com/2017/04/news/world-news/myanmar-cardinal-sees-biggest-challenge-as-stopping-ethnic-conflicts/
http://catholicphilly.com/
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State Counsellor: some success, but we are not home and dry yet 
Submitted by cwmsco3 on Fri, 04/07/2017 - 06:35 

     

In an interview with the BBC, State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi defended the progress her government has made since coming to power 
one year ago in terms of infrastructural improvements, the peace process and free elections, and also speculated that the October attacks last year 
on border police outposts that resulted in months of area clearance operations were an effort to derail attempts to negotiate peace between 
Myanmar and the many ethnic armed insurgent groups. The following is the complete text of the BBC television interview. 

Q: In terms of change, in the lives of ordinary people, one of the 
things that has happened, as in South Africa, is there is a massive 
sense of disappointment when a liberation movement comes into 
power. What have you done to make their life better? 

A: In practical ways, lots of roads. You think that may not be much 
because you come from a country where there were roads from your 
grandfathers time. But in our country that means a lot. Because all-
weather roads make a great difference to ones lives. Last year one 
of our priorities was job creation. We discovered over this one year 
that if you start constructing all-weather Roads and provide 
electrification, people start creating jobs for themselves. That is what 
has made one of the big differences. 

But I think, we think, what we’ve done better, or what I think we have 
done better is take forward the peace movement. We can’t say that 
we are there by any means, and we can’t say we at the point where 
we are home and dry. But still, there has been success there, 
particularly because the people have become involved in it. 
 
Q: You mentioned the peace process, and you felt proud that it was 
an achievement last year, but right at this moment you have some of 
the most bitter fighting taking place on the borders of this country 
with ethnic groups ? 

A: But Fergal, you work for peace particularly because there is 
fighting. If there were no fighting there would be no need for us to 
work for peace. If there were no fighting at all, if all this settles down, 
that means the peace process is over. Now I did say at the 
beginning that we are not there yet. 

Q: You don’t control the army, you don’t control the security forces, 
and when fighting breaks out, they are free to do what they have 
always done, rape, pillage and torture? 

A: They are not free to rape, pillage and torture. That they are not 
free to do. They are free to go in and fight. That is in the constitution. 
Military matters are to be left to the army. And that is why we are 
trying to change the constitution, we feel very awkward about it. 
Amending the constitution is one of our aims. Because according to 
the national ceasefire agreement, one of the last steps would be to 
adopt a federal constitution. 

Q: If you look at the history of this country, that has been going on 
since independence? 

A: Fergal, you were in South Africa, and you did manage to end 
apartheid there didn’t you, not you, but the South Africans. 

Q: Are we talking months or years? 

A: We hope that it will not be more than a few years, that’s what 
we’re aiming at. 

Q: Can I come to the issue which has caused most international 
concern and which has led to a real turn about in the way you are 

perceived internationally and you are aware of this. You have seen 
the newspaper headlines. The comments from international figures 
condemning how you have handled the issue of the Rohingya 
muslims ? 

A: What exactly is it that they are condemning? 

Q: They want you to let a UN fact finding mission into Rakhine 
State? 

A: But that is just now, that is what they asked for last month. What 
have they been condemning over the last year? 

Q: Many many people, including those who would be sympathetic to 
you look at the situation and say why have you not spoken out ? 
Here is an icon of human rights? 

A: What do you mean by speaking out, Fergal, this question has 
been asked since 2013, when the last round of troubles broke out in 
Rakhine. And they would ask me questions and I would answer 
them and people would say I said nothing. Simply because I did not 
make the statements people wanted, which people wanted me to 
make, simply to condemn one community or the other. 

Q: Well let me quote to you what your fellow Nobel laureates have 
said, despite repeated appeals to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi we are 
frustrated that she has not taken any initiative to ensure full and 
equal citizen rights to the Rohingya. Daw Suu Kyi is the leader with 
the prime responsibility to lead with courage, humanity and 
compassion. Basically they are saying you have failed the test of 
humanity? 

A: Well that is their perception, but have they considered the fact 
that one of the first thing we did after we took over the administration 
was to go through the national verification process to give citizenship 
to all those who were entitled to it. And we started doing this and 
engaging in other developments activities to try to bring about 
stability and harmony. A lot of the problems in the Rakhine State are 
due to the fact that resources are limited and both communities are 
anxious about how their lives are going to pan out. 

In October there were these totally unexpected attacks on police 
outposts for no reason we could think of … because we had started 
the citizenship verification process, the process of bringing people 
back from the IDP camps, and resettle them, but the whole thing 
went awry because these attacks took place. We had no idea why 
these attacks took place. But a lot of people prefer to ignore the fact 
that these had happened at all. Why? 

Q: I have been there, on the ground, on a number of occasions, and 
interviewed people, and I would say I am someone who recognises 
ethnic hatred and not ethnic cleansing when I see it, after Rwanda 
and The Balkans. Maybe the attacks took place because … there is 
a rising sense of frustration and that has fed into the hands of the 
militants? 

http://www.statecounsellor.gov.mm/en/node/827
http://www.statecounsellor.gov.mm/en/gstucpz/29
http://www.statecounsellor.gov.mm/en/
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A: But as far as we could make out, at that time, things were calm 
because people were waiting to see how are development plans 
would work and our nationality verification plan. I just wonder if these 
attacks were calculated to put a stop to this process. 

Q: Wouldn’t the wisest thing to do to clear up all of this, would be to 
allow an international fact finding mission there? To allow 
international agencies in? 

A: Well we invited Dr. Annan and the commission to look into 
Rakhine before anything happened. 

Well this happened not because the UN asked for this, or any other 
body said we should have a fact finding mission, we invited Dr. Kofi 
Annan to form this commission and look into the problems in the 
Rakhine and help us to find long term solutions. We would very 
much like him to come back to see how we are getting on with the 
implementation of his recommendations. 

Q: Would you be happy, would you appeal to those tens of 
thousands who have fled the country into refugee camps in 
Bangladesh to come back ? And would you tell them that they would 
be safe if they do? 

A: If they come back they will be safe. It is up for them to decide, 
some have come back. And we have tried to find out why they fled. 
We have asked them why they fled and they said it is because of the 
fighting in their area. They did not want to come if there was still 
fighting. 

Q: And you will welcome them back? 

A: We welcome them. It is not a matter, we will welcome them back. 
They have been coming back. And those who have come back have 
been welcomed. 

Q: Do you ever worry that you will be remembered as the champion 
of human rights, the Nobel laureate who failed to stand up to ethnic 
cleansing in her own country? 

A: No, because I don’t think there is ethnic cleansing going on. I 
think ethnic cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what is 
happening. 

Q: It is what I think I saw there, I have to say. 

A: Fergal I think there is a lot of hostility there, and as I pointed out 
just now, it is Muslims killing Muslims, as well if they think they are 
collaborating with authorities. It is not just a matter of ethnic 
cleansing. It is a matter of people on different sides of a divide, and 
this divide we are trying to close up. As best as possible and not to 
widen it further. 

Q: Do you think people in the west misjudged you or 
mischaracterised you or misunderstood you. Expecting you to be 
this sort of amalgam of Mahatma Gandhi and Mother Teresa, for 
example, and actually maybe your closer in your determination and 
steeliness to someone like Margaret Thatcher? 

Well No. I am just a politician. I am not quite like Margaret Thatcher, 
no. But on the other hand I am no Mother Teresa, either. I have 
never said that I was. Mahatma Gandhi was a very astute politician. 

Q: He did put his own life at risk and ultimately tragically his life to 
protect his own minority Muslim population, was that an example you 
would not be tempted to follow? 

A: I don’t think putting one’s life at risk is a particular example that I 
would like to follow. I would like to think we could live up to his high 
principles. 

Q: One last question. What would stop you now going to Rakhine 
State and talking to all communities and appealing for peace? On 
the ground yourself? 

A: Because I want to give those who are working on the Rakhine a 
chance to show that they are capable of it. I think there’s not enough 
confidence in what our people are capable of doing. 

Q: Do you worry that people who do not want you to change the 
constitution, who are embedded in the military, embedded in 
intelligence, are going to target you and the people round you? 

A: Well it is not something I think about, because we were asked the 
same set of questions over the last 30 years since I started working 
for the NLD. I’m not concerned about an assassination, and all kinds 
of other dangers coming from the powers that be and from those 
who are in a position to engage in these activities. But it is not 
something you think about on a day to day basis, it’s just part of your 
job. 
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Mapim: Myanmar must feel the pinch over Rohingya issue 

by rashvinjeet s. bedi 

 
 
PETALING JAYA: The Government must continue to pressure 
Myanmar over the Rohingya issue that is yet to be resolved, said the 
organiser of a humanitarian mission to help the community.   

Malaysian Consultative Council of Islam Organisations (Mapim) 
president Mohd Azmi Abdul Hamid (pix) said the Government cannot 
stand by quietly after voicing its displeasure to Myanmar over the 
treatment of the Rohingya.   

“It is essential to put political pressure on Myanmar so that they will 
abide by international laws against genocide and ethnic cleansing.   

“They have to take the initiative through forums such as Asean or 
OIC to stop the atrocities,” he told The Star OnlineFriday.   

He added that although the Government is looking at maintaining 
constructive engagement with Myanmar by not cutting diplomatic 
relations, things have to be done in a different way.   

"Myanmar must feel the pinch ... The ball is still in Myanmar's court.   

http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2017/04/07/mapim-myanmar-must-feel-the-pinch-over-rohingya-issue/
http://www.thestar.com.my/authors?q=%22Rashvinjeet+S++Bedi%22
http://www.thestar.com.my/
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"That is why the (Malaysian) Government can play a big role. They 
have all avenues and forums to raise the issue. Malaysia is now 
looked as the reference to do it," he said. 

Malaysia broke ranks with Asean's non-interference policy and 
condemned the violence against the Rohingya, with Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak saying that "enough is enough" during a 
rally in December last year.   

However, atrocities against the Rohingya in Myanmar's Rakhine 
state on the coast of the Bay of Bengal have continued.   

Human rights groups have accused the military and border guard 
forces of raping Rohingya women, torching houses and killing 
civilians, but the Myanmar government has denied all the 
allegations.   

Mapim, together with Kelab Putra 1Malaysia (KP1), sent about 2,000 
tonnes of food and aid to the Rohingya community in Myanmar and 
Bangladesh in February.   

The aid mission had received the Malaysian Government's 
blessings.   

Considered to be stateless and often subjected to arbitrary violence 
and forced labour in Myanmar, the Rohingya are considered by the 
United Nations as one of the most persecuted minorities in the 
world.   

As of February this year, there were 56,458 Rohingya refugees 
registered with the UN High Commission for Refugees in Malaysia, 
although unofficial estimates are three times that number.   

Myanmar's neighbours Bangladesh and Thailand host even larger 
numbers of Rohingya refugees. 
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Jammu Chamber to launch ‘Identify & Kill’ campaign against Rohingya refugees 

• Kashmir Latest News 

KL News Network Posted on: Friday, April 7th, 2017 

Syed Junaid Hashmi 

Intensifying the campaign against the Rohingya Refugees and 
Bangladeshis living in Jammu, Jammu Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (JCCI) Friday threatened to launch “Identify and Kill” 
campaign against them to force them to leave Jammu and other 
areas of the state where they are living temporarily. 

We are giving one month time to the state government to act against 
these foreigners but nothing substantial is being done. We are 
warning the state government as well as central government to act 
against these Rohingyas who have been thrown out by their own 
countries. District administration has taken certain steps but we feel 
they are not sufficient, said Rakesh Gupta, President of Jammu 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI) in an urgently called 
press conference. 

Rakesh Gupta, President of Jammu Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (JCCI) addressing media in Jamm 

He added “we are giving this last warning to the state as well as 
central government to remove these Rohingyas and Bangladeshis 
from the state. This requires political will. If this is not done, we 
would be left with no option but to launch a movement “Identify and 

Kill” against foreign settlers who are criminals across the state. It 
would not be an offence if they are unrolled to death (Maut kye 
ghaat utaray gain) since they are not citizens of this state.” 

Gupta said that they would be doing it as part of their corporate 
social responsibility. “We have been assured by all the social, 
religious and political organizations of their complete support in this 
regard. 

Neither the government of Jammu & Kashmir is signatory to any 
United Nation’s neither treaty nor Article 370 allows illegal Foreign 
settlers for any permanent settlement in the state. We won’t let them 
survive here on our land,” said Rakesh Gupta. He added that the 
owners on whose land these foreign settlers are living should be 
booked under PSA. 

Without presenting any evidence, Gupta said that these Rohingyas 
have been selling drugs. “They are selling drugs besides being 
involved in various anti-national activities,” added Gupta. When 
asked about his close door meeting with a BJP MLC prior to holding 
this press conference, Gupta said “We do not believe in close door 
meetings. We say everything in open. We do not believe in saying 
anything behind the closed doors. We clearly believe that this is the 
biggest threat perception.” 

“There should be no double standards on foreign settlers. If that is 
not possible, then it is better to divide the state,” added Gupta. 
Regarding the demography change, Gupta said that if someone from 
Kashmir comes to Jammu or vice-versa, this is no demography 
change. “But if someone from outside the state comes to Jammu 
and settles here, demography change is bound to happen,” Gupta 
said in his first elaborate and detailed press conference. 
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Editorial 

Suu Kyi's denial is disillusioning 

Accept the truth, end the persecution 

 

 

We are outraged and disappointed at Myanmar's de facto leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi's denial of the atrocities that amount to ethnic 
cleansing, committed by Myanmarese security forces on Rohyingya 
Muslims. It is unfathomable that the Nobel Laureate, internationally 
known as a defender of human rights, would make this statement in 
a BBC interview. She has even claimed that the conflict was due to 
'Muslims killing Muslims as well' completely ignoring the UN report 
that has found mass killings and gang rapes of Rohingyas by the 
Myanmar army and police. 

The report was based on interviews with survivors in Bangladesh 
and revealed horrific accounts of Rohingya women, children and 
men being brutally killed and tortured. Is Suu Kyi trying to say that all 

these accounts have been made up? Apart from the UN 
investigations, local and international media have continuously 
reported the campaign of killing and rape of Rohingya people who 
have been denied citizenship for decades because of their ethnicity 
and religion. Around 75,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh to 
flee the latest bout of violence in October 2016. If this isn't ethnic 
cleansing, what is? 

Myanmar says its operations, which began last October, were aimed 
at tracking down militants who attacked police border posts in 
Rakhine. If that were so how can it justify the mass murders of men, 
the execution of babies and rapes of women as fleeing Rohingyas 
have told UN workers?  

The lukewarm reassurance made by Suu Kyi in the BBC interview 
that “if they come back they will be safe” rings hollow in the wake of 
her outright denial of the atrocities committed. Instead of denial she 
should make all out efforts to see that the persecution of Rohingyas 
are stopped, that the perpetrators are held to account and that 
Rohingyas are given their rightful status in their homeland, 
Myanmar. 

 

 

                        

https://www.facebook.com/mabathabahoofficia/photos/pcb.1010882719107754/1010879869108039/?type=3&theater 
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Foods shortage, facing for livelihood in Maungdaw 
Posted on April 7, 2017 by kaladannews — Leave a comment 

Rohingya Muslims are not getting adequate food and facing 
difficulties with their livelihood in Maungdaw Township due to lack of 

work and movement restriction, Rahamat, an elder said from his 
locality. 
Mostly Rohingya are farmers and 

fishermen in the community, they have been blocked to go to fishing 
after October 9, and most of the farm lands were seized by the 
authorities, he more added. 

Government is asking to registered the fishermen to go to the sea to 
catch the fishing. When Rohingya fishermen went to register, the 
authority asked to show the NVC – National Verification Card, which 
was issued for foreigner – and the Rohingya community denied to 
hold NVC – light green card, said Mohin, an activist of Rohingya 
well-fare organization. “Even Rohingya community want to  move his 
village to another, he need the NVC card,” 

According to Mohin,he visited in different villages and observed the 
situation of Rohingyas in Maungdaw Townships on April 1. On his 
survey, he found that many families including widows are starving 
along with their children. 

A widow, Shona Mehar (32), wife of late Rohim Ullah along with 
three children are not getting adequate food, they eat once per day, 
but they have no food for the next day. They are begging from door 
to door for their survivals, Mohin added. 

Mohin also said that hundreds of families are not able to feed their 
children and they have no work to support their family members. 
Even, they can’t eat dried fish as their children become vitamin 
deficiency. 

According to villagers, “We are facing many difficulties from our 
survivals and movement restrictions.”
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Govt to launch drives against unregistered Rohingyas 

Unb, Cox's Bazar 
The government is going to launch a mobile court drive against 
unregistered Rohingyas intruded into Bangladesh from Myanmar. 

During a visit to Kutubpalong refugee camp in Cox's Bazar 
yesterday, Disaster Management and Relief Minister Mofazzal 
Hossain Chowdhury Maya directed the authorities concerned to 
launch the drive. 

He also asked them to make sure all the registered refugees hold 
identity cards. 

Maya voiced concern that the Rohingya refugees are putting the 
environment of tourism hotspot Cox's Bazar at stake. "It's affecting 
the country's tourism industry. 

He asked the law enforcers to be stricter and more active in 
maintaining law and order in the district so that the women and 
children of the refugee camp cannot engage in unethical activities. 

He also asked them to prevent drug supply and trade inside the 
camp. 

The minister said the government will soon relocate the registered 
Rohingyas to Thengar Char in Noakhali to protect the tourism-
friendly environment in Cox's Bazar. 

 

http://www.independent.ie/opinion/comment/global-icon-of-human-rights-risks-worlds-ire-over-ethnic-cleansing-35607254.html 

 
 

Global icon of human rights risks world's ire over ethnic cleansing 

Today it is hard to imagine Bono or Amnesty organising a welcome concert in Dublin for Aung San Suu Kyi 

 
Lack of leadership: Fergal Keane with Aung San Suu Kyi - they have known each other for 
years, but Keane says the shutters can still come down 

Fergal Keane 

April 9 2017 2:30 AM 

I remember the day she came to Dublin. Although I was considered 
a friend and had known her for nearly 20 years, I made a point of 
watching from a distance. That was June 19, 2012 and Aung San 
Suu Kyi was the toast of the liberal world. 

Bono spoke of how her Irish supporters were "humbled, grateful at 
the fact one of your first trips overseas, you have chosen a small 
rock in the north Atlantic". 

I knew then that she had metamorphosed from being an 
international icon of human rights to a political leader. Free from 
house arrest and at the head of the National League for Democracy, 
Suu Kyi was contesting for power. Hence the distance. As a 
journalist it was my job to stand back and subject her words and 
deeds to scrutiny. 

https://kaladanpress.wordpress.com/2017/04/07/foods-shortage-facing-for-livelihood-in-maungdaw/
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Myanmar's long-suffering Rohingya Muslims hoped that Aung San Suu Kyi would make 
them full citizens. They were wrong 

 

Mohammad Siddique, 25, doesn't believe the Myanmar ID card 
being issued to Rohingya Muslims will restore the group's rights. 

 

Shashank BengaliContact Reporter 

It is just an ID card, sky blue and gently creased, but it is 

Mohammad Siddique’s greatest source of shame. 

The indignity arises not from its routine details — his name, date of 
birth, photo, thumbprint — but from what it omits. Unlike documents 
held by citizens of Myanmar, there is no mention of Siddique’s race 
or religion. 

To him it is an identity card that erases his identity. 

Siddique, 25, is a Rohingya Muslim, a stateless minority of more 
than 1 million people who live in apartheid-like conditions in the 
overwhelmingly Buddhist nation of 53 million previously known as 
Burma. 

 

Stripped of their citizenship by the country’s 
former military rulers, many are effectively 
trapped in villages and internment camps 
without the right to travel, work or marry freely 
within the country where they were born. 

After a half-century of military rule, human rights activists and 
Myanmar’s international allies hoped that Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Aung San Suu Kyi would loosen the restrictions when her civilian 
government took office a year ago. But she has refused to restore 
citizenship to the Rohingya or recognize them as an ethnic group — 
a sign of the army’s enduring influence as well as the deep antipathy 
that many Myanmar Buddhists, including leaders of Suu Kyi’s own 
party, feel toward Muslims. 

In a limited step, Suu Kyi has adopted a plan to issue the Rohingya 
ID cards that acknowledge they are residents and start a process to 
consider their citizenship claims, with no assurances. 

But many Rohingya oppose the cards, saying the omission of 
ethnicity is part of a continuing effort to eradicate any record of their 
existence here. 

“This government doesn’t want to accept us as citizens of Myanmar,” 
Siddique said at his home in U Yin Thar, a Rohingya village of tidy 
wooden shacks outside the coastal town of Sittwe. As a downpour 
lashed the tin roofs, children scurried barefoot through muddy lanes 
and Siddique’s voice grew faint. 

“They just want to kick us out of this country,” he said. 

The ID push comes as the United Nations’ Human Rights Council 
prepares to investigate reports that the Myanmar army 
indiscriminately killed, raped and abused Rohingya civilians during 
a crackdown that began last October in northern Rakhine state, 60 
miles from Sittwe. 

“Trust has been eroded for decades” between the Rohingya and the 
government, said Matthew Smith, co-founder of Fortify Rights, an 
advocacy group in Southeast Asia. “It’s lunacy to think that soldiers 
could commit atrocity crimes with impunity on Monday and have 
civilians happily cooperate with the [ID] scheme on Tuesday.” 

“There is no meaningful difference between the previous and current 
regimes on this issue,” he said. 

Myanmar has long viewed the Rohingya — who share physical, 
cultural and linguistic similarities with South Asian ethnic groups — 
as foreigners from neighboring Bangladesh, even though many 
families have lived here for generations. 

In 1982, the army enacted a law that dialed back full citizenship to 
include only members of 135 “national races” that purportedly 
existed in Burma before British colonialists invaded in 1824. The 
Rohingya were not included. 

Under the law, the best they could hope for was naturalization and a 
limited set of rights granted through a verification process that has 
proved slow and opaque. 

“You’d be hard-pressed to find anywhere on the planet that 
privileges particular ethnicities the way Myanmar does,” said Ronan 
Lee, a researcher at Australia’s Deakin University who has studied 
the Rohingya. 

In 2014, when the former government introduced the ID cards, it 
ordered the Rohingya to identify themselves as “Bengali,” a label 
they oppose. Last year, Suu Kyi relaunched the effort, but tried to 
skirt the issue of ethnicity by eliminating race and religion from the 
document. 

By early February, officials said they had issued 6,202 cards in 
western Myanmar’s Rakhine state, home to most of the Rohingya 
population. Rohingya leaders say many of those were the result of 
coercion. 

Siddique said he was tricked into accepting the card as a condition 
of his release last month from jail. 

He had served 17 months for violating travel restrictions that have 
been strictly enforced since clashes erupted between Buddhists and 
Muslims in 2012 and the government confined more than 120,000 
Rohingya to swampy displacement camps at the edge of Sittwe. 

Unable to work or study freely, thousands have attempted 
to escape on overcrowded fishing boats bound for Thailand and 
Malaysia. 

In October 2015, Siddique took his chances by slipping into the back 
of a car headed south toward the city of Yangon, but was quickly 
intercepted by police and arrested. 

http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-myanmar-rohingya-2017-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-shashank-bengali-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-shashank-bengali-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-myanmar-suu-kyi-20151109-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-myanmar-rohingya-20170102-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-c1-myanmar-rohingya-20151228-story.html


 

31 

The day before he was freed, he was brought to a room where a 
prison guard took his picture and told him to sign and leave a 
thumbprint on one side of what Siddique thought was a prisoner 
release form. 

When he folded the card over, his heart fell. “Identity Card for 
National Verification” was printed in bold letters. 

At home, he reluctantly showed his family the document, holding it 
by the edges, as if it were soiled. Although officials said the card 
would give him freedom of movement, police at the checkpoint that 
seals off his village wouldn’t let him leave. 

“Why did you take it?” his mother asked. 

He told her he had no choice, that guards had kicked him with their 
boots and called him kalar, a slur for dark-skinned. 

“I worry that the card will be used to persecute him,” said his aunt, 
Zurah Khatu. 

Siddique was born in the same village as his father, who once 
worked for the army. No one in the family has held a job since 2015, 
when authorities bowed to the demands of Buddhist nationalists and 
revoked the temporary IDs that had allowed the Rohingya one of 
their last basic rights: to vote. 

Unlike other controversial provisions enacted under military rule — 
such as blocking Suu Kyi from the presidency because she had a 
foreign spouse, or reserving one-quarter of parliamentary seats for 
the military — there is little support in Myanmar for changing the 
citizenship law. With Buddhist nationalists and extremist 
monks fanning anti-Muslim sentiment, Suu Kyi has remained largely 
silent on the Rohingya question. 

U Nyan Win, a spokesman for Suu Kyi’s party, said the government 
supported expanding citizenship criteria — to a point. 

“We want to see citizens, not ethnic groups,” he said. “But there is 
no such ethnic group as the Rohingya in our history.” 

Even Suu Kyi’s modest step has triggered protests in Rakhine state 
among hard-line Buddhists who complain that making Rohingya 
eligible for citizenship risks “Islamizing” the country — even though 
it’s more than 90% Buddhist. 

“The government should be conscious of the security of the country,” 
said U Aung Htay, leader of a Buddhist civil society group in Sittwe. 
He pointed to the deaths of nine police officers in northern Rakhine 
last October at the hands of alleged Rohingya militants, a series of 
attacks that prompted the army crackdown. 

“If that kind of attack happens again, people will suffer,” he said. 
“And you can assume the Bengali people are responsible.” 

Rohingya say that even if they accepted the new ID, many would 
have little chance of meeting the law’s onerous requirements for 
regaining citizenship, including “conclusive evidence” of lineage in 
Myanmar. 

In the Maw Thi Nya displacement camp outside Sittwe, 63-year-old 
Abdul Shafi held out his battered old citizenship card — nullified by 
the 1982 law — that he rescued from the 2012 clashes. 

Shafi said officials had visited the camp multiple times in recent 
months to promote the new card, and he worried the government 
would use their refusal as a pretext to expel Rohingya from the 
country. As a group of men around him nodded vigorously, he 
remained defiant. 

“We will not take this card,” he said. “Even if they kill us, we will not 
accept it.” 

"They just want to kick us out of this 
country." 

— Mohammad Siddique, a Rohingya Muslim 
in Myanmar 

 

 
This is all that remains of Abdul Shafi's Myanmar citizenship card, 
which was nullified by a 1982 law that stripped the rights of 
Rohingya Muslims. (Shashank Bengali / Los Angeles Times) 
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In Photos: The Hard Life of J&K’s Rohingya Refugee Children 

Sajad Rafeeq 
 

Today,9 April, 2017: 11 hours ago 
Born hundreds of miles away from their hometown in 
an alien land, the Rohingya refugee kids are deprived 
of the joys of childhood. 

To escape persecution at the hands of Buddhist 
extremists, the Muslim Rohingya community of 
Myanmar found safe shelter in the outskirts of Jammu 
city in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. More than 
5,000 families, recognised by the UNHCR, have fled to 
India from their home state of Rakhine. 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 
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The children in these refugee camps are forced to accept the difficult 
circumstances. The lack of basic sanitation and basic amenities are 
common. 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

The girls get married at the age of 12 and many of them suffer from 
birth complications. 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

Lack of education, medical facilities and proper nutrition are the 
basic problems every refugee children in these camps is facing. 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

Now the Jammu unit of the BJP demands expulsion of these 
refugees from the state. The future is uncertain for these unfortunate 
people who might be forced out of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

 
(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 
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(Photo: Sajad Rafeeq) 

(Sajad Rafeeq is a freelance photographer based in Srinagar.) 
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Warrants Issued for Hundreds of Rohingya Youths in Northern Maungdaw 
 
By Anwar M.S.April 9, 2017 22:06 
 
Maungdaw — The Myanmar Border Guard Police (BGP) has recently issued arrest warrants for more than hundred of Rohingya youths in 
northern Maungdaw in alleged connection with the rebels in the region, it has been reported. 
The BGP from the Camp 12 based at the village of ‘YweNyoTaung’ have issued the warrants considered as arbitrary by the human rights observers 
for the following number of youths from the following villages. 

1) 105 from the village of ‘Ye Khae Chaung KhwaSone’ locally known as ‘Bor Gozi Bil.’ 

2) 69 from the village of ‘Ye Dwin Chaung’ locally known as ‘Raimma Bil’ 

3) 59 from the village of ‘Kyar Gaung Taung’ locally known as ‘Rabailla’ 
U Aye Myint, a human rights observer based in Maungdaw while speaking to Rohingya Vision, said “this is a list of targeted arbitrary warrants issued 
aiming to reduce the numbers of the Rohingya youths including underage teenagers in the Arakan state. As a result, many youths in the region have 
been living in their hideouts for past few days in fear of arbitrary arrests.” 
According to the accounts narrated by the locals, in 2012 and after, the Myanmar authorities systematically forced hundreds of Rohingya youths in 
Maungdaw and Buthidaung to flee from the country by issuing arbitrary arrest warrants against them after accusing them of involving in the June-
2012 violence. 
  

https://coconuts.co/yangon/news/un-pushes-myanmar-release-detained-rohingya-children/ 

COCONUTS  YANGON 

UN PUSHES MYANMAR TO RELEASE ROHINGYA CHILDREN FROM PRISON 

By AFP Apr. 9, 2017 

 

 
Rohingya children. Photo: Flickr / Steve Gumaer 

 

The UN children’s agency UNICEF has called on 
Myanmar’s government to release Rohingya children 
detained as part of a sweeping military campaign in 
Rakhine State. 

More than 600 people were arrested in an army crackdown against 
Rohingya Muslims in the north of the restive state. The operation 
was launched after deadly attacks by militants on police posts in 
October. 

Rohingya escapees in neighboring Bangladesh, where more than 
70,000 have fled, gave UN investigators accounts of beatings, 
torture and food deprivation inside the jails. 

Minors are among those detained. 

UNICEF’s deputy executive director Justin Forsyth said he had given 
the country’s de facto civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi details of 
around a dozen youngsters being held in Buthidaung prison. 

“There are some children that are detained in prison, so those are 
the cases that we’re raising,” he told AFP late on Saturday at the 
end of a brief trip to Myanmar. 

“Any child that’s detained is an issue for us.” 

Nobel Laureate Suu Kyi and Myanmar’s army chief both recognized 
“that there’s an issue here” but made no firm commitment for their 
release, he added. 

Government spokesman Zaw Htay declined to comment when 
contacted by AFP on Sunday. 

The UN Human Rights Council has agreed to send a mission to 
Myanmar to probe allegations that troops and police raped, killed 
and tortured Rohingya in their months-long campaign. 

Myanmar has rejected the accounts collected by UN investigators in 
the Bangladesh refugee camps, who said the crimes could amount 
to ethnic cleansing. 

“I think ethnic cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what 
is happening,” Suu Kyi said in an interview with the BBC last week. 

Myanmar’s police and the military have both launched separate 
probes to investigate the deaths of at least eight people in custody in 
northern Rakhine. 

UN rights envoy for Myanmar Yanghee Lee said some 450 people 
were being held in Buthidaung prison when she visited in January, 
most without access to lawyers or their families. 

Myanmar has long faced criticism for its treatment of more than one 
million Rohingya, who are vilified as illegal “Bengali” immigrants and 
forced to live in apartheid-like conditions even though many have 
lived in the country for generations. 

A group calling itself the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army has 
claimed the October attacks, which it said were intended to defend 
the rights of the persecuted minority after years of worsening 
conditions. 

Forsyth said there was a growing recognition among both 
Myanmar’s civilian government and army that depriving Rohingya 
children of opportunities had bred militancy. 

“The reality is if you don’t address these issues particularly for these 
communities then it will come back to haunt them, which is partly 
what has happened,” he said. 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/warrants-issued-hundreds-rohingya-youths-northern-maungdaw/
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Rohingya Muslims in city on the edge after Jammu crackdown 
TNN | Apr 10, 2017, 06.53 AM IST 

 

Rohingya refugees at a camp 

CHARMINAR: With the Centre reportedly planning to crack the whip 
on Rohingya Muslim refugees and sentiments rising against them in 
Jammu region, activists working for them said most Rohingyas in the 
city have refugee cards.  
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees issues refugee 
cards to those fleeing persecution in the own countries after a 
thorough vetting process. The activists said it from this agency that 
Rohingya Muslim refugees have obtained cards.  
 
According to police sources, the number of refugees in the city is 
approximately 3,400. Around 400 are those from various countries 
such as Yemen, Afghanistan and Iraq, among others.  
 
City-based activist Mazher Hussain from Confederation of Voluntary 
Associations (COVA), an implementing partner of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, pointed out that international 
charters prohibit the deportation of refugees.  
 
"Those residing in the country illegally such as after the expiry of a 
visa are very different from refugees and asylum seekers. While the 
former can be deported, the latter groups are protected by the 
charters. The government can send them to a third country provided 
that the country is willing to take them in," Hussain explained.  
 
He said that a vast majority of refugees which COVA is handling 
have refugee cards. Several others, he said, have a Under 
Consideration Certificate which means that granting them refugee 
status is being considered.  

 
It was in 2012 that refugees from Myanmar began to arrive in the 
city. While their numbers were considerably high as many as an 
estimated 100 a month the arrivals began to taper off subsequently. 
"The number of Rohingya refugees has dropped since 2015. It was 
even lower in 2016," Hussain said.  
 
Explaining the process of obtaining refugee cards from the United 
Nations High Commission Refugees, he said that it is a four step 
process which could take up to a year as the agency is meticulous 
with its work. "The process includes a first interview which sees the 
person or family being interviewed followed by other processes," 
Hussain said.  
 
These refugees live in different parts of town including Balapur and 
Kishan Bagh, among other areas.  
 
Those residing in the country illegally such as after the expiry of a 
visa are very different from refugees and asylum seekers. While the 
former can be deported, the latter groups are protected by UN 
charter. The government can send them to a third countryprovided 
that it is willing to take them in " Hussain explained. 
 
He said that a vast majority of refugees which COVA is handling 
have refugee cards. Several others, he said, have a Under 
Consideration Certificate which means that granting them refugee 
status is being considered. 
 
It was in 2012 that refugees from Myanmar began to arrive in the 
city. While their numbers were considerably high - as many as an 
estimated 100 a month - the arrivals began to taper off 
subsequently. "The number of Rohingya refugees has dropped since 
2015. It was even lower in 2016," Hussain said. 
 
Explaining the process of obtaining refugee cards from the United 
Nations High Commission Refugees, he said that it is a four step 
process which could take up to a year as the agency is meticulous 
with its work. "The process includes a first interview which sees the 
person or family being interviewed followed by other processes," 
Hussain said. 
 
These refugees live in different parts of town including Balapur and 
Kishan Bagh, among other areas.

 

Kaladan News 

Any child that’s detained is an issue for us: UNICEF 

Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 10 April 2017  

“There are some children that are detained in the Buthidaung prison, so those are the cases that we’re raising,” Justin Forsyth, the United National 

Children’s Fund - UNICEF - deputy executive director, said at the end of a brief trip to Myanmar on April 9. 

 

Affecting the country’s tourism industry: Disaster Management and Relief Minister  

Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News,Published: 10 April 2017 

Disaster Management and Relief Minister Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Bir Bikram, said on April 8, the Rohingyas will be relocated from 

Cox's Bazar district to Thengar Char of Noakhali district to avoid from putting the environment of tourism hotspot Cox's Bazar at stake. 

 

Authority will provide plot soon to the villagers at Maungdaw 

 Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News,Published: 10 April 2017  

Housing plot will soon provide to War Peik Rohingya villagers in Maungdaw north which were setting on fir on November 12, 2016 by Burmese 

security force, said Mir Kasim from the village. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/rohingya-muslims-in-city-on-the-edge-after-jammu-crackdown/articleshow/58101189.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Rohingya-Muslim
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Mazher-Hussain
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/United-Nations-High-Commission-Refugees
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/United-Nations-High-Commission-Refugees
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http://www.dvb.no/news/organisers-arakan-army-cup-arrested-unlawful-association/75088 

 

Organisers of ‘Arakan Army Cup’ arrested for unlawful association 

 
U Nanda Thara, left, and Khine Ni Min were arrested on 10 April 
2017. 

• By WUNNA KWANYO / DVB 

• 10 April 2017 

The abbot of a local monastery and another man were arrested in 
Arakan State’s Mrauk Oo Township on Monday after they organised 
a football match dubbed the “Arakan Army Cup.” 

U Nanda Thara, the monk, and Khine Ni Min were attempting to hold 
the sporting competition to commemorate the eight-year anniversary 
of the Arakan Army’s founding, with the pair likely to face trial on 
Unlawful Association Act charges. 

A police officer in Mrauk Oo told DVB that authorities arrested the 
abbot of Mya Tansaung Monastery and Khine Ni Min after a case 
was filed by a local infantry battalion. 

“[We] arrested them under the Unlawful Association Act. The case 
was first filed by LIB [Light Infantry Battalion] 540 and we had to 
open the case. We had to arrest them based on the investigation 
and case file.” 

Yan Naing Latt, a police officer in Sittwe, said the two men had been 
transferred to the Arakan State capital and made an initial 
appearance before a court there on Monday afternoon. 

Arm Thar Gyi, the chair of Sittwe-based civil society group Thigaha 
Kanlett, told DVB, “The case was filed at Mrauk Oo Police Station, 
not at our Sittwe [police jurisdiction]. Now, they are at the Sittwe 
court. Mrauk Oo Police Station has had a case open since 8 April. 
But we will continue the match as planned.” 

Authorities last week pressured the abbot not to go forward with the 
football match planned for Monday, seizing a vinyl banner promoting 
the event. 

The match, along with a concert and speeches from literary figures, 
were due to be held on the Mya Tansaung Monastery’s grounds to 
coincide with the day marked as the anniversary of the Arakan 
Army’s formation on 10 April 2009. 

Several people have faced unlawful association charges for alleged 
ties to the Arakan Army, including 13 youths sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment in June 2016. 

The Arakan Army is one of several militant organisations to engage 
in hostilities with government troops in recent years, escalating its 
conflict with the Tatmadaw in November when it joined three other 
ethnic armed groups to stage a coordinated assault on military 
and police installations in northern Shan State.

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-4399472/Rohingya-community-crackdown-cards-terror-fear.html 
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Rohingya community crackdown on the cards over terror concerns: Fate of around 40,000 
Rohingya living in India set to be sealed soon 

• India is not a signatory of the UN Refugee Convention and does not grant refugee status to those in need  

• The Rohingya people are a Muslim Indo-Aryan community from the Rakhine State of Myanmar 

• The Rohingya are often described as one of the most persecuted minorities in the world 

• Hundreds died in communal violence between Buddhists and Rohingya in 2012, further worsening their plight 

• Indian security agencies say these youths may be more prone to radicalisation than Indian Muslims  

By Shashank Shekhar and Arvind Ojha 

Indian intelligence sources say that the runaway Rohingya 
community from Myanmar have emerged as a serious security threat 
to India. 

Indian authorities are now running a sweeping drive to identify the 
refugees for relocation or deportation. 

The reports come days after New Delhi urged Naypyidaw to contain 
violence against the Muslims living in the western part of Myanmar 
bordering Bangladesh.

Rohingya Muslim refugees in Delhi protest against the crackdown on 
ethnic Rohingyas in Myanmar (Burma) 

http://www.dvb.no/news/organisers-arakan-army-cup-arrested-unlawful-association/75088
http://www.dvb.no/author/wunna-kwanyo
http://www.dvb.no/news/13-youths-sentenced-for-ties-to-arakan-rebels/67241
http://www.dvb.no/news/13-youths-sentenced-for-ties-to-arakan-rebels/67241
http://www.dvb.no/news/8-killed-ethnic-rebels-hit-muse/72729
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-4399472/Rohingya-community-crackdown-cards-terror-fear.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Shashank+Shekhar
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Arvind+Ojha
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
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Sources say the home ministry has not yet made an official call on 
their deportation but the fate of around 40,000 Rohingya, who have 
taken refuge in India, will be sealed soon.  

Hundreds have died in communal violence between Buddhists and 
Rohingya in 2012, worsening their plight, and in the last few years 
thousands from the Muslim community have fled to countries such 
as India, Thailand, Malaysia and Bangladesh.  

              
The Rohingya people are a Muslim Indo-Aryan community from the 
Rakhine State of Myanmar and are often described as one of the 
most persecuted minorities in the world (pictured - family in a 
refugee settlement in Bangladesh) 

Intelligence officials are closely observing the movements of the 
Rohingya. 

Delhi Police's special cell arrested two youths of the community from 
Kolkata last month who allegedly had links with terrorist groups and 
were planning to fly to Dubai on fake passports. 

A number of Rohingya are also living in and around the national 
Capital. 

Biju Janata Dal leader Bhartruhari Mahtab claimed in the Lok Sabha 
last week that 40,000 Rohingya Muslims had illegally entered India 
from Myanmar and they are being trained as terrorists, creating an 
'alarming' situation. 

'There are too many of them living in the country and are mostly 
being confused as Bengali. 

'They are vulnerable to getting radicalised and recently they have 
been behind terrorist activities. There were terror alerts about them 
in the past but now the government has initiated a check on them,' 
said a senior intelligence officer. 

              
A refugee girl carries water jug in Kutupalong new expanded 
Rohingya refugee camp 

Sources say the identification process will be over soon with the help 
of state governments. However, deportation won't be easy as they 
are spread over large parts and many have got Indian documents 
now, they added. 

The government of Myanmar does not officially recognise the 
Rohingya, regarding them as illegal Bengali immigrants, despite 
many being able to trace their roots back in Myanmar for 
generations. 

A senior Delhi Police officer told Mail Today that many Rohingya 
Muslims have also been involved in petty crimes. 

'They can be a potential threat soon and it is important to identify 
and act against them before they become a part of the local 
populace,' he said. 

This potential threat came to the notice of security agencies in 2013 
after the arrest of Lashkar-e-Taiba commander Abdul Karim Tunda 
who traveled from Pakistan to Bangladesh over the past decade to 
explore the possibility of recruiting Rohingya youth for terror. 

             
12 year old Nurana stands outside her home in the Shamalapur 
Rohingya refugee settlement in Chittagong district, Bangladesh. She 
escaped to Bangladesh from Myanmar 10 years ago with her 
parents and 6 siblings 

Tunda had promised LeT chief Hafiz Saeed that he will train 
Rohingya Muslims in making bombs and in motivating them, 
but only if they carried out a blast in India.  

Saeed earlier referred to them as 'brothers' and spoke against their 
persecution in Myanmar. 

Security agencies say these youths may be more prone to 
radicalisation than Indian Muslims. 

The Chamber of Commerce and Industries of Jammu last week 
demanded the immediate deportation of Rohingya and Bangladeshi 
Muslims settled in the area, saying that the business community 
would otherwise launch an 'identify and kill' operation against them.  

As per the J&K government's figures, a total of 5,743 Rohingya are 
staying in the state for the past six years and the police as well as 
other agencies have not reported even a single incident of 
radicalisation or their involvement in any militancy related act.  

Although home to numerous refugees from across South Asia, India 
is not a signatory of the UN Refugee Convention and does not grant 
refugee status. 

 

 

http://www.mizzima.com/news-domestic/12-parties-issue-statement-accusing-some-nld-leaders-violating-uec-directives 

 

12 parties issue statement accusing some NLD leaders of violating UEC directives 

By Soe Thu Aung 

http://www.mizzima.com/news-domestic/12-parties-issue-statement-accusing-some-nld-leaders-violating-uec-directives
http://www.mizzima.com/author/soe-thu-aung
http://www.mizzima.com/
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On Tuesday, 11 April 2017 
 

 
People walk in front of a campaign advertising of the National League for Democracy (NLD) 
party for the upcoming by-election in the country, in downtown Yangon, Myanmar, 29 March 
2017. Photo: Lynn Bo Bo/EPA 

 
Twelve political parties including the main opposition party, the 
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), issued a joint 
statement on April 7 saying some leaders of the ruling National 
League for Democracy (NLD) party violated directives issued by 
Union Election Commission (UEC). 

Just two days before the by-elections held on April 1, State 
Counsellor and Foreign Affairs Minister, NLD Chairperson Aung San 
Suu Kyi delivered her address in commemoration of one year after 
taking power. 

The full text of this nationwide televised address was reported in all 
state-run daily papers just one day before the by-elections along with 
the NLD’s new motto, ‘Together with the people.’ 

In the televised address, Aung San Suu Kyi said her party had 
fulfilled promises madeduring the election campaign in 2015. 

“I don’t mean NLD government is a government owned by NLD. I 
mean we take responsibility for governance. In the last two years, 
our party motto was ‘It’s time for change’. And after one year of 
taking power, I think, we should change this motto slightly. We will 

march forward on this road ‘together with the people’”, Aung San 
Suu Kyi said in her address. 

The opposition parties pointed out that the address which was 
covered in state-run daily papers were violations of directives issued 
by UEC. 

Chairman Thu Wai of Democratic Party (Myanmar) which is one of 
the parties in this joint statement, said, “She can talk about her 
government’s achievements in this one year period but when she 
spoke about her party’s achievements it wassimilar to campaigning 
for the party. I don’t know whether it was deliberate or accidental. 
This is contrary to the electoral laws and directives issued by UEC. 
We just want to point out what should not be done by the ruling 
party.” 

The joint statement says that the televised address violated the 2008 
Constitution and directives issued by UEC. 

NLD Central Committee member Aung Shin responded by saying, 
“According to our understanding, the televised address delivered 
on March 30 is a review of the activities of government over one 
year. It is not an election campaign for any party. It is just an 
objective and dignified review of the strong and weak points of 
governance over one year.” 

The joint statement further says that the 12 political parties will 
submit their objections to the UEC in accordance with the law. 

UEC Secretary Tin Tun said, “We have not yet received any letter in 
this regard so we have no comments yet on the matter. When we 
receive official communication, it will be discussed and decided on 
by UEC Chairman and members. I alone cannot say anything on this 
matter.” 

 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/58e4eac94.html 

 

Rohingya orphans seek safe space to heal 

UNHCR is working to identify and assess the best interests of unaccompanied children who recently arrived in the refugee camps of Bangladesh. 

By: Vivian Tan   |  10 April 2017 

Many Rohingya children like these, photographed in February 2016, live in overcrowded 
makeshift sites in Bangladesh after fleeing violence in Myanmar.  © UNHCR/Saiful Huq Omi 

UKHIYA, Bangladesh – At their age, Asif and Suleman* should be 
running around, kicking up dirt, giving their parents trouble. Instead 
the young brothers sit like statues, staring blankly with dull eyes.  

Suleman is 12 and Asif eight, but they look much younger than their 
peers. In recent weeks, their daily routine has consisted of religious 
school and private English lessons. No play and only sporadic sleep. 

“I have dreams of happy children playing,” said Suleman 
unexpectedly. “But in my dreams we can’t play with them. I’m always 

afraid. If something falls on the ground or there is a sudden noise, I 
jump and remember what happened.” 

The boys are among many distressed Rohingya children who have 
arrived in Bangladesh since October last year, when a security 
crackdown in Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state tore them from their 
families. More than 70,000 people are estimated to have fled to 
Bangladesh in the last five months; as many as half could be 
children aged under 18 years. 

“I’m always afraid.” 

Suleman and Asif were playing in their backyard when their home 
was raided. They ran away, unable to save their little brother who 
was playing in the front of the house. They believed their parents 
were shot and killed in the attack, but do not  know if their brother 
survived. 

Fleeing with some neighbours, they were eventually taken to their 
uncle Mustafa in Bangladesh, who had fled earlier in October with 
his family. Today they live in a makeshift shelter and have received 
some rice and relief supplies. 

http://www.unhcr.org/58e4eac94.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
http://www.unhcr.org/X68
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Beyond their immediate needs, these boys will need psychosocial 
counselling to help them overcome the loss of their loved ones and 
the violence they have witnessed. 

In Kutupalong and Nayapara refugee camps, multi-age play spaces 
have been set up to help address mental distress.  

“Play is essential for all children to build a foundation for learning, 
but it is particularly important for refugee children because of its 
therapeutic role,” said Marzia Dalto, UNHCR’s Protection Officer in 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. “When properly managed, safe and 
imaginative play can help to reduce stress and optimize brain 
development. It can provide healing opportunities for children’s 
emotional trauma and offer hope to break the cycle of physical and 
emotional violence.” 

Asif, 8, and Suleman, 12, say their parents were killed in the violence near Maungdaw, 
Myanmar.  © UNHCR 

For some, play can feel like a luxury. Kamal*, 12, lost his parents 
during the violence in Myanmar. With nothing to their name, he and 
three elder sisters fled to Bangladesh in November. They had to 
borrow 80,000 kyat (US$60) from a neighbour to pay for a boat to 
cross the Naf River. 

In Bangladesh, they were found by a long-staying Rohingya refugee, 
Noor Kaida, who decided to host them despite having four children 
of her own. 

“I came across these children crying at a graveyard nearby,” said 
Noor Kaida, 27, who herself fled Myanmar as a baby with her 
parents. “I took them in because they have nothing, no one. They 
are so vulnerable and we have a moral responsibility for them.” 

“They are so vulnerable and we have a moral 
responsibility for them.” 

As the only boy, Kamal volunteered to work at a tea shop in town. 
He barely comes back to their shelter anymore. 

His eldest sister Talifa*, 18, worries incessantly: “They are still so 
young. How we will find food and clothing, how we will survive? We 
are also in debt to our neighbour for the boat fees. He keeps asking 
and I promised to beg or do whatever I can to repay him.” 

Their host says she will shelter them for as long as she can – “until 
they find their own shelter or get married.” 

Good intentions aside, the presence of so many unaccompanied 
minors raises serious protection concerns around the risk of child 
labour, early marriage, trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

UNHCR has mobilized community support groups involving women 
and youth in the refugee camps to reach out to these vulnerable 
children. The agency is also working with partners to trace family 
members where possible, and to assess the best interests of those 
who have no surviving family. Options could range from tracing and 
reunification with close relatives, to appointing guardians or foster 
families who can offer care and guidance. 

“I think of my parents often,” said Talifa. “We bear the pain inside but 
we have to deal with it.” 

*Names changed for protection reasons 
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Displaced Rohingyas Denied Right to Fully Reclaim their Lands 
 
By Anwar M.S.April 11, 2017 18:54 
 

 

 
Maungdaw – The Myanmar government has denied the displaced 
Rohingya people in Maungdaw Township the right to fully reclaim 
their lands after they were internally displaced from their homes last 
year, according to the reliable sources. 
The Myanmar military along with the Border Guard Police (BGP) almost 
entirely burnt down numbers of Rohingya villages during the so-called 
‘Clearance Operation’ by the Myanmar military in October-November in 
2016 forcing thousands of people to flee from the country or internally 
displaced. 
As the situation has calmed down to an extent now, many displaced people 
taking shelter in the neighborhoods are returning to their villages and 
erecting shelter-tents/huts on their original lands. On April 4, the 
Maungdaw Township Administration ordered the village administrators of 
the mentioned villages to demolish the huts erected by the displaced 
people. 
The government has declared that the lands of the burned villages now 
belong to the government and the displaced people have no longer rights 
to claim their own lands. The government has been implementing a 
rehabilitation plan for the displaced people, which they oppose. 
“The military have burnt down our homes. Now, the authorities claim that 
we no longer own our lands. They are instead giving us a 40 square feet 

of plot for a family which has three to four households and said they are 
giving us these little ground plots on the ground of sympathy” said an 
internally displaced Rohingya while speaking to Rohingya Vision TV. 
In Arakan state (now known as Rakhine state), a Rohingya family has 
many members resulting from the government’s refusals to issue or 
separate ‘New Household Registration Lists’ growing numbers of family 
members. 
The displaced man continued “me; my grand-parents; my parents; and my 
siblings and their child; all are in one ‘Family List.’ The government has 
refused to separate our family lists despite our repeated applications. And 
they complain we, Rohingyas, have big families and many children. 
“And these huge numbers of people can’t live in a single house and so, we 
need to build small side-house but we are only allowed to have one house 
as per our family household list. Now, according to the current 
rehabilitation plan, it is like at least 40 people have will cram and live in a 
small space of 40 square feet.” 
After the Myanmar armed forces such as the military and the Border Guard 
Police (BGP) burned down thousands of the Rohingya homes at the 
villages of ‘Wapeik’, ‘Pwint Phyu Chaung’, ‘Kyar Gaung Taung’, ‘Myau 
Taung’, ‘Ye Khae Chaung KhwaSone’, ‘Dar Gyi Zar’, ‘Thayet Oak’, ‘Thu 
Oo Hla’, Kyet Yoe Pyin’, ‘Ngar Sar Kyu’, and ‘Oo Kyi Kyar’ etc on the 
pretext of ‘the so-called Operation Clearance’ on October 9, 2016. More 
than 70,000 people have fled to Bangladesh, while thousands remain as 
the IDP (internally displaced people) in the country. 
After March 3, the authorities levelled the burnt Rohingya homes at the 
village of ‘Wapeik’ and destroyed the earlier shape/map of the village. 
Confiscating two-third of the earlier Rohingya-owned lands in the village, 
the government has planned to share only one-third of the village to 
villagers. Similar planning have been implemented all over northern 
Maungdaw. 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/displaced-rohingyas-denied-right-fully-reclaim-lands/
http://www.unhcr.org/X6E
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Burma’s National Security Adviser U Thaung Tun did not use the word 
" Rohingya and Ethnic minority of Burma". It is found that his plan also to apply the previous President U Than 

Sein's Arakan Action plan on Rohingya. His NVC plan is Non Verification of Citizen which would 
Eliminate  Rohingya from their Home Land. He is playingPolitical Magic Game in-front of  International Community to 
hide Myanmar Govt's  Ethnic Cleansing Against Rphinga, Crime Against Humanity. So, I earnestly appealing to 

raise voice to protect  Rohingya from on going "GENOCIDE". 
 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/national-security-adviser-highlights-development-plans-arakan-conflict-zone.html 

 
 

National Security Adviser Highlights Development Plans for Arakan Conflict Zone 

 

 
National Security Affairs adviser U Thaung Tun holds a press conference at the NRPC 
office on Tuesday.  / Chan Son / The Irrawaddy 

By Moe Myint 11 April 2017 

RANGOON — Burma’s National Security Adviser U Thaung Tun 
emphasized the government’s plans for development in Arakan 
State and downplayed international reports of crimes against the 
Muslim minority in the region, when speaking to the press on 
Tuesday in Rangoon. 

U Thaung Tun held a closed-door meeting with several foreign 
diplomats on Tuesday at the National Reconciliation and Peace 
Center, as well as with dozens of representatives from international 
non-profit organizations, none of whom could be reached for 
comment. 

Before the meeting, he told reporters at a press conference that the 
government would draw upon a development fund of US$140 million 
to invest in health and education facilities in conflict-torn northern 
Arakan State, and would employ more Muslim minority staff 
members in these sectors, but did not provide specifics on their 
potential roles or a timeframe for implementation. The government is 
currently setting up vocational schools and working out plans to to 
provide eight townships with electricity which are currently off of the 
national power grid. 

The security adviser highlighted current government activities in 
Arakan State, such as the issuing of national verification cards 
(NVCs), the provision of humanitarian assistance, and access to 
media—in the form of government organized reporting trips to 
Maungdaw Township—and collaboration with international relief 
organizations. 

“The government is very challenged in continuing the NVC project,” 
he said of the controversial initiative which has served as a 
replacement for “white cards,” or temporary identification cards, 
which were abolished in 2015 by the previous U Thein Sein-led 
government. Many self-identifying Rohingya have rejected the new 
NVCs, pointing out that they do not recognize the holder’s ethnicity. 

Conversely, many Buddhist Arakanese have protested against NVC 
securitization bodies for “wrongly” issuing citizenship to Muslim 
residents, who they say are actually interlopers from Bangladesh. 

U Thaung Tun blamed problems with NVC issuance on international 
organizations’ intervention, without elaborating on how these groups 
could have disrupted the process. 

“We will put in twice the effort to take care of our civilians but our 
capability is very limited in Rakhine State,” said U Thaung Tun. 

Reuters reported on Tuesday that the U Thaung Tun also repeated 
State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s statement made last week 
to the BBC that ethnic cleansing had not taken place against the 
Muslim population in Arakan State. 

As a result of the clearance operations in the northern part of the 
state, about 75,000 people have fled to neighboring Bangladesh, 
where there are reports that they live under “inhumane conditions.” 

International rights groups have reported that Burmese security 
forces committed rapes, arson, torture and extra judicial killings 
during these clearance operations—the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission has called for an independent fact-finding 
mission into the allegations, a move which has been rejected by the 
Burmese government. 

The call by the UN “does not reflect the situation on the ground,” U 
Thaung Tun said, adding that he was dismayed that there had been 
“no consideration for the government’s efforts to stabilize the 
situation and address the root causes [of conflict].” 

Regarding the outside allegations, he said that the government had 
already responded sufficiently, by forming its own investigation 
commission into reports of abuses by security forces; the 
commission is headed by military-appointed Vice President U Myint 
Swe. 

“Where there is clear evidence of wrongdoing, we will take firm 
action in accordance with the law,” U Thaung Tun said. 

The security adviser also played some videos at the press 
conference published by a Rohingya Muslim insurgent groupcalling 
itself the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army, stating that the 
organization is prepared to carry out further attacks—a reference to 
coordinated attacks on police outposts in October—until the 
government takes action to protect the Muslim minority. 

 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/us-ambassador-to-burma-we-urge-all-parties-to-end-the-fighting-now.html 

 

US Ambassador to Burma: ‘We Urge All Parties to End the Fighting Now’ 
 

 
US Ambassador to Burma Scot Marciel / Kyaw Phyo Tha / The Irrawaddy 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/national-security-adviser-highlights-development-plans-arakan-conflict-zone.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/select-journalists-to-be-granted-access-to-maungdaw-accompanied-by-govt-officials.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/select-journalists-to-be-granted-access-to-maungdaw-accompanied-by-govt-officials.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/parliamentary-committee-contests-full-citizenship-maungdaw-muslims.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rohingya-reject-new-citizenship-verification-cards.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/burma-reiterates-no-ethnic-cleansing-arakan-state-investigations-go.html
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/us-ambassador-to-burma-we-urge-all-parties-to-end-the-fighting-now.html
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By Kyaw Zwa Moe 12 April 2017 

In an interview at the US Embassy in Rangoon in February, The 
Irrawaddy’s English editor Kyaw Zwa Moe talked to the US 
Ambassador to Burma Scot Marciel about the country’s troubles and 
achievements over the past year. 

Please give us your brief assessment of the current political 
situation in Burma. 

There were 50 years of military rule, and there are a lot of big issues 
that have to be addressed—the relationship between civilians and 
the military, the constitution, the peace process, communal conflict, 
economic development. It was always going to take time to address 
these things and was never going to be easy. 

The last few months have really highlighted those challenges. But 
when we step back, we can also see that there is a need for 
persistence. All the institutions in Myanmar need to step back and 
think how can they contribute. 

At the end of January, the prominent lawyer and NLD legal 
adviser U Ko Ni was assassinated at Yangon International 
Airport. What was your response? 

I was shocked. I had the good fortune of knowing U Ko Ni. It is a 
terrible loss for his family but also for the country because of his 
great contribution here. I’m struck by how everybody is calling for 
justice. One of the key challenges for Myanmar is building what the 
State Counselor always talks about—the rule of law, and part of the 
rule of law is justice, which means in this case, completing a credible 
and transparent investigation to make the people of the country feel 
that justice has been done. 

Many people see this as a political assassination because U Ko 
Ni was a strong advocate for amending the Constitution, or 
even writing a new Constitution. What is your analysis? 

It is not appropriate for me to speculate on who did this or the 
motivation. Firstly, I am a foreigner, a government official, and 
should not in any way interfere with the ongoing investigation. 
Secondly, I don’t have access to all the information. 

Some local people, especially those who are openly critical 
about the Constitution, are frightened after the killing. Are you 
also frightened? 

I lot of people told me they are frightened. Someone who is involved 
in moving the country forward is gunned down, and the motivation is 
still not clear. It is a natural reaction. This is why it’s so important for 
justice to be done. 

Let’s talk about the peace process. What is the main obstacle 
for our country to achieve peace? 

The main obstacle to both is a lack of trust based on too many years 
of conflict. People on different sides do not have faith that the other 
side is committed to peace or will fulfill their commitments. 

We urge all parties right now to end the fighting. There is a lot of 
suffering and ongoing fighting in Kachin and northern Shan states. 
Long-term, it shouldn’t been in the interest of anyone or any 
institution in the country. 

It is going to take a long time, a lot of dialogue, people on different 
sides reaching out, taking risk to try to build up the trust. It is easy to 
say, but harder to do. We are very careful not to tell different groups 
‘you should sign the National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) or not’ but 
everybody should be trying to take an extra step to peace, 
particularly right now. 

What role can the international community, especially the 
United States, play to help halt the ongoing clashes and build 
peace? 

We are always very careful not to interfere. But not interfering 
doesn’t mean we can’t play a helpful role. 

As a friend, our interest is only in peace. We don’t have a separate 
agenda other than promoting peace. We talk to the different groups: 
the military; civilian authorities; ethnic armed groups; civil society 
participants—and urge them to keep walking toward peace. 

Sometimes we offer suggestions about ways to build trust. The other 
role we play is a bit on the technical side because over time a 
lengthy dialogue on a federal Union is going to be required. We are 
doing some seminars and programs to help people understand 
better what federalism means and some of the issues that need to 
be addressed. It’s not to say you should follow this system or that, 
but here are some of the things that would be helpful to understand 
as you continue the dialogue. 

Our biggest neighbor, China, has been influential in Burma for 
generations. What are the conflicting policies and ideas 
between the United States and China regarding the peace 
process? 

We don’t view the peace process as a US-China issue in any way. 
My colleague the Chinese ambassador and I have agreed on the 
importance of working for peace. I don’t want to speak for his 
government, but we have regular conversations supporting the 
peace process. 

There are still restrictions in providing humanitarian aid to 
refugees, especially in Kachin State. Who is blocking it? 

I don’t know for sure, but it is a big concern. There are tens of 
thousands of internally displaced people and significant restrictions 
on humanitarian access to them. There needs to be greater access 
to the people both in government-controlled areas and in KIA-
controlled areas. I have raised this with the military, civilian 
authorities and others multiple times. 

Let’s talk about another area of conflict, Arakan State. You have 
a team there and have visited the area. What were your 
findings? 

We are not doing any kind of investigation to come out with an 
independent finding—that’s not our role. 

The security operations have resulted in many human rights 
allegations. The UN has issued a very strong report. We are not in a 
position to confirm whether this or that specific case happened. 

It is very concerning to have these widespread and severe human 
rights allegations. It should be concerning for everybody and 
highlights the importance of a serious, credible investigation that 
gets to the bottom of this. 

It also highlights the need to address the underlying problem. We all 
know how complicated and incredibly sensitive it is. Only the 
Myanmar people and government can figure this out. 

But there is a way forward for human rights, following the rule of law, 
promoting dialogue and gradually building trust between these 
communities as well as addressing the legal status of the Muslim 
population. The fair way to do this is according to Myanmar law. 

As you mentioned, the UN has issued a very strong report, 
citing massacres or indiscriminate killings after the security 
operation launched. The military and the government keep 
denying such crimes occurred. What do you know about the 
situation? 

Without sustained access to the region it is hard to know all the 
facts. We are not in a position to verify or rebut specific cases of 
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allegations, but the number of allegations, interviews and reports are 
very concerning. 

The allegations need to be investigated thoroughly and there should 
be as much factual information provided as possible. The 
government’s response to the UN report was that they took the 
allegations very seriously—a good response. But only a thorough 
investigation can determine the facts. 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been under fire because of ongoing 
wars in the ethnic areas and conflict in Arakan State. Do you 
think she is taking the right path on these issues? 

Her government is facing incredibly difficult, challenging issues. It is 
also demonstrating a very strong commitment to achieving peace, 
and implementing the rule of law. One of the great things about 
freedom of press is people can question, and even criticize, which is 
healthy. This doesn’t necessarily mean I always agree with the 
criticism, but it is healthy to have that debate. The key is her clear 
commitment, and to turn that commitment into reality on the ground. 

Do you think the military is fully collaborating with the current 
government and the ruling party to achieve the country’s 
goals—peace and a federal Union? 

It’s still very much a work in progress. I’m not privy to detailed 
information on their communications and how closely they are 
working together. 

The people of this country clearly have voted for a move to 
democracy. The military is going to play an important role. We’ve 
encouraged the military to continue to support reforms including 
whatever constitutional changes the people of this country want, 
leading presumably to civilian control over the military, and to focus 
on supporting the peace process. We have made this very clear to 
the military. 

You are a seasoned diplomat in the region, with your 
experience including Indonesia. The military still plays a very 
important role in Indonesian politics. Do you have any 
comparisons between Burma and Indonesia? 

There are certainly some surface similarities but very different 
histories and very different circumstances so I wouldn’t want to take 
the comparison too far. Indonesia is a very good example of the 
countries that successfully made the transition to democracy in 

which the military is out of politics, but is a very respected institution, 
domestically and internationally. The transition allows us to greatly 
increase our relationship with the Indonesian military. 

You have a new administration under President Trump. Have 
you seen any changes in terms of diplomacy to Myanmar? 

No. I can’t say there won’t be some adjustments; normally the new 
administration would have some changes. In the United States, 
there is a long history of both Republicans and Democrats 
supporting the democratic transition here, wanting to be a good 
friend of Myanmar people. Every indication I’m getting from 
Washington is that this will continue. Some details might change, but 
I’m very confident the core principle of trying to be a good friend and 
supporter of Myanmar will continue. 

With the lifting of economic sanctions, the United States has 
encouraged US businesses to come into the country, but we 
haven’t seen many. What problems are stopping US businesses 
from coming here? 

Some are coming in to take a look and some are investing. US 
companies will tend to be a little bit cautious coming into new 
markets. Now there is an investment law, people are waiting for the 
by-laws to come out and for a bit more clarity on the policy. Other 
issues are if there will be enough electricity. 

Finally, you have been here for almost a year. I’m sure that you 
have mixed feelings about the situation. What are they? 

I have served in seven countries around the world and in each of 
those I have at times felt encouraged, at times discouraged, and at 
times frustrated. People here are understandably focused on the 
immense challenges this country faces and so are we. It is time to 
redouble the efforts to try and help the people who are trying to 
achieve progress. 

There is huge opportunity for peace, which is what people want. 
There is also tremendous opportunity economically. No question the 
challenges are there and can sometimes be discouraging, but 
overall, I’m quite optimistic because there is a lot of energy and a lot 
of people working very hard in this country to make progress. 

The Irrawaddy has edited this interview for clarity and brevity. 
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Media Spread Rumors to Trigger Military Actions on Rohingyas 
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By Rohingya Eye | April 12, 2017 
Maungdaw — A Burmese language media called ‘Thit Htoo Lwin’ 
published a report on April 8 alleging the Rohingya villagers in 
southern Maungdaw held meetings for days to form an armed 
outfit. 
The report — stating of quoting reliable sources but was in fact quoting 
a Facebook post of DMG News Agency apparently led by a group of 
Rakhine extremists — said that around 150 villagers held meetings at 
the village of ‘Inn Din’ [mentioned in the report as ‘Inn Taung’] 

on March 29 for three consecutive days and decided to newly declare 
an armed outfit called ‘Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA).’ 
U Aye Myint, a human rights observer based in Maungdaw, said 
“international news agencies like AP and Reuters have reported that 
a Rohingya rebel group changed its earlier name ‘Harakah Al Yaqeen 
or the Faith Movement to Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) 
on March 31 through releasing a statement, which also made 20 
demands for the Rohingya rights to the Myanmar government. So, it’s 
clear that the ARSA is neither a new group nor associated with the 
villagers of ‘Inn Din’ in anyway, unlike accused by the ‘Thit Htoo Lwin.’ 
“But the ‘Thit Htoo Lwin’ spreading false news based on wrong 
sources like Facebook posts and other undeclared sources like this 
creates public pressures on the military to take harsh actions on the 
innocent Rohingya villagers. This is how the Burmese media playing 
destructive roles towards the Rohingya since 2012, too. Now, the 
villagers of ‘Inn Din’ are really worried here.” 
The Thit Htoo Lwin is an influential Burmese language online media 
having wider readerships among the Burmese societies in Myanmar 
and abroad. 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/media-spread-rumors-trigger-military-actions-rohingyas/
http://thithtoolwin.mmbloggers.com/Home/Detail/7199941641260805
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=811872458965167&substory_index=0&id=466648543487562
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Rohingya Fleeing Myanmar Describe Military Tactic Of Systematic Rape 

April 13, 20175:02 AM ET 

Michael Sullivan  Ashley Westerman  

 
The Balukali refugee camp, located about an hour's drive south of the seaside tourist city of Cox's 
Bazar, is one of many informal camps in southern Bangladesh. An estimated 2,000 Rohingya 
families who fled neighboring Myanmar live in Balukali. Michael Sullivan for NPR  

With her 8-year-old son's head resting in her lap, Zubaida was sitting 
at home with some other women from her village in western 
Myanmar's Rakhine state when the military came — and the gunfire 
started. 

"All the men from the village started running away, and my son ran 
with them," Zubaida, 25, says. He didn't get far: Myanmar soldiers 
shot him dead — in the back. 

That evening, the soldiers came back. 

"They didn't say anything," she says. "They just came with their guns 
into my house." 

They raped her for almost an hour that time, Zubaida says. Two 
days later, the military returned and rounded up all the villagers. She 
says they separated the men from the women, beat the men and 
raped the women. 

"Some tried to resist and got stabbed," she says. "That's why the 
rest of the women didn't hesitate, they didn't want to die." 

Zubaida was one of those picked. 

Her distraught father pleaded with the soldiers: "Why are you doing 
this?" 

"We are not doing as much to you as we have been ordered to do in 
Oula Para," they replied, referring to a nearby village. 

Both Zubaida's village, Naiyongsong, and Oula Para are in far west 
Rakhine near the border with Bangladesh. 

The villagers in this story have chosen to use pseudonyms to protect 
family members in Myanmar from possible retribution. 

The latest crackdown 

Zubaida and her neighbors are Rohingya — a group the U.N. has 
described as one of the world's most persecuted people. The Muslim 
minority Rohingya have lived in mainly Buddhist Myanmar for 
centuries. 

Even so, Myanmar's government doesn't consider the Rohingya to 
be citizens; it says they are immigrants from Bangladesh who are 
living in Myanmar illegally. About 1 million Rohingya live in Rakhine 
state, and they are almost entirely disenfranchised and need 
permission, for instance, to travel outside their own villages or to 
marry. Many are restricted to living in internment camps, segregated 

from the local Buddhist population.

An armed Myanmar border guard patrols the fence along the river dividing Myanmar and 
Bangladesh in Myanmar's Rakhine state, on Oct. 15, 2016. The government says Rohingya 
militants carried out border raids that month that killed nearly a dozen policemen. Ye Aung 
Thu/AFP/Getty Images hide caption 

In October, a new Rohingya militant group attacked several border 
guard posts and killed nearly a dozen policemen. The militants led 
another series of attacks in November that left a Myanmar army 
officer dead. 

The attacks shocked and infuriated Myanmar's military. And its 
response has been a brutal form of collective punishment that has 
not spared villagers, who are accused of aiding and abetting the 
militants. 

What followed, witnesses and survivors say, was a campaign of 
murder, rape and arson. In the past six months, more than 70,000 
Rohingya fled in terror across the border into neighboring 
Bangladesh — a Muslim-majority nation that has provided those who 
fled with refuge, but not acceptance. 

This isn't the first time the Rohingya have made that journey. In the 
late 1970s and early '90s, hundreds of thousands fled violence in 
Myanmar. By some estimates, there are more than 500,000 
Rohingya now living in Bangladesh — and more in Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and other Middle Eastern countries. 

In Bangladesh, about 35,000 Rohingya live officially in two camps 
run by the government in tandem with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Hundreds of thousands more live, 
unofficially, in squatter camps like Balukali, where Zubaida lives 
now. 

Home to some 17,000 people, Balukali is bleak. Small huts have 
been scraped out of the hillsides, with blue plastic sheeting for walls 
and roofs, held together by thin strips of bamboo. The homes sit 
amid pools of fetid water in a hilly area with little shade and lots of 
sand. 

Zubaida's tiny hut is barely big enough to stand in. At midday, it is 
stiflingly hot.

Small huts have been scraped out of the hillsides of the Balukali camp. Homes have blue 
plastic sheeting for walls, and roofs that are held together by thin strips of bamboo.Michael 
Sullivan for NPR 

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/04/13/523418664/ngo-myanmar-forces-set-out-to-systematically-rape-rohingya-women-and-girls
http://www.npr.org/people/2101265/michael-sullivan
http://www.npr.org/people/161527830/ashley-westerman
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105709922
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105709922
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/07/29/425904620/barricaded-in-myanmars-rohingya-struggle-to-survive-in-ghettos-and-camps
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She recalls how the soldiers burned down a number of houses, as 
well as the mosque next to her house. After she was raped the 
second time, Zubaida says, she fled with her 5-year-old daughter, 
her parents and a couple of siblings, furtively making their way 
through the jungle until they reached what they thought was a place 
of safety near the river. 

They were wrong. 

The military came there, too. 

"The last rape took place in a school," Zubaida says. "The women 
were separated after the men were taken away," and then it all 
began again.

Zubaida, 25, is one of thousands of Rohingya to flee their  homes during the latest crackdown on the Muslim 
minority  group by the Myanmar Army. Michael Sullivan for NPR 

She and her family finally made it across the river about a week after 
starting their journey. 

Six years earlier, Zubaida's husband, Mohammad, fled Myanmar by 
boat for Malaysia. The idea was to earn enough money to bring his 
family, too. Many others do the same, paying traffickers to make the 
often harrowing boat journey south to Thailand or Malaysia. 

But Mohammad's boat broke down and now he is at a U.N. facility in 
Indonesia waiting to be processed to a third country. 

We reached him by phone at that facility in Medan, Indonesia. He 
was feeling guilty and powerless. 

"I keep thinking if I had brought my wife and my son, I would not 
have lost my son and my wife would not have been raped," 
Mohammad says. Now he is stuck in Indonesia, and Zubaida is 
stuck in Bangladesh. It's not likely they'll be reunited anytime soon. 

Rape as a tool of war 

NPR could not independently verify Zubaida's story, as the Myanmar 
government has restricted access to northern Rakhine state. But we 
talked to a dozen other women from other villages whose stories 
were depressingly similar, as have the U.N., Human Rights Watch 
and others. These stories suggest the Myanmar military was 
following a familiar playbook when it launched its 
"counterinsurgency" operation in October. 

"This is not something that has happened by rogue soldiers ... a 
crime that was committed spontaneously," says Matthew Smith, 
CEO of the advocacy group Fortify Rights, which focuses on 
Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia. 

"It's very clear to us at this point that state security forces set out to 
systematically rape Rohingya women and girls," he says. 

Rape as a tool of war is not new: The Myanmar military has used it 
as a tactic against ethnic women, in particular, in other parts of the 
country for many years. 

But what is different about the past six months, he says, is the scale 
of rape that took place within a relatively short period of time. 

"There has been widespread and systematic rape in other ethnic 
states," says Smith. "But there was an outburst of it, and particularly 
in November, that was unusual even by the Myanmar military's 
brutal standards." 

The Myanmar military continues to deny the systematic attacks 
against the Rohingya — despite the testimony of dozens of 
witnesses, satellite photos showing hundreds of homes burned to 
the ground and disturbing videos uploaded to YouTube that show 
the military rounding up and beating Rohingya men. The Myanmar 
government did not respond to NPR's requests for comment on 
these stories. 

The silence of Aung San Suu Kyi 

As for Myanmar's de facto leader, Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi 
has seemed oddly indifferent in her rare public comments on the 
violence against the Rohingya. In a recent interview with Singapore's 
Channel News Asia, Suu Kyi told her interviewer: "I'm not saying 
there's no difficulties. But it helps if people recognize the difficulties 
and focus on resolving instead of exaggerating them so that 
everything seems worse than it really is." 

And last week, she denied that the military's action against the 
Rohingya amounted to ethnic cleansing. 

"I don't think there is ethnic cleansing going on. I think ethnic 
cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what is happening," 
Suu Kyi told the BBC. "It is not just a matter of ethnic cleansing as 
you put it — it is a matter of people on different sides of the divide, 
and this divide we are trying to close up 

If this sounds odd coming from a Nobel laureate and onetime human 
rights champion, it shouldn't. The general's daughter has described 
herself as a politician long before she was a human rights champion. 
And in overwhelmingly Buddhist Myanmar, speaking out for the 
rights of a much-maligned Muslim minority doesn't win votes. 

But there's another explanation, too: Suu Kyi has no control over the 
military. The country's Constitution cements the military's role and 
power indefinitely. Matthew Smith of Fortify Rights accepts this, but 
what he doesn't accept is what Suu Kyi could have done but hasn't. 

"We've seen terrible language coming out of state-run media 
referring to Rohingya as 'thorns that need to be removed' and 
referring to Rohingya as 'human fleas,' " says Smith. "This is a 
shameful discourse that she has failed to change." 

Last month, the U.N.'s Human Rights Council said it would send a 
team to Myanmar to investigate the allegations of atrocities. 
Myanmar's ambassador to the U.N. in Geneva, U Htin Lynn, called 
the resolution "not acceptable." 

That response and Suu Kyi's recent denials don't surprise Phil 
Robertson, deputy Asia director for Human Rights Watch. 

She's claiming that there is no ethnic cleansing in this area," says 
Robertson. "Our response to her would be that if there wasn't such a 
big problem then why not allow the U.N. Human Rights Council fact-
finding mission into those areas, provide them with unfettered 
access." 

Robertson says it's time to stop talking. 

"It's time to get the investigators in there and actually do a 
professional independent investigation and get to the bottom of what 
happened," he says. 

There's no indication Myanmar's government will allow the fact-
finding team into Rakhine state. 

In the meantime, Myanmar has set up its own commission of inquiry, 
which is led by Vice President Myint Swe — a former army general. 

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/05/20/408216302/desperate-rohingya-granted-temporary-shelter-but-what-next
http://www.npr.org/2017/04/12/523533877/rohingya-families-flee-persecution-and-suffering-in-myanmar-for-bangladesh
http://www.npr.org/2017/04/12/523533877/rohingya-families-flee-persecution-and-suffering-in-myanmar-for-bangladesh
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/tvshows/conversation-with-s12/aung-san-suu-kyi/3352776.htm
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39510271
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/06/01/411214407/the-human-rights-issue-a-nobel-laureate-doesnt-want-to-touch
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Rohingya woman shot dead along Bangladesh border – police 

Bangladesh authorities opened fire at a boat ferrying Rohingya migrants from neighboring Myanmar 

BY AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
Published Thu, Apr 13, 2017 2:32 AM 

REFUGEES. In this file photo, an armed Myanmar police officer stands guard at the Aung 
Mingalar ward, a confinement area for the persecuted Muslim Rohingya minority in Sittwe 
capital of Rakhine State on October 13, 2016. File photo by AFP/Ye Aung Thu   

DHAKA, Bangladesh – Bangladesh border guards opened 
fire Thursday, April 13, at a boat ferrying Rohingya migrants from 
neighboring Myanmar, killing 1 woman and leaving 4 others injured, 
police said. 

The border authorities came under fire just after midnight and shot 
back at 2 fishing trawlers along a river dividing Bangladesh from 
Myanmar's westernmost state of Rakhine, police said. 

"The BGB (Border Guard Bangladesh) later found the boat anchored 
at a river island. One woman was found shot dead and four were 
injured," Mainuddin Khan, the police chief in the Bangladeshi border 
town of Teknaf, told AFP. 

Police also discovered 28,000 "yaba" – or methamphetamine tablets 
– aboard the boat, Khan said. 

The dead woman and at least 3 of the injured men were Rohingya, 
he added. 

But the head of Teknaf's government-run hospital, Iskandar Mirza, 
said the woman identified as 50-year-old Jahida Khatun and the 4 
injured were all Rohingya. 

"Her bullet-ridden body was brought to the hospital, while 4 injured 
Rohingya men were brought in," he told AFP. 

Some 75,000 Rohingya refugees have entered Bangladesh since 
October, when government forces in Myanmar unleashed a bloody 
crackdown on the Muslim minority. 

Many recalled horrific stories of villages being torched, relatives 
burned alive and the gang rape of women by security forces. 

Most headed to Cox's Bazar, where overcrowded displacement 
camps have been housing Rohingya refugees fleeing persecution for 
decades. 

The sudden influx in recent months prompted Bangladesh to 
resurrect a controversial plan to relocate refugees to an 
undeveloped island in the Bay of Bengal. 

The UN rights council has agreed to investigate allegations of rape, 
murder and torture against the army, though Myanmar has denied its 
troops have been waging a campaign of ethnic cleansing. 
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 Not even Aung San Suu Kyi can fix the world’s longest-running civil war 

By Hunter Marston      April 13 at 12:43 PM 

Aung San Suu Kyi visited the northern Burmese state of Kachin 
in March. (SALAI/European Pressphoto Agency) 

Hunter Marston is a Southeast Asia analyst at a think tank in 
Washington, D.C. 

In November 2015, the party of Burmese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi won a landslide victory in the country’s first free election 

in decades. The expectations of her supporters were sky-high. 
Among the most prominent hopes of her constituents: that the Lady, 
as she is widely known, could finally end the country’s long-running 
civil war. Surely if anyone could bring the military to the negotiating 
table with the myriad armed ethnic groups, it was the revered leader 
of the National League for Democracy (NLD). 

A year and a half later, the odds of achieving national reconciliation 
appear as slim as at any time in the past six decades. And that 
bodes ill for a country (also known as Myanmar) whose geopolitical 
position between China and India makes it a strategic linchpin of its 
region. 

Until the NLD makes genuine political concessions to recalcitrant 
armed groups in Burma’s north, lasting peace will almost certainly 
remain unattainable. Ethnic groups want the government to grant 
them increased autonomy and ensure that certain areas will be off-
limits to incursions by the Burmese military — concessions that are 
unlikely given that the generals, who retain considerable power, view 
federalism as a threat to national unity. 

https://www.rappler.com/world/regions/asia-pacific/166869-rohingya-woman-shot-dead-bangladesh
https://www.rappler.com/authorprofile/agence-france-presse
http://www.rappler.com/world/regions/asia-pacific/153225-hundreds-rohingya-cross-into-bangladesh-fleeing-unrest
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2017/04/13/not-even-aung-san-suu-kyi-can-fix-the-worlds-longest-running-civil-war/?utm_term=.c6c7745daeb7
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/13/aung-san-suu-kyi-wins-myanmar-landmark-election
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Aung San Suu Kyi, who received the Nobel Peace Prize for her role 
in Burma’s democracy struggle, inherited previous president Thein 
Sein’s quest for a cease-fire accord following her political 
ascendance. Now in office, Aung San Suu Kyi is in a tough position, 
grappling with the military’s entrenched dominance over civilian 
government while working to earn the generals’ trust, which is 
essential to resolving conflict. 

Aung San Suu Kyi also carries the burden of historical legacy. Her 
father, Gen. Aung San, led the country’s struggle for independence 
from the British following World War II, until he was assassinated on 
the eve of nationhood in 1947. Before his death, he laid out a 
comprehensive vision for power-sharing among the country’s ethnic 
groups. In his absence, war broke out between them and the central 
government in 1948 and has continued ever since. 

Now the daughter of the revolution is seeking to accomplish her 
father’s dream of national reconciliation. In 2015, eight of 15 ethnic 
armed groups signed a nationwide cease-fire agreement with Thein 
Sein’s government. A new series of talks followed in September 
2016. But since then negotiations have stalled. Some members of 
the ethnic groups accuse Aung San Suu Kyi of being blind to their 
political grievances and steamrolling local leaders to enforce her 
party’s agenda. Despite the great priority she has placed on 
achieving a peace deal, she has lost trust outside of central Burma 
by lecturing, rather than listening to, the views of ethnic groups. 

On March 30, Aung San Suu Kyi announced that five holdout groups 
had agreed to sign onto the cease-fire agreement, bringing peace 
within grasp. Just hours later, however, a spokesperson 
representing one of the five ethnic parties negotiating with the 
government, refuted her claim. He told Radio Free Asia that several 
key ethnic organizations remained split on the decision to sign the 
government’s agreement. 

Distrust lingers on all sides. Aung San Suu Kyi has called for unity 
and self-sacrifice from ethnic groups still fighting the central 

government. Yet critics from various states have lost faith in her 
party. Many ethnic groups perceive the military, and by extension 
Aung San Suu Kyi, as imperious and out of touch with their 
concerns. “The government doesn’t value ethnic diversity,” one 
activist declared. Citizens in Mon State protested her government’s 
decision to name a bridge there after her father, the general who 
more than 70 years ago fought to liberate and unify the divided 
country. 

When the NLD entered parliament with a clear majority in early 
2016, it promoted its own leaders as chief ministers in states where 
it had won, even if it had lacked a majority of votes. The move 
alienated opposition politicians and ethnic citizens who resent the 
NLD’s imposing stature. 

The international community has condemned Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
failure to dampen racial and religious tensions in Rakhine State, 
where some 140,000 Rohingya, an ethnic Muslim minority, remain 
confined to squalid refugee camps and face fierce repression from 
security forces and the Rakhine Buddhist population. 

The latest round of peace talks has been indefinitely postponed, and 
negotiations appear to have lost momentum. Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
premature announcement that further signatories had agreed to her 
cease-fire accord illustrated confusion and misunderstanding. 

It is the NLD’s move to make if the party truly wants to move ahead 
with talks. To do that, however, Aung San Suu Kyi will need to 
demonstrate that she is willing to back up her words of “self-
sacrifice” and “national unity” with action. Only by delivering on 
political compromise, which will include conceding that some form of 
federalism or decentralized authority is inevitable, will the general’s 
daughter be able to fulfill Burma’s long quest for genuine peace and 
national reconciliation. 

  

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/mark-farmaner/min-aung-hlaing_b_15001514.html 

 
 

It’s Time To Talk About Min Aung Hlaing 
 
13/04/2017 15:19 

  Mark Farmaner Director of Burma Campaign UK 

 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, head of the Burmese military, is 
the most powerful person in Burma. It is his soldiers and security 
forces who have been raping Rohingya women, shooting Rohingya 
civilians and burning Rohingya villages. It is his soldiers who have 
increased conflict in Kachin Sate and Shan State, displacing 
thousands of villagers already forced from their homes by Burmese 
army attacks. 

Min Aung Hlaing is the one who is threating the entire peace process 
by insisting on hard-line conditions unacceptable to many ethnic 
organisations. It is Min Aung Hlaing who is blocking constitutional 
reform which would make Burma more democratic. Civil 
servants under his control are obstructing reforms and policies the 
NLD-led government are trying to put in place. He is also starving 
health and education of funds by insisting on a huge budget for the 
military at the same time as the health service and education 
systems are one of the most poorly funded in the world. 

Min Aung Hlaing is the biggest obstacle to improving human rights, 
democratic reform, peace, modernisation, and improving health and 
education in Burma. 

Yet somehow, he largely escapes direct criticism. Since the latest 
Rohingya related crisis began in October 2016 it is Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi who has received most attention and criticism, not Min Aung 
Hlaing, whose soldiers are the ones committing the abuses. 

Last November Daw Aung San Suu Kyi had to cancel a trip to 
Indonesia, reportedly for fear of protests over her stance over the 
Rohingya. In the same month, Min Aung Hlaing was enjoying a red 
carpet tour in Europe after being invited to attend a meeting of 
European military heads. There were no protests against him in Italy 
or Belgium. As his soldiers raped and killed Rohingya, and increased 
conflict in Kachin State, he enjoyed sightseeing in Brussels and 
Rome, travelled the canals of Venice, and even toured factories of 
arms manufacturers, despite there being an EU arms embargo on 
Burma. 

The current approach of the international community towards the 
military has been one of soft engagement, hoping they will have a 
gradual epiphany and realise it is in their own self-interest to agree 
to further reform. It amounts to a fingers crossed approach that if we 
are nice to the Burmese military, they will suddenly come around. 

This approach clearly isn’t working. The more Min Aung Hlaing is 
welcomed into the arms of the international community, the more 
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sanctions are lifted, the more UN engagement on human rights is 
lifted, the more they are praised for reforms, the more his confidence 
grows that he can continue to commit human rights violations and 
block democratic constitutional reform with impunity, and the more 
human rights violations and conflict have increased. 

A key question now for the international community is how to 
influence Min Aung Hlaing. The international community needs to 
develop an approach towards Min Aung Hlaing with two clear goals 
in mind. First, how to persuade him to stop committing human rights 
violations, and second, how to persuade him to agree to 
constitutional change which will enable the peace process to 
succeed, and which will allow further democratic transition in the 
country. 

Min Aung Hlaing will only agree to change when he decides it is in 
the interests of the military to do so. At the current time, he has little 
incentive to reduce human rights violations or agree to further 
democratic reforms. The military have in place the system they 
designed to protect their interests and give them control over areas 
such as security and defence. They believe only they are able to 
guarantee the safety and security of the nation. Yet clearly Min Aung 
Hlaing and his military are enjoying the embrace of the international 
community and want the respect of the people of Burma. This 
provides some leverage. 

When the EU and USA lifted sanctions they made no differentiation 
between sanctions which targeted the government and sanctions 
which targeted the military and their associates. The same applies 
to discontinuing the UN General Assembly Resolution on Burma. 
This decision was justified as being in acknowledgment and support 
of reforms and the new government, without differentiation between 
the government and the military and their actions. There are two 
powerbases in Burma now, and different approaches are required 
for each. 

It is time to identify potential points of leverage specifically targeting 
the military and how they can be most effectively applied to induce 
Min Aung Hlaing to agree to change. This could include United 
Nations investigations into violations of international law, economic 
sanctions targeted at their interests, visa bans, ending military 
training, and more robust diplomatic pressure. One option that 
cannot be considered is carrying on as before while Min Aung Hlaing 
systematically destroys hopes for peace, respect for human rights, 
and democracy in Burma. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: IF YOU ARE IN BURMA SHARING THIS 
ARTICLE ON SOCIAL MEDIA COULD RESULT IN ARREST. If you 
live in Burma please consider carefully before sharing this article on 
social media such as Facebook. Sharing this article could result in 
arrest and prosecution under article 66d of the Telecommunications 
Law. Several media organisations in Burma felt unable to publish 
this article because of concerns over this law. 
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Burmese Nobel Prize Winner Aung San Suu Kyi Has Turned Into an Apologist for Genocide 
Against Muslims 

April 13 2017, 5:49 a.m. 
 
AUNG SAN SUU KYI IS ONE of the most celebrated human rights 
icons of our age: Nobel Peace Laureate, winner of the Sakharov 
Prize, recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, an Amnesty 
International-recognized prisoner of conscience for 15 long years. 

These days, however, she is also an apologist for genocide, ethnic 
cleansing and mass rape. 

For the past year, Aung San Suu Kyi has been State Counselor, 
or de facto head of government, in Myanmar, where members of the 
Rohingya Muslim minority in the northern Rakhine state have been 
shot, stabbed, starved, robbed, raped and driven from their homes in 
the hundreds of thousands. In December, while the world focused on 
the fall of Aleppo, more than a dozen Nobel Laureates published 
an open letter warning of a tragedy in Rakhine “amounting to ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity.” 

In February, a report by the United Nations documented how the 
Burmese army’s attacks on the Rohingya were “widespread as well 
as systematic” thus “indicating the very likely commission of crimes 
against humanity.” More than half of the 101 Rohingya women 
interviewed by UN investigators across the border in Bangladesh 
said they had suffered rape or other forms of sexual violence at the 
hands of security forces. “They beat and killed my husband with a 
knife,” one survivor recalled. “Five of them took off my clothes and 
raped me. My eight-month old son was crying of hunger when they 

were in my house because he wanted to breastfeed, so to silence 
him they killed him too with a knife.” 

And the response of Aung San Suu Kyi? This once-proud 
campaigner against wartime rape and human rights abuses by the 
Burmese military has opted to borrow from the Donald Trump 
playbook of denial and deflection. Her office accused Rohingya 
women of fabricating stories of sexual violence and put the 
words “fake rape” — in the form of a banner headline, no less — on 
its official website. A spokesperson for the Foreign Ministry — also 
controlled directly by Aung San Suu Kyi — dismissed “made-up 
stories, blown out of proportion.” In February, the State Counselor 
herself reportedly told the Archbishop of Yangon, Charles Bo, that 
the international community is exaggerating the Rohingya issue. 

This is Trumpism 101: Deny. Discredit. Smear.

A Rohingya boy from Myanmar is photographed during police identification procedures at a newly set up 
confinement area in Bayeun, Aceh province on May 21, 2015, after more than 400 Rohingya migrants from 
Myanmar and Bangladesh were rescued by Indonesian fishermen off the waters of the province.Photo: 
Romeo Gacad/AFP/Getty Images 
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It was all supposed to be so different. In November 2015, Myanmar 
held its first contested national elections after five decades of military 
rule. An overwhelming victory for Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the 
opposition National League for Democracy (NLD) and former 
political prisoner, was going to usher in a new era of democracy, 
human rights and respect for minorities. That, at least, was the hope. 

The reality has been very different. Less than a year after taking 
office, Burmese security forces launched a brutal crackdown on the 
Rohingya after an attack on a border outpost in Rakhine killed nine 
police officers in October. The northern portion of the state was 
sealed off by the military and humanitarian aid was blocked, as was 
access to foreign journalists and human rights groups. Hundreds of 
Rohingya Muslims are believed to have been slaughtered and tens 
of thousands driven across the border into Bangladesh. 

This is only the latest chapter in the anti-Rohingya saga. The Muslim 
residents of Rakhine have been subjected to violent attacksby the 
military since 2012 and were stripped of citizenship, and rendered 
stateless, as long ago as 1982. The 1-million odd Rohingya Muslims 
live in apartheid-like conditions: denied access to employment, 
education and healthcare, forced to obtain permission to marry and 
subjected to a discriminatory “two-child” policy. “About 10 percent 
are held in internment camps,” according to Patrick Winn, Asia 
correspondent for Public Radio International. “The rest are 
quarantined in militarized districts and forbidden to travel.” 

The standard Western media narrative is to accuse The Lady, as 
she is known by her admirers, of silence and of a grotesque failure 
to speak out against these human rights abuses. In an editorial last 
May, the New York Times denounced Suu Kyi’s “cowardly stance on 
the Rohingya.” 

Yet hers is not merely a crime of omission, a refusal to denounce or 
condemn. Hers are much worse crimes of commission. She took 
a deliberate decision to try and discredit the Rohingya victims of 
rape. She went out of her way to accuse human rights groups and 
foreign journalists of exaggerations and fabrications. 
She demanded that the U.S. government stop using the name 
“Rohingya” — thereby perpetuating the pernicious myth that the 
Muslims of Rakhine are “Bengali” interlopers (rather than a Burmese 
community with a centuries-long presence inside Myanmar.) She 
also appointed a former army general to investigate the recent 
attacks on the Rohingya and he produced a report in January that, 
not surprisingly, whitewashed the well-documented crimes of his 
former colleagues in the Burmese military. 

Silence, therefore, is the least of her sins. Silence also suggests a 
studied neutrality. Yet there is nothing neutral about Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s stance. She has picked her side and it is the side of Buddhist 
nationalism and crude Islamophobia. 

In 2013, after an interview with the BBC’s Mishal Husain, Aung San 
Suu Kyi complained, “No one told me I was going to be interviewed 
by a Muslim.” In 2015, ahead of historic parliamentary elections, the 
NLD leader purged her party of all Muslim candidates, resulting in 
the country’s first legislature without any Muslim representation 
whatsoever. Like a Burmese Steve Bannon, she 
paranoiacally speaks of “global Muslim power” being “very great” — 
only 4 percent of the Burmese population, incidentally, is Muslim — 
while conspiratorially dismissing reports of Buddhist-orchestrated 
massacres in Rakhine as “Muslims killing Muslims.” 

This is a form of genocide denial, delivered in a soft tone and posh 
voice by a telegenic Nobel Peace Prize winner. Genocide, though, 
sounds like an exaggeration, doesn’t it? Pro-Rohingya propaganda, 
perhaps? Yet independent study after independent study has come 
to the same stark and depressing conclusion: genocide is being 
carried out against the Rohingya. For example, an October 2015 
legal analysis by the Allard K. Lowenstein International Human 
Rights Clinic at Yale Law School, found “strong evidence… that 
genocidal acts have been committed against Rohingya” and “that 
such acts have been committed with the intent to destroy the 
Rohingya, in whole or in part.” 

Rohingya from Myanmar who recently crossed over to Bangladesh 
huddle in a room at an unregistered refugee camp in Teknaf, near 
Cox’s Bazar, south of Dhaka, Bangladesh on Dec. 2, 2016.Photo: 
A.M. Ahad/AP 

Another report published in the same month, by the International 
State Crime Initiative at Queen Mary University of London, 
concluded that “the Rohingya face the final stages of genocide” and 
noted how “state-sponsored stigmatisation, discrimination, violence 
and segregation … make precarious the very existence of the 
Rohingya.” 

Aung San Suu Kyi, argues Maung Zarni, a Burmese scholar and 
founder of the Free Burma Coalition, holds “genocidal views towards 
the Rohingya” because “she denies Rohingya identity and history.” 
Genocide, he tells me, “begins with an attack on identity and history. 
The victims never existed and … will never exist.” 

The State Counselor, from this perspective, is not simply standing by 
as genocide occurs; she is legitimizing, encouraging and enabling it. 
When a legendary champion of human rights is in charge of a 
government that undertakes military operations against “terrorists,” 
smearing and discrediting the victims of gang rape and loudly 
denying the burning down of villages and forced expulsion of 
families, it makes it much harder for the international community to 
highlight those crimes, let alone intervene to halt them. In recent 
years, in fact, Western governments have been rolling back political 
and economic sanctions on Myanmar, citing the country’s 
“progress“on democracy and pointing to the election victory of Aung 
San Suu Kyi and her NLD. 

Politicians and pundits in the West, observes Zarni, long ago 
adopted Aung San Suu Kyi as “their liberal darling — petite, 
attractive, Oxford-educated ‘Oriental’ woman with the most 
prestigious pedigree, married to a white man, an Oxford don, 
connected with the British Establishment.” Belatedly, the West’s 
journalists, diplomats and human rights groups “are waking up to the 
ugly realities that she is neither principled nor liberal,” he adds. 

It may be too little and too late, however. Around 1,000 Rohinga 
are believed to have been killed since October and more than 
70,000 have been forced to flee the country. Yet Aung San Suu Kyi 
continues to shamelessly tell interviewers, such as the BBC’s Fergal 
Keane last week, that there is no ethnic cleansing going on and that 
the Burmese military are “not free to rape, pillage and torture” in 
Rakhine. Is this the behavior of a Mandela… or a Mugabe? 

“Saints should always be judged guilty,” wrote George Orwell, in his 
famous 1949 essay on Mahatma Gandhi, “until they are proved 
innocent.” There is no evidence of innocence when it comes to Aung 
San Suu Kyi and her treatment of the Rohingya — only complicity 
and collusion in unspeakable crimes. This supposed saint is now an 
open sinner. The former political prisoner and democracy activist 
has turned into a genocide-denying, rape-excusing, Muslim-bashing 
Buddhist nationalist. Forget the house arrest and the Nobel Prize. 
This is how history will remember The Lady of Myanmar. 

Top photo: Aung San Suu Kyi arrives at the polling station to cast 
vote during Myanmar’s first free and fair election on Nov. 8, 2015 in 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
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APR 13, 2017  

Ending Myanmar’s Blame Game 

YANGON – Human-rights abuses in Myanmar’s Rakhine state have 
led to mounting international condemnation and calls for a United 
Nations Commission of Inquiry. The atrocities there must be 
investigated, and their perpetrators held to account. But the situation 
in Rakhine is now fueling criticism of Myanmar’s de facto head of 
government, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, in a way that is 
obscuring the military’s responsibility in the crisis. 

Condemning Suu Kyi, a former dissident and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, for not using her position as a megaphone to address the 
problem may be emotionally satisfying, but it does not help those 
most in need. It is simply wrong to say that Suu Kyi has done 
nothing in the face of the horrors being perpetrated in Rakhine. One 
must remember that Myanmar is undergoing a fragile political 
transition, under a constitution that gives the military a leading role in 
national politics, while constraining Suu Kyi. 

Given that atrocities are still being committed, it would be premature 
to excuse or defend any of Myanmar’s leaders. But we should 
identify the right targets for criticism. Suu Kyi has been hung out to 
dry while Myanmar’s generals – who misruled the country for 
decades – have been allowed to step back as the conflict escalates. 

And Suu Kyi’s critics should recognize that the generals have 
reserved the capacity to step back in, should she suffer too much 
political damage. Myanmar’s 2008 military-decreed constitution 
allows them to stage a coup d’état whenever they deem it necessary 
to restore order. The international community should not let itself be 
held hostage by this possibility; but it must be borne in mind. 

Although Suu Kyi led the National League for Democracy to an 
overwhelming victory in the 2015 parliamentary election, she does 
not have complete authority over the government or the state. The 
fact that she was barred from occupying the presidency, and forced 
to accept the title of “State Counsellor,” speaks to the inadequacies 
of Myanmar’s constitution. The generals never intended to let a 
civilian government hold them to account. 

As State Counsellor, Suu Kyi has the same responsibilities as other 
heads of state, but not nearly as much power. The military’s 
commander-in-chief, General Min Aung Hlaing, meanwhile, has little 
responsibility, but far more power than Suu Kyi. 

So, rather than focusing solely on Suu Kyi, the international 
community should be pressing the military and the Rakhine State 
parliament to work alongside the government and other parties 
toward peace. They can start by helping to implement the 
recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, led 
by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Suu Kyi has already 
committed her government to enacting the commission’s 
recommendations, and it is now time for the military and Rakhine 
officials to do the same. 

There is also an urgent need for stronger commitments at the 
international level: to help provide services, defend the rule of law – 
in Rakhine and in Myanmar generally – and search for lasting 
solutions to the crisis. Curtailing development aid, as some of Suu 
Kyi’s critics have proposed, would only serve the military’s interests. 
Simply put, creating a culture that respects human rights and the 
rule of law – long ignored and violated in Myanmar – won’t happen 
overnight. 

That is why the international community should back a long-term 
strategy of support for Myanmar, while condemning abuses when 
they occur. International inquiries and fact-finding missions will not 
put an end to the violence, and could even inflame an already 
volatile situation. According to the International Crisis Group, 
developments in Rakhine took a “dangerous turn” in October 2016, 
when Rohingya Muslim militants – who have been radicalized, 
armed, and funded from abroad – launched a series of attacks 
against border-guard outposts. 

Among all of the stakeholders, Myanmar’s military has the most 
power to end the conflict. An armed insurgency was allowed to 
radicalize and foment strife and division in Rakhine on the generals’ 
watch. If the generals cannot move beyond their traditional modus 
operandi of command, control and, in this case, containment, they 
should bear the blame for the crisis. 

Myanmar’s government, despite having far less power than the 
military, has taken action to find long-term solutions that will secure a 
lasting peace. But achieving peace will be a long, painful process. 
Rakhine state has not experienced peace or prosperity for more than 
half a century. After decades of colonization, military rule, ethnic and 
religious conflict, and civil wars, Rakhine has been left in a state of 
abject poverty and division. 

This grim history includes the Japanese occupation during World 
War II, which precipitated the 1942 Arakan massacres – a period of 
communal violence between British V Force-armed Kamam Muslims 
(today’s Rohingya) and Buddhist Rakhine villagers. Today, against 
the backdrop of the North Arakan Muslim League’s demand for 
annexation to Pakistan and the Mujahid Party’s effort to secure an 
autonomous state within Rakhine, a separatist Arakanese 
Independence Movement has been actively, and often violently, 
pursuing independence. 

No UN Commission of Inquiry can unpack this history. Creating a 
peaceful, prosperous state and society in Rakhine will take slow, 
deliberate actions that are aimed specifically at building trust and a 
culture of respect for human rights and the rule of law. 

Only Hlaing, the military’s commander-in-chief, has the power to 
launch a genuine reconciliation effort. He would do well to ignore 
Suu Kyi’s critics, and to listen to those who are calling on him to 
work collaboratively with her government. There is no other path to 
peace.  

  

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/myanmar-military-rakhine-rohingya-violence-by-jos--ramos-horta-and-janelle-saffin-2017-04
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/jos--ramos-horta
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/janelle-saffin
http://www.rakhinecommission.org/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/kofi-a-annan
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/283-myanmar-new-muslim-insurgency-rakhine-state
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Burma ranked third as global risk of genocide reaches 10-year high  

By Asian Correspondent Staff | 14th April 2017 | @ascorrespondent 

 

 
A rohingya refugee boy looks on at Balukhali Makeshift Refugee Camp in Cox's Bazar, 
Bangladesh April 12, 2017. Source: Reuters/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 

BURMA has been identified as the third most at risk country in the 
world to experience a new episode of genocide, as annual rankings 
show civilian mass killings at the hands of government forces are on 
the rise worldwide. 

A report from NGO ‘The Early Warning Project’ estimates the risk of 
deliberate killing of more than 1,000 civilians within a country by that 
country’s government or its agents, or state-led mass killing. 

Alarmingly, the annual rankings also show a reversal in a decade-
long trend of decline. 

The analysis forecasts risks using public data and advanced 
methodologies built on 50 years of historical indicators in the hope of 
highlighting cases where there are early warning signs of potential 
mass atrocities. 

For the third year running, Burma has made it into the top three, 
along with Sudan and Yemen. According to the data, Burma is 
already experiencing state-led mass killings, however, models 
indicate significant risk of a new distinct episode occurring despite 
the country’s progress towards democracy. 

Increased violence against the Muslim minority Rohingya is behind 
the high ranking. 

A UN report detailed how Burma’s security forces had committed 
mass killings and gang rapes against Rohingya during their 
campaign against the insurgents, which may amount to crimes 
against humanity. 

The military has denied the accusations, saying it was engaged in a 
legitimate counter-insurgency operation, but this has been largely 
discredited by independent bodies.

Rohingya children gather at the Dar Paing camp for Muslim refugees, north of Sittwe, 
western Rakhine state, Myanmar, June 24 2014. Source: AP/Gemunu Amarasinghe 

While the UN report stopped short of explicitly labelling the 
crackdown as ethnic cleansing, they expressed “serious concerns” 
that the attacks were a result of a “purposeful policy designed by one 
ethnic or religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring 
means the civilian population of another ethnic or religious group 
from certain geographic areas”. 

Bangladesh also appeared in the list, with the NGO ranking it 16th at 
risk in the world. 

Starker political polarisation and a growing extremist threat, as well 
as an increasingly authoritarian government were given as reasons 
for the elevated risk of mass violence in the country. 

Sri Lanka ranked 18 in the list, seeing a significant and steep 
increase in risk from the previous year that saw them in the 
35th spot. 

The report noted that this rise was surprising given the country’s 
political gains after an unexpected but ultimately peaceful transfer of 
political power via legislative and presidential elections in 2015. 

Despite these positive developments, Sri Lanka was still deemed a 
risk due to its “history of mass killing and the continued salience of 
the ruling elite’s ethnicity”. 

Pakistan and India also appeared in the list, ranked 9th and 30th 
respectively. 

Cameron Hudson, director of the Simon-Skjodt Center for the 
Prevention of Genocide, warned of a dangerous influx of state-led 
mass killings across the globe and reiterated the importance of 
analysis such as this to fight against it. 

“After a decade of decline, civilian mass killings by governments 
against their own people are once again on the rise,” she said. 

“By combining the power of analytics with the growing body of social 
science around mass killing onsets, we hope to galvanise preventive 
actions to avoid these outcomes.” 
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Countries Most Likely to Experience State-Led Mass Killing: Statistical Risk Assessment 2016 
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The Early Warning Project seeks to help policy makers prevent 
mass atrocities by highlighting cases in which risks are detected but 
mass atrocities have not started. Providing governments, advocacy 
groups, and at-risks societies with earlier and more reliable warning 
means more opportunity to take action well before the killing occurs. 

Our annual Statistical Risk Assessment is a rigorous estimate of the 
risk of deliberate killing of more than 1,000 civilians within a country 
by that country’s government or its agents—that is, state-led mass 
killing—in all countries with populations of more than 500,000 (see 
Technical Details later in this document for the full operational 
definition). 

What follows is a description of our statistical forecast, based 
on three different models (bad regime, elite threat, and a machine-
learning algorithm called random forest, which has access to many 
predictors), and a discussion of the situation in many of the top 30 
at-risk countries. 

The chart that follows shows the 30 countries our updated statistical 
analysis identifies as the most susceptible to new onsets of state-led 
mass killing. The red dots represent our best estimates of the 
likelihood of such an event occurring in each country. The other dots 
represent the three different statistical forecasts from which the best 
estimate is derived (see Technical Details below for more on the 
process used to arrive at those estimates). These assessments were 
developed using annualized data for the year ending 2015, the most 
recent year for which data are available. 

 
Risk of Onset of State-Led Mass Killing; Data: Early Warning Project 
Statistical Risk Assessment 2016 
 

Which States Are Most Likely to Perpetrate Mass Killing? 

• For the third year in a row, our statistical models 
identify Sudan and Myanmar/Burma as two of the 
three most susceptible countries to the onset of a new 
episode of state-led mass killing. Both countries are 
already experiencing state-led mass killing, according 
to our data, yet our models indicate significant risk of a 
new distinct episode occurring in each country. Despite 
Burma’s progress toward democracy, flagrant 
attacks on Rohingya communities in late 2016, 
following an attack on police outposts in Rakhine State, 
could signal a major escalation in lethal violence. The 
Simon-Skjodt Center’s own 2015 report on the situation 
of the Rohingya argued that early warning signs of 
genocide were present. 

Three countries saw substantial increases in their estimated risk 
from last year that pushed them well into our top 30. 

• Political tumult has catapulted Burundi toward the top of 
the global risk list, from 56th in 2015 to 6th this year. 
This dramatic shift reflects sharp changes in several 
risk factors. A failed coup attempt, a slide back into 
more openly authoritarian rule, the renewed political 
salience of ruling elites’ ethnic identity, and the 
resumption of violent civil conflict, among other factors, 
all contributed to big increases in estimated risk from all 
three of our models. None of those changes are recent; 
in fact, most happened in the spring and summer of 
2015. The situation in Burundi today continues to be 
worrisome: a United Nations inquiry concluded in 
September 2016 reported that although open violence 
had declined from 2015, repression in other forms was 
more systematic and was increasing. 

• Sri Lanka appears in this year’s top 30, climbing to 18th 
after ranking 35th in our 2015 assessments. That result 
is surprising because Sri Lanka saw notable political 
gains after an unexpected but ultimately peaceful 
transfer of political power via legislative and 
presidential elections in 2015. According to our data 
sources, the government also made partial but 
significant reductions in discrimination against Tamils, 
and ruling elites no longer espoused an exclusionary 
ideology. Despite those positive developments, our 
statistical analysis estimated that Sri Lanka’s risk has 
risen since 2015, from about 1 percent to 2 percent. 
The change was driven by the new forecast from the 
random forest model involving a large number of 
predictors, but the bad regime model also continues to 
rate Sri Lanka a relatively risky country because of its 
history of mass killing and the continued salience of the 
ruling elite’s ethnicity. By contrast, our elite threat 
model pegs Sri Lanka as a much lower-risk case. 

Three countries—Burkina Faso, Iran, and Libya—dropped out of 
the top 30 in our latest update. Burkina Faso’s risk fell mainly 
because it was coded as being somewhat more democratic, with a 
newly elected president taking office just before the end of 2015. 
Iran and Libya exhibited smaller changes, mainly because their 
scores on the random forest model involving a large number of 
predictors. The decline in their ranking also reflects the worsening 
outlook for Burundi, Turkey, and Sri Lanka, all of which jumped into 
the top 20. (To understand why Syria can rank so low on our list 
despite the obvious ongoing state-led mass killing there, please 
see this explainer.) 

 
Risk Assessment Heat Map; Data Source: Early Warning Project 
Statistical Risk Assessment 2016 

Many of the other countries our models identified as the highest-risk 
cases have hovered at or near the top for as long as we have been 
producing the list. 
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• The Democratic Republic of the Congo remains near 
the top of our watch list. DRC scores especially high on 
our elite threat model, which focuses on the risks of 
coup attempts and civil war, but all three models rate it 
a relatively high-risk case. Disputes over the timing of 
and preparations for the next presidential 
election produced violent conflict in 2016. 
On December 31, the government and opposition 
parties agreed to hold elections by the end of 2017 and 
institute a transitional government, with the prime 
minister appointed by the opposition. To date, however, 
little progress has been made toward implementation, 
with the parties disagreeing on almost every aspect of 
the transition. 

• Iraq also remains near the top of our list, but in this case 
the bad regime model produces the brightest warning 
light because of factors including Iraq’s previous 
episode of state-led mass killing, salience of the ruling 
elite ethnicity, and overall risk of political instability. By 
our reckoning, Iraq already has an ongoing episode of 
mass killing perpetrated by the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State, but our statistical assessments focus on the risk 
of mass atrocities perpetrated by state security forces 
or groups acting in coordination with those forces. 
Unfortunately, reports from Human Rights Watch (see 
the reports here and here) indicate that we may already 
be on the leading edge of a state-led episode as well, 
with Shia militias as the primary agents of that violence. 

• Yemen moved from 10th to 2nd this year, following Houthi 
rebels’ takeover of the capital, dissolution of the 
government, and ensuing civil war. Our models 
estimate Yemen’s risk to have nearly doubled, driven 
by a forecast from the random forest model with many 
predictors and the bad regime model. Although Saudi 
Arabia has perpetrated an extensive bombing 
campaign that has had horrendous impact on civilians, 
our models focus on the risk of the Yemeni government 
killing civilians within Yemen. 

• Ethiopia continues to rank among the countries most 
susceptible to state-led mass killing, with similar 
forecasts from all three of our models. Ethiopia 
experienced an onset of mass killing beginning in 
2016; we determined that in response to anti-
government protests in the Oromia Region, the 
government killed more than 1000 civilians in a 12-
month period and arrested thousands of others. This 
case was a very close call, as it barely met the 1000-
civilian threshold, and we continue to closely monitor 
the situation. 

This year’s statistical assessments also produced a number of other 
results that might surprise some advocates and policy makers. 

• Mali remains near the top of our watch list, in part 
because it continues to get a poor forecast from our 
elite threat model of mass-killing onset. That forecast is 
driven by Mali’s coup risk, which remains high relative 
to other countries a few years after a pair of coup 
attempts, one of which succeeded. Mali also gets low 
marks for state-led discrimination against Tuaregs, a 
long-standing conflict that spurred a renewal of armed 
rebellion in northern Mali against the central 
government in early 2012. That conflict has diminished 
since a peace agreement was struck in 2015, but 
human rights advocates have raised concerns about 
how state security forces are prosecuting their fight 
against armed Islamist groups. Additionally, increasing 
inter-communal violence, banditry, and jihadist 
influence in central Mali have raised the threat of mass 
killing in that region in a conflict separate from the north 
but suffering from many of the same tensions. 

• Bangladesh is a country that our statistical models 
continue to identify as one of the world’s highest-risk 

cases for state-led mass killing, but it does not 
commonly appear on other risk-monitoring groups’ 
watch lists for mass atrocities (see here and here, for 
example). Our own expert wiki survey, conducted in 
December 2016, ranks Bangladesh 33rd. As we 
discussed in a blog post in 2015, however, the 
persistence of sharp and sometimes violent 
competition between national political factions, and the 
civilian government’s sometimes awkward relationship 
with the country’s powerful security forces, should give 
doubters reason to reconsider their more sanguine 
assessments. Furthermore, experts argue that starker 
political polarization and a growing extremist threat—as 
evidenced in the July 1, 2016 attack on a Dhaka cafe—
matched with an increasingly authoritarian government 
elevate the risk of mass violence in the country. 

• Uganda lands in the bottom half of our top 30 again this 
year. Uganda shows a substantial spread across our 
three models. It scores relatively high on the elite threat 
model, middling on the bad regime model, and low on 
the random forest model with many predictors. In this 
country, the risk of civil war drives the elite threat score 
more than the risk of coup attempts, although the latter 
is not especially low, either. In fact, the risk of renewed 
civil conflict in Uganda bubbled to the surface again in 
2016. In February, security forces responded 
violently to opposition protests over the conduct of 
national elections, and clashes between supporters of 
rival candidates turned deadly a few weeks later. In 
May, authorities arrested opposition leader Kizza 
Besigye and charged him with treason, and they 
recently claimed to have uncovered plots to overthrow 
the government by force of arms. 

• Meanwhile, Zimbabwe’s absence from the top of our list 
is arguably surprising. Our models continue to see 
Zimbabwe as only a moderately risky case in relative 
terms—it ranks 35th this year, with a virtually identical 
risk score to that of the past two years. Motivated in 
part to better understand divergent assessments of the 
severity and nature of risks in Zimbabwe, the Simon-
Skjodt Center recently conducted qualitative research 
into the potential for mass atrocities in Zimbabwe. 
Without attempting to estimate the level of risk, that 
report concluded that two scenarios could plausibly 
lead to mass atrocities in the country: one stemming 
from severe factional competition and another from 
escalating anti-government protest activity. 

We expect to update these assessments again in 2017 after the 
public sources on which they depend refresh their data to 
summarize conditions at the end of 2016. Meanwhile, we will 
continue to use our crowd-sourcing collaboration with Good 
Judgment, Inc. and our annual wiki survey to ask experts and 
concerned observers about risks of mass killing and how they 
change over the course of the year. Within the next few weeks, we 
also plan to update our public repository with the data and code we 
used to generate this year’s assessments so that interested 
researchers can get a better feel for the analytical process and help 
us search for ways to improve our process. 

Technical Details 

We consider a state-led mass killing to have occurred if the 
deliberate actions of state agents or other groups acting at their 
behest result in the deaths of at least 1,000 noncombatant civilians 
within their own country over a period of one year or less. 

• State-led refers to cases in which the relevant violence is 
carried out by uniformed troops, police, or other agents 
of state security or by other groups acting at the behest 
of government officials. In cases in which the state’s 
role is ambiguous, we look for evidence of government 
encouragement of violence or coordination with state 
policies or military operations. 

• A noncombatant civilian is any person who is not a current 
member of a formal or irregular military organization 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/23/world/africa/congo-kabila-un.html
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and who does not apparently pose an immediate threat 
to the life, physical safety, or property of other people. 

• The reference to deliberate actions distinguishes mass 
killing from deaths caused by natural disasters, 
infectious diseases, the accidental killing of civilians 
during war, or the unanticipated consequences of other 
government policies. Fatalities are considered 
intentional if they result from actions designed to 
compel or coerce civilian populations to change their 
behavior against their will, as long as the perpetrators 
could have reasonably expected that those actions 
would result in widespread death among the affected 
populations. Examples of such actions include, but are 
not limited to, (a) mass starvation or disease-related 
deaths that result from the intentional confiscation or 
destruction of medicines or other healthcare supplies; 
and (b) deaths that occur during forced relocation or 
forced labor. 

• To distinguish mass killing from large numbers of 
unrelated civilian fatalities, the victims of mass killing 
must seem to be perceived by the perpetrators as 
belonging to a discrete group. That group may be 
defined communally (e.g., ethnic or religious), politically 
(e.g., partisan or ideological), socioeconomically (e.g., 
class or professional), or geographically (e.g., residents 
of specific villages or regions). Apparently unrelated 
executions by police or other state agents would not 
qualify as mass killing, but capital punishment directed 
against members of a specific political or communal 
group would. 

Countries may experience more than one episode of state-led mass 
killing at the same time if the state targets more than one discrete 
group in distinct conflicts. Sudan is a contemporary example, with 
ongoing episodes of state-led mass killing in Darfur and South 
Kordofan. All states, therefore, are theoretically at risk of a mass-
killing onset every year, even if one or more episodes are already 
ongoing. Because all states are at risk of an onset all the time, we 
include all countries in the statistical analysis, not just countries in 
which state-led mass killing is not currently happening. 

Of course, rebel groups and other nonstate actors also kill civilians, 
sometimes on a scale that also meets our definition of mass killing. 
Our statistical risk assessments consider only state-led mass killing, 
however, because the assessments are produced by models that 
are “trained on” historical data, and at present we have deep and 
reliable data on mass killing carried out only by states. If and when 
we are able to produce or obtain comparable data on mass killing 
perpetrated by nonstate groups, we will expand our statistical 
modeling to incorporate those events as well. 

Our statistical risk assessments are an average of forecasts from 
three models. These three models represent competing views about 
factors that shape the risks of state-led mass killing or how best to 
assess those risks. 

• Drawing on work by Barbara Harff and the Political 
Instability Task Force, the first model, bad regime, 
emphasizes features of countries’ national politics that 
hint at a predilection to commit genocide or politicide, 
especially in the context of political instability. Key risk 
factors in Harff’s model include authoritarian rule, the 
political salience of elite ethnicity, evidence of an 
exclusionary elite ideology, and international isolation 
as measured by trade openness. Other factors 
considered are regime type, regional conflict, recent 
upheaval, state-led discrimination, and a previous 
episode of mass killing. This model is fitted using a 
simple statistical tool called “logistic regression.” 

• The second model, elite threat, takes a more instrumental 
view of mass killing. It uses statistical forecasts of 
future coup attempts and new civil wars as proxy 
measures of events that could either spur incumbent 
rulers to lash out against threats to their power or usher 
in an insecure new regime that might do the same. The 
factors that define the coup and civil war risk models 
are population size, per capita income, natural 
resource wealth, economic growth rate, type of 
government, institutional stability, recent coup activity, 
domestic civil conflict, and regional conflict. Again, this 
model is fitted using logistic regression. 

• The third model does not focus on a theoretical argument, 
as the first two do. Rather, we take a large number of 
predictors—including those provided to the first two 
models—and allow a flexible machine-learning method 
to determine the best way to use those variables to 
predict the onset of mass killing. The particular 
machine-learning tool is called random forest. Although 
theory remains important for choosing the range of 
variables to include in this model, the machine 
determines how to use those variables in complex 
ways. 

To get our single-best risk assessment, we average the forecasts 
from the three models. We prefer the average to a single model’s 
output because we know from work in many fields—including 
meteorology and election forecasting—that this “ensemble” 
approach generally produces more accurate assessments than we 
could expect to get from any one model. By combining forecasts, we 
learn from all three perspectives while hedging against the biases of 
any one of them. 

All three models are estimated from publicly available historical data. 
To keep the forecasting models as current—and thus, in principle, as 
accurate—as possible, we reestimate them each year. The main 
point of updating the models is to take advantage of the additional 
information about global patterns that is contained in another year’s 
data. Our sources sometimes make revisions to their historical data, 
too, however, and this approach lets us learn from those revisions as 
well.

 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1233410/myanmar-deserves-our-patience 

 

Myanmar deserves our patience 

Anchalee Kongrut Life section writer  

17 Apr 2017 at 12:30 NEWSPAPER SECTION:  

What a difference a year makes. In the same hot summer last year, 
Myanmar was the rosy-cheeked debutante of the democratic world 
after the National League for Democracy (NLD) won a landslide 
victory in the 2015 election, paving the way for the first civilian-led 
government in 54 years. Foreign investors were rushing in, lured by 

economic growth that hit 8.5% in 2014, an emerging market of more 
than 50 million consumers in a resource-rich land with seemingly 
endless potential. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1233410/myanmar-deserves-our-patience
http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/columnist/151
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At the same time, Thailand -- once a poster child for democracy in 
Asia -- had deteriorated into an Orwellian state, brought to us by a 
military government. (Some might argue that we brought the military 
on ourselves). 

As a resident of a neighbouring country, I feel happy for Myanmar 
and wish its citizens well. I hope they can outdo us on their quest for 
democracy, and make a clean break from the military.I remember 
penning a commentary titled "Myanmar races ahead as we 
backpedal", praising the country and its people for their amazing 
achievement in making an exit from military rule in a bloodless 
election. 

But the allure has fizzled out. The rosy-cheeked debutante is wilting. 
Economic growth has moderated to 7%, and foreign investors are 
complaining about red tape, a lack of enabling regulations to drive 
trade and investment, and shortcomings in infrastructure. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, for years a symbol of hope, has been lambasted 
by the international media and activists for her frosty silence on 
human rights violations perpetrated by the military in Rakhine State. 
The issue of the Muslim Rohingya -- or "Bengalis" in the eyes of 
many Buddhists in the country -- is complex and one where I try to 
tread carefully. 

Yet I almost fell off my chair while watching the recent BBC interview 
with the Nobel Peace laureate, when she rejected allegations that 
"ethnic cleansing" was taking place in Rakhine and said: "I think 
there is a lot of hostility there -- it is Muslims killing Muslims as well." 

In any case, the second year of the NLD-led government is not 
shaping up as a happy one. Peace negotiations that Suu Kyi sees as 
her top priority have hit snags as ethnic groups grow more sceptical 
and less cooperative. Meanwhile, local activists and the media have 
complained of the NLD's remoteness and a tendency to censor 
freedom of expression. The Lady is perceived as ruling from an ivory 
tower. 

Despite growing disillusionment, Suu Kyi still commands tremendous 
respect and popularity. Some pundits are even predicting that the 
NLD might try to revise the military-written constitution in order 
achieve more leeway to run the country. 

The 2008 constitution was written to ensure that the military could 
retain an outsized role in civilian-led governance. It bars anyone with 
a foreign spouse (Suu Kyi in other words) from becoming head of 
state, which is why NLD lawmakers created the position of "state 
counsellor". One-quarter of the seats in parliament are filled with 
military-appointed representatives, and men in uniform still control 
the security-related ministries. The world is watching to see whether 
the NLD government can untie any of these knots. 

As a citizen of a country that has just ushered in its 20th constitution, 
I can say that the road to democracy can take many turns. More 
freedom of expression and more public participation at every level 
might be easier said than done, but it is the only way to achieve real 
democracy. 

Still, not all the news from Myanmar is bad. There are reports of new 
political parties such as one made up of stalwarts from the 88 
Generation -- the activists who came of age fighting the junta in 1988 
-- preparing to contest the 2020 election. 

And perhaps the secretive and aloof Aung San Suu Kyi deserves 
credit for instilling a healthy attitude in her people. While populist 
leaders in this region promise the moon and try to make citizens 
depend on them, The Lady has sent a different message. "Our 
success, where I am as a leader, is decided by how dispensable I 
can make myself," she told an interviewer in Singapore last year. 

Obviously, the world and 50 million people in Myanmar expect the 
moon from its 71-year-old leader and her government. But 
democracy in Myanmar is important, not just for its own people but 
for the health of democracy in this region. For Thailand especially, a 
more robust democracy in Myanmar might offer lessons or inspire us 
to seek ways to break free from the military. 

 

https://twitter.com/drzarni/status/853561788935360512 

 
Myanmar Racists celabrate the country's Lunar New Year waving Nazi Flags 

 maung zarni @drzarni Apr 16 
Happy New Year! #Nazism is alive and kicking in #Myanmar. Some racists celebrate traditional new year waving 
Nazi flags.@YangheeLeeSKKU 
 

 
  

https://twitter.com/drzarni/status/853561788935360512
https://twitter.com/drzarni
https://twitter.com/drzarni/status/853561788935360512
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Nazism?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Myanmar?src=hash
https://twitter.com/YangheeLeeSKKU
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At peace summit, Burma’s armed rebel groups call for equality 

KIA soldiers rest near a rally at Laiza in Burma. Source: AP 

ARMED ethic groups from Burma’s (Myanmar) restive areas 
have collectively called on the government to accord all 
armed ethnic organisations with equal and dignified status, 
as the Southeast Asian country looks to resolve decades of 
unrest in its autonomous regions. 

At the second 21st Century Panglong Conference held in 
Chiangmai, Thailand, over the weekend, the 14 armed ethnic groups 
that attended the meeting said it was working towards the signing of 
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) by non-signatory groups 
while aiming to attain “dignified status”. 

The armed ethnic groups, according to the Myanmar Times, have 
also pushed for an end to conflicts in Kachin and northern Shan 
states. 

“We strongly urge the finding of a solution by means of dialogue for 
military offensives in Kachin and Shan states among the 
government, Tatmadaw and armed ethnic organisations, and for the 
participation of all concerned parties in the peace process,” the 
groups said in a joint statement. 

The groups had discussed the “founding principles for building a 
federal union” and the “Panglong reference booklet” in their 
continuation to the two topics raised during peace talks in August 
2016. 

Last year, representatives of the ethnic minorities said the 
preliminary talks were a good start, but the peace process remained 
an uphill task. Ahead of peace negotiations in August, the United 
Nationalities Federal Council (UNFC) – the coalition representing the 
ethnic rebel groups – had agreed to resume talks with the 
government, but did not reach a consensus over the ethnic armed 
groups who did not sign a 2015 nationwide ceasefire agreement. 

The government had asked all groups to sign the ceasefire pact 
before they could take part in the peace talks but so far, only eight 
groups signed the NCA. 

While the talks were seen as a positive development for restoring 
peace in Burma, political observers have questioned its 
effectiveness based on the lack of solid results from the talks in 
August. The latest conference over the weekend was postponed 
twice as the original date of the meeting was initially scheduled to be 
held in February. 

The UNFC also said it has discussed and agreed upon matter 
related to national defence and security policy, a joint peace fund, 
and the formation of joint working groups. 

In the interim period as listed in the terms of the NCA, the groups 
were also looking to implement projects that cover health, education 
and socio-economic development of civilians, environmental 
conservation, preserving and promoting ethnic culture, language and 
literature, according to the Myanmar Times. 

Suu Kyi attends an event marking the 69th anniversary of Martyrs’ 
Day at the Martyrs’ Mausoleum in Yangon, on July 19, 2016. 
Source: Reuters/Soe Zeya Tun 

Burma’s de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s nearly one-
year-old government is increasingly besieged by ethnic 
rebels, grappling with an alliance of militias in the north and a 
new Rohingya insurgency rebelling against decades of 
persecution in the northwest of the country. 

Other tasks needed to be carried out to ensure peace and stability 
during and after the interim period include capacity-building projects, 
eradication of illicit drugs, and receiving aid from foreign and local 
donor agencies. 

In early March, 30 people died in clashes between ethnic rebels and 
Burmese security forces in a restive area along the border with 
China, dealing a blow to Suu Kyi’s goal of reaching peace with 
minorities. 

The attack came after the Nobel Peace Prize winner met a 
delegation of ethnic armed groups last week to convince them to 
take part in a major peace conference. Suu Kyi swept to power in 
2015 on promises of national reconciliation and the meeting was 
aimed at giving fresh impetus to the stuttering peace process. 

The intensified violence in Burma in recent months has also raised 
concerns for thousands of displaced civilians who are unable to 
escape the armed conflict. 

The Burmese army broke a 17-year-long ceasefire launching a 
surprise offence on several Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
outposts near a Chinese-financed hydro-power dam in the latest 
round of violence between Burma’s armed forces and KIA, which 
initially erupted in June 2011. 

An estimated 120,000 ethnic civilians have been displaced since 
2011. Most of these people now reside in makeshift camps across 
the remote mountains in Kachin State. 

  

https://asiancorrespondent.com/2017/04/at-peace-summit-burmas-rebel-groups-call-equality/#hq4vF5gYDDa6rweX.97
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/25674-armed-groups-call-for-equality-at-peace-summit.html
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Suu Kyi doesn't have powers to solve Rohingya crisis 
 
José Ramos-Horta and Janelle Saffin 
 
Published on April 18, 2017 
 

 
Rohingya children gather at the Dar Paing camp for Muslim refugees, north of Sittwe in 
western Rakhine state. Asean must help in halting the violence against the Rohingya. 

Muslims in Rakhine have been at the receiving end of state-
sponsored atrocities for years 

Human-rights abuses in Myanmar's Rakhine state have led to 
mounting international condemnation and calls for a United Nations 
Commission of Inquiry. The atrocities there must be investigated, and 
their perpetrators held to account. But the situation in Rakhine is now 
fuelling criticism of Myanmar's de facto head of government, State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, in a way that is obscuring the military's 
responsibility in the crisis. 

Condemning Suu Kyi, a former dissident and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, for not using her position as a megaphone to address the 
problem may be emotionally satisfying, but it does not help those most 
in need. It is simply wrong to say that Suu Kyi has done nothing in the 
face of the horrors being perpetrated in Rakhine. One must remember 
that Myanmar is undergoing a fragile political transition, under a 
constitution that gives the military a leading role in national politics, 
while constraining Suu Kyi. 

Given that atrocities are still being committed, it would be premature 
to excuse or defend any of Myanmar's leaders. But we should identify 
the right targets for criticism. Suu Kyi has been hung out to dry while 
Myanmar's generals - who misruled the country for decades - have 
been allowed to step back as the conflict escalates. 

And Suu Kyi's critics should recognise that the generals have 
reserved the capacity to step back in, should she suffer too much 
political damage. Myanmar's 2008 military-decreed constitution 
allows them to stage a coup d'état whenever they deem it necessary 
to restore order. The international community should not let itself be 
held hostage by this possibility; but it must be borne in mind. Although 
Suu Kyi led the National League for Democracy to an overwhelming 
victory in the 2015 parliamentary election, she does not have 
complete authority over the government or the state. The fact that she 
was barred from occupying the presidency, and forced to accept the 
title of "State Counsellor," speaks to the inadequacies of Myanmar's 
constitution. The generals never intended to let a civilian government 
hold them to account. 

As State Counsellor, Suu Kyi has the same responsibilities as other 
heads of state, but not nearly as much power. The military's 

commander-in-chief, General Min Aung Hlaing, meanwhile, has little 
responsibility, but far more power than Suu Kyi. 

So, rather than focusing solely on Suu Kyi, the international 
community should be pressing the military and the Rakhine State 
parliament to work alongside the government and other parties toward 
peace. They can start by helping to implement the recommendations 
of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, led by former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Suu Kyi has already committed her 
government to enacting the commission's recommendations, and it is 
now time for the military and Rakhine officials to do the same. 

There is also an urgent need for stronger commitments at the 
international level: to help provide services, defend the rule of law - in 
Rakhine and in Myanmar generally - and search for lasting solutions 
to the crisis. Curtailing development aid, as some of Suu Kyi's critics 
have proposed, would only serve the military's interests. Simply put, 
creating a culture that respects human rights and the rule of law - long 
ignored and violated in Myanmar - won't happen overnight. 

That is why the international community should back a long-term 
strategy of support for Myanmar, while condemning abuses when they 
occur. International inquiries and fact-finding missions will not put an 
end to the violence, and could even inflame an already volatile 
situation. According to the International Crisis Group, developments 
in Rakhine took a "dangerous turn" in October 2016, when Rohingya 
Muslim militants - who have been radicalised, armed, and funded from 
abroad - launched a series of attacks against border-guard outposts. 
Among all of the stakeholders, Myanmar's military has the most power 
to end the conflict. Myanmar's government, despite having far less 
power than the military, has taken action to find long-term solutions 
that will secure a lasting peace. But achieving peace will be a long, 
painful process. Rakhine state has not experienced peace or 
prosperity for more than half a century. After decades of colonisation, 
military rule, ethnic and religious conflict, and civil wars, Rakhine has 
been left in a state of abject poverty and division. 

This grim history includes the Japanese occupation during World War 
II, which precipitated the 1942 Arakan massacres - a period of 
communal violence between British V Force-armed Kamam Muslims 
(today's Rohingya) and Buddhist Rakhine villagers. Today, against 
the backdrop of the North Arakan Muslim League's demand for 
annexation to Pakistan and the Mujahid Party's effort to secure an 
autonomous state within Rakhine, a separatist Arakanese 
Independence Movement has been actively, and often violently, 
pursuing independence. 

No UN Commission of Inquiry can unpack this history. Creating a 
peaceful, prosperous state and society in Rakhine will take slow, 
deliberate actions that are aimed specifically at building trust and a 
culture of respect for human rights and the rule of law. Only Hlaing, 
the military's commander-in-chief, has the power to launch a genuine 
reconciliation effort. He would do well to ignore Suu Kyi's critics, and 
to listen to those who are calling on him to work collaboratively with 
her government. There is no other path to peace. 

 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/opinion/today_editorial/30312531 

 

Myanmar keeps world guessing on refugees 
April 18, 2017 01:00

The thousands uprooted by violence in Rakhine are being moved 

again – but it’s not known where 

http://dailykashmirimages.com/Details/137584/suu-kyi-doesnt-have-powers-to-solve-rohingya-crisis
http://dailykashmirimages.com/section/author=Jos%C3%A9%20Ramos-Horta%20and%20Janelle%20Saffin
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/opinion/today_editorial/30312531
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/Home
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The international community and particularly the Association of 

Southeast Nations deserve to be fully apprised regarding the fate of 

thousands of displaced people in Myanmar’s Rakhine state. Instead, all 

we’ve had is a worrying government announcement that refugee camps 

were being shut down. Nothing has been said about what happens to 

them next. These people sought shelter five years ago amid violent 

conflict between Buddhists and Muslims. Many fled the country, 

retreating to the Bangladeshi frontier, but the government in Dhaka was 

no more accepting than its neighbour to the east has been. 

Thaung Tun, Myanmar’s National Security Adviser, said last week the 

government had begun shutting down three camps named in a report 

compiled for de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi by a commission led by 

Kofi Annan, the former United Nations secretary general. One camp 

shelters ethnic Rakhine and another holds Kaman Muslims. 

Suu Kyi had last year chosen Annan, a fellow Nobel laureate, to head a 

commission seeking solutions to the crisis in Rakhine. It was mandated 

to examine ways to develop the state, strengthen civic institutions, 

provide humanitarian assistance, seek reconciliation and prevent further 

conflict. But the mission was flawed from the start, restrained by a law 

that doesn’t recognise the Muslim Rohingya of Rakhine as citizens. 

Myanmar is a predominantly Buddhist society and nationalist intolerance 

of other religions is rife. 

Annan’s commission recommended that the government formulate a 

comprehensive plan to close the displacement camps as part of any 

attempt to curb festering communal tensions. It noted that efforts to 

relocate the more than 120,000 “internally displaced persons” (IDP) in the 

camps had “shown little progress” since 2012. A sounder strategy was 

needed, it said, and a clear timeline. The commission identified 335 

households within the IDP camps, a mix of Kaman, Rakhine and Muslim 

people who it said ought to be allowed to return to their homes or be 

relocated elsewhere as an initial expression of “goodwill”. 

In briefing foreign diplomats last week, Thaung Tun unveiled no plan 

beyond the camps being shut down. He said nothing about measures to 

relocate the refugees or about aid or facilities to be provided. Thus 

international criticism of Myanmar over its official mistreatment of 

Rakhine’s million-plus Rohingya is unlikely to abate. Most of these 

people, despite their families having lived in Myanmar for generations, 

are denied citizenship and face severe restrictions in movement and 

access to education and healthcare. 

Matters have been muddled ever since the military – reacting to militant 

Rohingya attacks on police border posts last October – launched a 

bloody crackdown in north Rakhine that reportedly claimed hundreds of 

lives. UN investigators concluded that security forces might have carried 

out crimes against humanity as well as ethnic cleansing. Suu Kyi last 

week rejected the accusations, calling “ethnic cleansing” “too strong an 

expression”. Annan agreed, while Thaung Tun insisted the authorities 

were doing their best to push forward a process of citizenship verification. 

The leaders of the Asean countries, presumably including Myanmar 

President Htin Kyaw, will this month gather for a summit in the 

Philippines, but, as usual, the subject of the Rohingya will remain off the 

agenda, since members of the bloc are loathe to meddle in one another’s 

internal affairs. That doesn’t prevent any members from raising concerns 

or even suggesting possible solutions, however. Thailand, Indonesia and 

Malaysia have provided humanitarian assistance in the past. They and 

others should seek larger roles in helping Myanmar tackle the issue at its 

roots. At the very least, they should press Myanmar’s representatives for 

more information about the latest developments and, better still, what the 

long-range plan is. 
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Rohingya Child Disappearances Spark Trafficking Fears  

April 17, 2017 12:25 PM 

• John Owens 

 
One NGO source estimates around 150 Rohingya children have made the journey from 
Myanmar to Bangladesh unaccompanied. (J. Owens/VOA) 

 
KUTAPALONG CAMP, BANGLADESH —  

A spate of disappearances among the children of displaced 
Rohingya in Bangladesh is raising fears the children have been 
abducted into the region’s human trafficking networks. 

In the past seven months, about 70,000 Rohingya have fled a 
military onslaught in their home country of Myanmar, and there are 
concerns the newly arrived status of the latest refugees makes them 
particularly vulnerable to abduction and exploitation. 

Meanwhile the presence of unaccompanied minors, and the 
statelessness of the Rohingya refugees, could mean the problem is 
being significantly under-reported. 

A talented child 

When Rashida thinks of her 10-year-old son Muhammad, she thinks 
of his curiosity about the wider world.

     
A photo of Rashida’s son Muhammed (right), with his sister, 
Hosneara. (J. Owens/VOA) 

“He used to read any kinds of paper, or paper cutting, he could get,” 
she says, eyes glistening. “He was a talented child, if a bit naughty.” 

Rashida tells VOA that her husband was fatally shot during an 
offensive carried out by the Myanmar military during a lockdown of 
the country’s northern Rakhine state, home to the nation's Rohingya 
Muslim minority. 

The lockdown followed an attack by Rohingya insurgents that killed 
nine policemen in October. Since then, there have been widespread 
accusations of mass rapes and murders as part of a broader 
campaign against Rohingya civilians -- charges denied by the 
Myanmar government. 

Rashida at home with a suitcase containing the clothes of her son 
Mohammed, 10, who vanished a month ago. (J. Owens/VOA) 

Like many others, Rashida fled and made her way to Kutapalong 
Camp, near the border with Myanmar in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar 
district. 

She sent her son off to study a nearby religious school while her 7-
year-old daughter Hosneara remained with her in the camp. 

A month ago, she got a call saying Muhammad had gone missing, 
having never returned to the school after a short trip to get food. 

All efforts to find out what happened have so far failed. All Rashida 
has is a suitcase of his neatly folded clothes and a picture of him and 
his sister. 

“My daughter is always crying, she says that she’ll never see her 
brother in the future,” Rashida tells VOA. 

Speaking out 

The disappearance of Mohammed is far from unique. 

Attention is being called to the problem by Action Against Hunger, an 
NGO that has been helping Rohingya in Cox’s Bazar since well 
before the arrival of the latest refugees.

Thousands of Rohingya flocked to Kutapalong Camp after crossing 
from Myanmar into Bangladesh. (J. Owens/VOA) 

As many as 300,000 to 500,000 Rohingya are thought to now be 
living in Bangladesh. The NGO is normally reticent to discuss their 
plight because of political sensitivities. However, the child 
disappearances have prompted country director Nipin Gangadharan 
to speak out. 

Gangadharan, whose NGO has created a series of "safe spaces" for 
youngsters, says his group has recorded the disappearance of 16 
children since January. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/bangladesh-rohingya-children-vanish-spark-fears/3813440.html
https://www.voanews.com/author/24338.html
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He said most of those children came with the newly arrived 
Rohingya families, who face a “new context” and are cut loose from 
the community structures they had established in Myanmar. 

”They don’t have any support … so they have some kind of set-up 
where they're leaving the children assuming it's safe and they're 
going to try to earn some living," he says. "Those kind of separations 
heighten the risk."

Rohingya children at Kutapalong Camp in Bangladesh. (J. 
Owens/VOA) 

One humanitarian worker who did not want to be identified told VOA 
that that aid groups are aware of roughly 150 Rohingya children who 
had made the crossing into Bangladesh unaccompanied. 

Trafficking fears 

Little is known beyond the fact of the disappearances themselves — 
which have taken place both inside and outside the camps. 

However, Gangadharan said human traffickers are known to have a 
strong network across the Cox’s Bazar region and to target both 
Bangladeshis and Rohingyas. 

A report in 2014 on child abductions in Bangladesh revealed that of 
49 children who had been recovered, the highest number — 15 — 
came from Cox’s Bazar. Last year, local media reported that 
trafficking syndicates in Cox’s Bazar involved around 2,000 people.

Children at a care center set up near to the Rohingya camps and run by an NGO called 
Action Against Hunger. (J.Owens/VOA) 

The traffickers are known to force children to work, beg or smuggle 
drugs, and have even harvested their organs. Gangadharan said the 

recently disappeared children "could be used as part of this 
network.” 

A U.S. State Department report on trafficking released last year 
noted the vulnerability of the Rohingya in particular, and added that 
while the Bangladesh government does “not yet fully meet the 
minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking,” it is “making 
significant efforts to do so.” 

Questioned on human trafficking, Abuzar al-Jahid, captain of a 
Bangladeshi government-backed border guard team operating 
around the Myanmar border, said his team “would not allow those 
kind of activities,” adding it took a “zero tolerance approach.” 

Gangadharan agreed that Bangladeshi authorities have been 
“positive and understanding” in response to the disappearances. 

However, he emphasized that because of their lack of citizenship or 
relationship with the Bangladesh state, there is a chance such 
disappearances are going under-reported. 

Word spreads 

Word of the disappearances has spread.

Rohingya men hang out in Kutapalong Camp, where rumors of child 
abductions have spread among the residents. (J. Owens/VOA) 

Mohammed Idris — a teacher at a recently built religious school 
within Kutapalong who is also a father of seven — is fearful and has 
heard rumors of ransom demands. 

“We’re very sad about losing these children,” he says.“We’re even 
hearing that they are taking the kidneys from some of the children.” 

For Rashida, these fears have already been realized. 

Now, all she can do is try to protect her daughter, continue to 
search, and look to her faith for consolation. 
 
“I expect that I'll get him back if Allah wishes,” she says. 

 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/breaking-military-continue-raid-rohingya-villages-across-maungdaw/ 

 

Breaking: Military Continue to Raid Rohingya Villages across Maungdaw 

By Anwar M.S. April 18, 2017 18:02  

 

By RVision TV Correspondent | April 18, 2017 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/breaking-military-continue-raid-rohingya-villages-across-maungdaw/
http://www.rvisiontv.com/


 

59 

Maungdaw – The Myanmar military have continued to raid 
different Rohingya villages across Maungdaw Township after 
they resumed a new round of raids last week. 

The Myanmar military began different Rohingya hamlets under the 
village of ‘Long Doong’ in northern Maungdaw on April 16[Read the 
earlier Report: HERE]. The continuous raids by the military and the 
Border Guard Police (BGP) for 3 days till today creating fears among 
the people in the region of arbitrary arrests and summary killings and 
already resulting in fleeing of the people in the region to neighboring 
Bangladesh. 

In southern Maungdaw, the military shot on Mv Halim, a Rohingya 
cleric, at the village of ‘Thawan Chaung’ locally known as ‘Bossara’ 
this morning. The victim fortunately escaped from being hit by bullets 
and managed to flee. Since then, hundreds of the Myanmar troops 
have besieged the village and been conducting raids. The situation is 
chaotic; the villagers are scared and have been reported to have been 
fleeing to hideouts in fear of the atrocities. 

Last night, some unidentified assailants fired multiple gun-shots at a 
Rohingya man ‘Baggona’ village in southern Maungdaw at 
around 09:00 PM (on Apr 17). 

Severely injured, the man died soon after at around 10:00 PM. The 
victim is identified as ‘U Ameer Ali’ from ‘Foira’ hamlet of the Baggona 
village. According to a villager who said quoting eyewitness “the 
assailants were communicating in Burmese language while fleeing 
after shooting the Rohingya man.” 

Update: At ‘Thawan Chaung’ village in southern 
Maungdaw, the military raid on the village has 
actually stemmed from a clash between the villagers 
and the notorious Robber-Gang led by Abdul Hakim. 
The military left the village from the siege and no 
atrocities were reported have

been committed.
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Rohingya fishermen severely tortured by Burmese Navy 

Posted on April 17, 2017 by kaladannews — Leave a comment 

Twenty Rohingya fishermen were arrested and severally beaten up by a Burmese Navy in Maungdaw south on April 11, while fishing in the sea, Nir 
Ahmed, a fisherman Kalil from Maungdaw said. 
On that day, in the morning, twenty fishermen from Bahar Sara village under the Myient Hlut village tract went to the sea for fishing, Nir added. 

While fishing in the sea, they were arrested and severally beaten up at the sea and taken away their fishing nets, layer they were released, Nir 
further said. 

Among the 20-fisherman, three of them have been identified as Jaber (25), son of Abdu Salam, Iman Hussain (30), son of Kalu and Hussain (40), 
son of Sulaman, hailed from Bahar Sara village under the Myient Hlut village tract of Maungdaw township, Iqubal, another fisherman said from 
Maungdaw. 

They have been barred from fishing by the concerned authorities of Burma since October 2016. 

However, they went to sea for fishing taking risky because they are suffering from survival with their family members and they have no alternative 
way for earning except fishing, Mohin, a Rohingya activity said. 

 

https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2017/04/19/volunteer-run-public-exhibition-reveals-rohingya-refugees-story-of-rescue-by-acehnese/ 
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Volunteers and MP Louis Ng launched public exhibition revealing the story of Rohingya 
refugees’ rescued by Acehnese 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/military-raid-rohingya-village-northern-maungdaw/
https://kaladanpress.wordpress.com/2017/04/17/rohingya-fishermen-severely-tortured-by-burmese-navy/
https://kaladanpress.wordpress.com/2017/04/17/rohingya-fishermen-severely-tortured-by-burmese-navy/
https://kaladanpress.wordpress.com/author/kaladannews/
https://kaladanpress.wordpress.com/2017/04/17/rohingya-fishermen-severely-tortured-by-burmese-navy/#respond
https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2017/04/19/volunteer-run-public-exhibition-reveals-rohingya-refugees-story-of-rescue-by-acehnese/
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By onlinecitizen on April 19, 2017 Civil Society 
A public exhibition organised by Singapore’s first volunteer advocacy 
group for refugees showcased the little-known story of Rohingya 
refugees rescued by Acehnese fishermen. It was 

 
Photo - Fauzi Azman, Project Hearts to Hands 

launched by Member of Parliament Louis Ng and lasted till 14th April 
at the National Library Plaza. The N(ONE exhibition documents 
photos and stories of the Rohingya refugees after they were rescued 
by Acehnese fishermen and includes a documentary screening 
fringe event. 

In May 2015, the Southeast Asian region bore witness to the largest 
humanitarian boat crisis since the Vietnam War, where thousands of 
Rohingya and Bengali migrants were adrift at the Andaman Sea 
after being abandoned by smugglers. 

 
Photo - Fauzi Azman, Project Hearts to Hands 

While countries in the region failed to respond, a fishing community 
in Aceh, Indonesia, rescued these migrants. An Indonesian non-
profit group, Yayasan Geutanyoe, then extended aid to both 
refugees and the Acehnese fishing community, and helped to 
arrange safe passage for the refugees. 

Last year, under Project Hearts to Hands, a group of 30 volunteers 
from Singapore visited the refugees and fishing community in Aceh. 

 
Photo - Fauzi Azman, Project Hearts to Hands 

MP Louis Ng, who was part of the team, shared that “I've visited the 
refugee camps in Aceh twice now and each trip really made me 
question my faith in humanity. What I saw, the stories I heard and 
the experience they shared with me really broke my heart.” 

The N(ONE exhibition is organised entirely by volunteers from 
Project Hearts to Hands and local non-profit group Advocates for 
Refugees. Mathilda Ho, Founder of Advocates for Refugees said, 
"besides showcasing the Rohingya refugees 

 
Photo - Fauzi Azman, Project Hearts to Hands 

who were rescued, the fishermen of Pusong, the rescuers are 
exemplary of the spirit of humanitarianism, in that they would rescue 
anyone, even an animal or their enemy. It is an important value that 
you help others unconditionally." 

This was their first public exhibition, which also includes a film 
screening of a documentary produced by students from NTU. For 
details of the exhibition and fringe events, visit the Facebook Page of 
Project Hearts to Hands. 

About Advocates for Refugees 

Advocates for Refugees - Singapore (AFR-SG) is Singapore's first 
ground-up initiative working for the cause of refugees and forced 
migration in our region and beyond. They aim to open up community 
dialogue on refugee and asylum seeker issues, with a strong focus 
on the impacts of forced migration on Singapore's closest 
neighbours (receiving countries) Malaysia, Indonesia, South-East 
Asia and Asia region as a whole. 

AFR-SG encourages ordinary and extraordinary Singaporeans, and 
people living in Singapore - regardless of political affiliation, religion, 
race and ethnicity - to participate in dialogues, explore possible roles 
as individuals, as an interest group/community, and as a nation state 
can play to offer community-driven solutions and to help ameliorate 
the causes and consequences of forced migration. As advocates, 
they believe in the importance of raising awareness, facilitating 
conversations, and addressing misinformed perceptions (e.g. 
conflating all refugees, asylum seekers, stateless persons as 
"economic migrants" or labelling them as "illegal migrants"). 

 

https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/author/onlinecitizen/
https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/category/community/civil-society/
https://www.facebook.com/h2hsg
https://www.facebook.com/h2hsg
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Saudi Arabia’s Colliding Interests in Myanmar 

By   Daniel Wagner and Jesse Schatz 

  April 18, 2017  

 Daniel Wagner: Daniel Wagner is Managing Director of Risk 
Solutions at Risk Cooperative and co-author of “Global Risk Agility 
and Decision Making”. He holds Mast 

Jesse Schatz :Jesse Schatz is a research intern at Gulf State 
Analytics and a rising senior at Vassar College specializing in 
Africana Studies and Arabic 

Saudi Arabia’s support for the Rohingya Muslim minority in 

Myanmar is expected to continue for some time. 

Despite Aung San Suu Kyi’s decades-old image as an embattled 
political prisoner and proponent of ardent reform as an opponent of 
the previous military government in Myanmar, her new role as state 
councilor has resulted in criticism from a variety of quarters 
domestically and internationally, as she juggles her predisposition 
toward humanitarianism with a pragmatic approach to governing. 
Suu Kyi and her National League for Democracy (NLD) have been 
roundly criticized for their presumed complicity in what many 
international observers have deemed a process of ethnic cleansing 
and genocide against the Rohingya minority residing in the country’s 
rural Rakhine State. 

While advocacy on behalf of the Rohingya has come from 
predictable sources in the West, it has also come from Saudi Arabia. 
The kingdom started providing financial assistance to the Rohingya 
when the situation began deteriorating in 2012. With its valuable 
investments in Myanmar’s oil infrastructure, located largely within 
Rakhine, Riyadh has undoubtedly wished to hedge its bets and play 
both sides of the same coin. Since then, armed resistance from the 
Rohingya people toward the Burmese government, including a 2016 
attack on security forces linked to funds from Saudi and Pakistani 
actors, has motivated an increased Burmese military presence in the 
region. 

On numerous occasions, the United Nations as well as human rights 
organizations have documented abuses leveled against the 
Rohingya. Earlier this year, Human Rights Watch released a report 
that identified widespread and systematic human rights violations 
targeting Myanmar’s Muslim citizens in Rakhine State. The report 
has been disputed by the government. Suu Kyi disagrees with the 
findings and has denied that the government is guilty of ethnic 
cleansing. 

The roots of the violence in Rakhine State are multifaceted and 
rooted in British colonial officials’ failure to include the word 
“Rohingya” in censuses taken of the then-British colony, which was 
subsequently used as a means of falsely characterizing the 
Rohingya as illegal immigrants from neighboring regions, with no 
historical legitimacy in Burma. The former military regime and the 
current democratically-elected government have both denied the 
Rohingya full citizenship, strictly limiting basic freedoms of 
movement and suffrage. Suu Kyi finds herself in a precarious 
position, reemphasizing her support for non-violent political change, 

while at the same time referring to the Rohingya’s disrespect for the 
“Rule of Law” as a justification for a strong military presence in 
Rakhine. 

Prior to 2009, Saudi Arabia’s late King Abdullah recognized the 
plight of the Rohingya and offered permanent residency for in 
excess of 250,000 Burmese Muslims, but Saudi authorities 
segregated many Burmese upon arrival to the kingdom. Most 
Burmese expatriates in the Gulf have worked low-skilled/low-pay 
jobs and have faced challenges similar to those of other poor 
Southeast Asian migrants in Saudi Arabia. Following the death of 
King Abdullah, King Salman detained 3,000 Rohingya families in 
Jeddah prisons and planned to deport them back to Myanmar for 
reasons that remain unclear. 

SAUDI ARABIA AND MYANMAR 

Such reversals have further complicated Riyadh’s policy toward the 
Rohingya. This year, Saudi officials announced the kingdom would 
accept a total of 190,000 Rohingya refugees over a four-year period, 
in conjunction with providing limited financial assistance to the 
Rohingya. In 2013, the Saudi government publicly condemned the 
Burmese government’s treatment of the Rohingya at a UN meeting 
— something it has rarely done. Perhaps the ability to lecture other 
countries about human rights was one of Saudi Arabia’s original 
objectives for having first become embroiled in the Rohingya issue. 

Rohingya migrants sit on a boat drifting in Thai waters off the southern island of Koh Lipe in 
the Andaman sea on May 14, 2015. A boat crammed with scores of Rohingya migrants -- 
including many young children -- was found drifting in...More 

At the same time, Saudi Arabia has been working with the Burmese 
and Chinese governments to industrialize natural resource 
production and distribution within Rakhine State. Saudi Arabia and 
its smaller Persian Gulf neighbors became deeply involved in 
Myanmar’s oil industry in 2011, when Riyadh and Beijing signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding in which China pledged to provide 
200,000 barrels of crude oil per day through the just-completed Sino-
Burma oil pipeline. The United Arab Emirates has also built roads 
and hotels to supplement Rakhine State’s booming oil industry, and 
in 2014, Qatar began transporting methane to China via Myanmar, 
further emphasizing the critical role of Burma in connecting China 
and the Arab Gulf states. Although Saudi Arabia has maintained its 
support for the Rohingya, other Gulf Cooperation Council members, 
such as Qatar, appear willing to ignore the situation altogether if it 

https://www.fairobserver.com/region/asia_pacific/saudi-arabia-myanmar-burma-rohingya-human-rights-ethnic-cleansing-world-news-34043/
https://www.fairobserver.com/author/Daniel%20Wagner
https://www.fairobserver.com/author/Jesse%20Schatz
https://www.fairobserver.com/author/Daniel%20Wagner
https://www.fairobserver.com/author/Jesse%20Schatz
https://www.fairobserver.com/region/asia_pacific/aung-san-suu-kyi-bbc-interview-rohingya-abuses-myanmar-southeast-asia-news-64954/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-idUSKBN1450Y7
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-idUSKBN1450Y7
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/burma
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/aung-san-suu-kyi-denies-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya-170406081723698.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-japan-idUSKBN12Y0B0
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/oct/12/burma-muslims-rohingya-saudi-prisons
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf/2017/01/25/Over-190-000-Myanmar-nationals-granted-Saudi-residency.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/west-gulf-complicity-oil-fuelled-genocide-myanmar-s-rohingya-1741750760
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counteracts their wider regional strategy — particularly if doing so 
creates tension with China. 

The Burmese government is unlikely to reverse its position on the 
Rohingya in the future — with or without Suu Kyi at the helm. By the 
same token, Saudi Arabia’s support for the Rohingya may well 
continue, to the extent that it does not jeopardize the kingdom’s 
business, commercial and investment interests in Myanmar, 
particularly at a time when officials in Riyadh are increasingly 
focused on securing greater cooperation from members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for advancing 
Saudi Arabia’s ambitious Vision 2030. 

Can Saudi Arabia have its cake and it eat too by strengthening 
Riyadh’s ties with Beijing via their mutual interests in Myanmar, while 
having the luxury of maintaining the kingdom’s continued support for 
a repressed Muslim minority group? 

The tangled web Saudi Arabia has weaved will in all likelihood 
become more complicated, yet the kingdom’s support for the 
Rohingya should be expected to continue for some time, given Saudi 
Arabia’s clearly demonstrated view that throwing its weight behind 
this Muslim minority group in Myanmar yields more net benefits than 
disadvantages in the forum of global public opinion. 

 

 

                                                                    Kaladan News 

  
Tropical diseases spread in Maugndaw south 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 19 April 2017 

  

Tropical diseases such as skin diseases, chickenpox, fever, cough and vomiting have recently spread among the people in Maungdaw south, Fir 

Ahamed, a local villager from Maugdaw said. 
  

 

Village Admin Officer collects money from the villagers 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 19 April 2017 

  

Syed Alam – the Kan Hpoo (Khonzabill) village admin officer under the Aley Than Kyaw village tract- is recently collecting money Kyat 500 per 

family for family photos, which had been photographed by the concerned authorities in 2016, Mohin, a social worker from Maungdaw south. 

  

 

Fire destroys 12 shops in Maungdaw north 

  
Category: April 2017,Written by Kaladan News ,Published: 19 April 2017 

  

An outbreak of fire caused by the sparks of a cigarette destroyed 12 shops in junction market of Zin Paing Nyar village, Maungdaw north on April 

16, a villager Rshed from the locality. 

 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2017/04/nikki-haleys-historic-debate-on-human-rights-left-a-small-impression/ 

INTER PRESS SERVICE 

Nikki Haley’s ‘Historic’ Debate on Human Rights Left a Small Impression 

By Dulcie Leimbach Reprint |     

Nikki Haley, the American ambassador to the UN, with Liu Jieyi, 
China’s ambassador, before the April 18 Security Council meeting 
focused solely on human rights. Credit: Rick Bajornas /UN Photo 

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 19 2017 (IPS) - Nikki Haley, the United 
States ambassador to the United Nations, presided over what she 
was determined to sell as “an historic meeting exclusively on human 
rights” in the UN Security Council. But her brief speech in the April 
18 meeting fell far short of introducing innovations to confront 
violations of human rights or prevent them in such places as Syria, 
Burundi and Myanmar. 
 

“If this Council fails to take human rights violations and abuses 
seriously, they can escalate into real threats to international peace 
and security,” Haley began. “The Security Council cannot continue to 
be silent when we see widespread violations of human rights. 

“Why would we tell ourselves that we will only deal with questions of 
peace and security, without addressing the factors that bring about 
the threats in the first place?” 

http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=3f31a55457&e=6feff5d687
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http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=80ca40d812&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=ad4abb2624&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=18a12a1f4f&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=1b0ca08bd7&e=6feff5d687
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The debate, ponderously titled “Maintenance of international peace 
and security: human rights and prevention of armed conflict,” gave 
an “opportunity to reflect on the way the Security Council directly 
addresses human rights issues in its work,” according to a concept 
note from the US mission to the UN. 

The afternoon meeting among the Council’s 15 permanent and 
elected members turned political in no time. Ukraine referred to a 
“human-rights phobia” in the UN and blasted away at Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea; Uruguay said it was the responsibility of 
governments to protect its citizens’ human rights as well as people 
“in transit.” A low-level Russian diplomat rejected the whole notion of 
the Council concentrating on human rights in its forum. 

Yet what shone through the two-hour meeting was not Haley’s 
remarks but the consistent messages of other Council members, 
who commended the UN Human Rights Council and the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights as indispensable partners with the 
Security Council. France, for example, said it was very “attached” to 
the Human Rights Council. Britain was effusive. 

“Two institutions of the United Nations are particularly vital to 
delivering this joined up approach to human rights,” said Matthew 
Rycroft, the British ambassador to the UN. “First, the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and his Office provide invaluable 
support to UN peace operations.” Second, he added, is the Human 
Rights Council. 

Rights experts had hinted that Haley’s session on human rights was 
an attempt to undermine the UN Human Rights Council, which is 
based in Geneva. She has pointed to the Council as “corrupt” and 
said she planned to visit it in June to whip it into shape. 

António Guterres, the UN secretary-general, reinforced the primary 
role of the UN human-rights monitoring bodies. He said that “close 
cooperation between the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and all relevant United Nations 
bodies, including the Security Council, enhances general awareness 
of potential crisis situations, and our collective ability to address 
them.” 

Guterres described the Security Council’s own “decisive action” on 
human rights, citing the establishment of the international criminal 
tribunals for Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia and elsewhere as well 
as the Council’s referral of atrocity cases to the International 
Criminal Court in The Hague. 

As a matter of course, human-rights abuses are raised often by 
Council members as an early warning — or “prevention” — method. 

As if stuck on a sales pitch, the US emphasized in the weeks before 
the meeting that it was holding the first exclusive session in the 
Council on human rights. But that is debatable, say some rights 
experts, since the topic has been written specifically into 15 
peacekeeping mission mandates, sanctions, investigations, 
resolutions, special-envoy responsibilities and other matters relevant 
to the Council. 

Even Haley acknowledged these tools of the Council, admitting their 
relevance and value. 

Haley’s office fudged how well the Council accepted the purpose of 
the debate, saying that “through negotiations the United States 
convinced all 15 Council members to agree to put the meeting on 
the POW” – program of work. But the meeting was technically 
positioned under the international peace and security umbrella and 
not listed as an agenda item, a threshold that some council 
members refused to cross. 

The US concept note for the meeting posed five questions to Council 
members to consider when they came to the session, as if they were 
being asked to write a high-school essay. The first question read, 
“What types of measures should the Security Council take to 
respond to serious human rights violations and abuses?” (The US 
did not appear to answer that.) 

Kenneth Roth, the executive director of Human Rights Watch, 
tweeted in the lead-up to the meeting, is the “human rights 
discussion serious?” He added: “Are particular countries named? Do 
they include allies?” 

In the Council’s early decades, human rights rarely crept into its 
deliberations because of Article 2, paragraph 7 of the UN Charter, 
which said, “Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize 
the United Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially 
within the domestic jurisdiction of any state. . . . ” 

Sensitive political realities kept the topic from going too deep when it 
did arise, according to “The Procedure of the UN Security Council,” 
a reference book by Loraine Sievers and Sam Daws. When a 
Council member wanted to raise a human-rights issue in a certain 
country — not unusual throughout the Cold War — ambassadors 
needed to show that the abuses could ripple outside the country. 

Famously, the topic of Myanmar (Burma) was brought up in 2006 
when the US representative and other Council members voiced 
concerns over the deteriorating situation in that country. They noted 
that Myanmar’s outflow of refugees and illegal drugs as well as 
contagious diseases could destabilize the region, the Sievers-Daws 
book said. But China objected to putting Myanmar on the Council’s 
agenda, denying its problems presented an international threat. 

Nevertheless, the Council has not avoided taking on high-profile 
rights-abuse cases. The rise in abuses in Burundi last year prompted 
the Council to call on the government to cooperate with UN human-
rights monitors — or else. And a UN commission of inquiry on North 
Korea declared the regime responsible for crimes against humanity, 
with the Council elevating the matter to its regular agenda. 

In Burundi, the UN’s top human-rights official, Zeid Ra’ad al-
Hussein, said on April 18 that he was alarmed by what appeared to 
be a “widespread pattern” of rallies in Burundi in which members of a 
pro-government youth militia chant a call to “impregnate” or kill 
opponents. Burundi has been seized on and off by violence since its 
president, Pierre Nkurunziza, won a disputed third term in 2015. 

 

http://www.pressreleaserocket.net/screams-of-burnt-alive-rohingya-children-echoed-a-decisive-call-to-the-collective-conscience-of-the-world-a-litmus-test-for-the-humanity-as-a-whole/ 

 

Screams of Burnt-alive Rohingya Children Echoed – A Decisive Call to the Collective 
Conscience of the World – A ‘Litmus Test’ for the Humanity – as a ‘Whole’! 

 
By PR Rocket on April 19, 2017 
 
Rohingyas’ desperate children are on their knees before the collective conscience of the world – the UN, the governments and the entire 
humanity—‘begging-for-their-lives’—They’re not, but like our own kids! 

“And, if by now we fail, therefore, to respond at this vulnerable hour, or if the global community continues to shy away from taking a 
‘moral stand’, then, there can be no more justifiable reason for the pursuit of a humane society…!”—beseeches SAIRI Multiversity’s P.I. 
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By: M. S. Salawal Salah, SAARC-ASEAN Academic Correspondent, New Zealand 

The over-arching review-critique of the content within, certainly 
extends well beyond the addressee – Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi 
– as the SAIRI’s open letter to Daw Suu Kyi re-echoes the very 
‘screams of burnt-alive Rohingya children’. Nonetheless addressed to 
the State Counselor of Myanmar, the screeched cries of these restless 
beings, definitely do opt to ask the same to the rest of humanity in a 
parallel way. It has something to speak to all of us equally as well as 
to plea before the collective conscience of the world! 

“How many thousands of innocent children need more to be burnt 
‘alive’ – ruthlessly slaughtered – smashed and beleaguered in the 
streets—to be termed as ‘ethnic cleansing’….? How many villages are 
required more to be burnt down to earth—for ‘genocide’ to be 
characterized….? How many women are needed more to be mass-
raped by the Burmese army officials—to be described as ‘systematic 
persecution’….? How many of the toddlers and the disabled are still 
sought after, – to be either put to structured arsons, or to be sold and 
enslaved as ‘dying-alive sex slaves’ or starved to death, if not 
murdered by the bullets or sold-out to ‘Thai brothels’ – how numerous 
it has to recur and persist——to categorize all this as ‘racial 
extermination’….?” 

Visit: http://sairi.org/ 

Just to have some instant glimpses of the least surface-sights of what 
is happening in Rakine region, please do refer to the following: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/MM/FlashReport3Feb20
17.pdf 

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/04/13/523418664/ngo-
myanmar-forces-set-out-to-systematically-rape-rohingya-women-
and-girls 

Quite regretfully, after the recent remarks of Myanmar’s de facto 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi on usage of the word ‘ethnic cleansing’ – 
with the very tapering annotational comment as: “ethnic cleansing is 
too strong a term to describe what is happening in Rakhine” – a 
rational ‘being’ has to contemplate again and again after having 
known the very comments that leave every sane mind simply blank – 
left with no option to reason anymore! 

Visit: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39507350 

Viewed academically, or put simply, – one has to think and rethink; 
over and over again; painfully and plentifully that: 

“How many kids are still awaited to be dealt with as ‘farm-animals’– 
being mercilessly thrusted, kicked and prodded as waste-ruggers – 
being treated as ‘dogs and puppies’ horrendously and dreadfully 
looking at their mothers’ faces, being inhumanely tortured, raped and 
in front of their eyes – viewing the security forces to slit their parents’ 
throats amidst slaughtering ruthlessly – their bodies being thrashed 
and ruined in the streets – their fathers’ heads being smashed and 
beleaguered on the roads— also, at instances, forced to drink their 
own urine for survival…!— And, still besides all, something ‘over-n-
above’ is presumed to be happened to categorize all this as ‘ethnic 
cleansing’, ‘genocidal persecution’ or ‘systematic racial 
extermination’….? 

“How many instances need more to be waged and circumferenced 
behind the mask of ‘clearance operations’, Madam, where these long-
deprived, ruined, and destitute insolvents would be forced again to 
drink their own urine to survive — and then the usage of ‘de-
humanization’ can be justified as per the very parameters acceptable 
before the mighty-self of a ‘State Counselor, who, notably, at the same 
time is a celebrated iconic ‘Nobel Peace Laureate’ as well…? 

Visit: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/myanmar-
muslim-migrants-abandoned-at-sea-drinking-their-own-urine-to-
survive-after-thailand-refuses-10249854.html 

“Finally, can I dare to ask, with utmost regrets and apology Madam 
Daw Suu Kyi, by knocking at the door of your innate cores of 
conscience, if they exist to be there at all, that: “How many sequential 
chains of state backed nexus-ignited horror outbreaks consisting of 
the merciless forms and formats of ‘human onslaughts’ still remain 
necessary to fulfill the requirements to achieve a consensus — upon 
the usage of such ‘strong terms’ for all what is happening in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine…?”, deplores uprightly and quite conscience 
prickingly Professor Qadhi Aurangzeb Hafi, in his open letter to the 
Burmese de-facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

“These are the thorny questions that arose from  Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s recent maladroit and clumsy statement, as she has reportedly 
conveyed so blatantly and quite unashamedly, in such an iterant and 
vagrant manner that becomess sad as well as strange – not only on 
her own part, but also fetching a far-embarrassing mark on the entire 
‘Nobel Laureateship Community’ so far…!”, censures uprightly the 
SAIRI’s multi-disciplinary P.I. for Asian region, Professor Qadhi 
Aurangzeb Al Hafi of Pakistan, who currently serves as the UN SDGs 
oversight assessor of SAIRI Postdoctoral Multiversity for the United 
Nations SDGs Studies in SAARC-ASEAN regions. 

For the original draft of the open letter in its entirety, please refer 
to sairi.org. 

The Content Impressions of the Open Letter to Daw Suu Kyi: 

The eye-opening contents of the letter that speak for themselves have 
been specified, demonstrated and voiced uprightly and quite 
conscience prickingly by the SAIRI’s multi-disciplinary P.I. for the 
United Nations SDGs Studies, Professor Qadhi Aurangzeb Al Hafi of 
Pakistan, in an open letter to the Burmese de-facto leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 

The open letter, being aired on 04-13-2017, up to now, is about to 
reach a sum of over 500 signatures of high profiled academicians from 
reputed universities across the SAARC – ASEAN regions, and is set 
to be brought forth, throughout  Asian academic ivories, in the next 
phase. 

Under the patronage of Justice (R) Dr. S. S. Paru (L. L. D) of 
Indonesia,  SAARC-ASEAN Postdoctoral Academia’s postdocs are 
envisioned to bring the issue to a more considerate level. The 
thematic moderator for normative dominion-orbs in Asian region, Dr. 
M. Akram Chaudhry is expected to extend the open-letter along with 
the SAIRI’s supplication-plea to the regional academic hemispheres, 
as well as those of the Middle East. 

The United Nations’ Documented Appalling Indexes:  

Evidence-based harrowing occurrence-indexes have been 
documented by the UN in a recent report referring to the satellite 
images, testimonies and evidential corroborations that altogether 
substantiate and endorse the above mentioned appalling accounts of 
ruthlessness and unprecedented inhumaneness, which has been 
evidently manifested by the Burmese army and the ‘state-structured 
nexus’ to carry out the sequential chains of mass riots and mob 
violence. The UN report speaks much more than one can imagine, 
and unveils the severity of the ‘nature of the violence’, which cannot 
be, literally thought of, otherwise. 

This violence of a nature of its own, then turns to the large-scale 
massacres based upon the ‘calculated policy of terror’ on a previously 
horror-struck ethnic minority that is rendered stateless everywhere – 
caught in a ‘can’t-live–can’t-leave’ situation for decades-long time-
frames – enough conceivably, rendered as the most persecuted 
minority upon our earth! 

The Current State of Affairs & The Clumsy Attempt: 

It remains worth-noting here, that these stunning remarks of Burmese 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, which have astounded, enough shockingly, 
the sane minds throughout the world – have just arose out – 
immediately amidst the juncture of the state- of-affairs, when the UN 
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has recently adopted a resolution by consensus, and set to urgently 
dispatch a fact finding mission to inquire into the accounts that are 
plausibly amounting to ‘crimes against humanity’ – and at this point 
the observable rebuffing to cooperate and abide by the UN resolution 
coupled with the fact-twisting remarks, quite obviously means for what 
it could be meant for, and not needs to be further elaborated. 

‘Brand-shaping’ of The Pretexts & Twisting of The Facts: 

There remain always the options, almost in every circumstantiality, to 
‘brand-shape’ certain ‘public actions’ and ‘state reactions’ or 
reversely; – as per the ‘schema’ that may suit and best serve the 
whole, or parts of the enormous outlines of the ‘grand-intents’ of the 
state actors behind, notes Professor Qadhi A Z Al Hafi as a cautioning 
remark indication, in the prologue-annotation of the ‘Methodical 
Overview of the Recent Conspiratorial Tendencies’. 

The same conspiracy proposition, as indicated and cautioned, is 
getting almost 100% proved and materialized to be ‘just’ true – at its 
utmost – as it can ever be – in the case of the grand ‘intelligent-
designs’ laid by the ‘Burmese Government-actors’, who with the help 
of its armed forces, the riot groups and other essential constituents of 
the ‘nexus’ terrains along the ever-extending military controlled stadia, 
have used to use the ‘brand-shaping’ tactics – for serving the 
purposes beneath; frequently ‘twisting-the-facts’ and ‘changing-the-
pretexts’ – the ‘bi-faceted’ policy-stratagem that Burmese 
establishments have deployed, in successions, for decades. This bi-
faceted policy-stratagem has proved to best serve the ‘trans-
coverings’ and ‘brand-shapings’ of the ground realities and the 
existing factualities, as well as in the frequent changing of the pretexts 
that have exclusively been ‘formed-up’ for an on-going ‘human 
slaughtering’ of the Rohingya minority. The state-structured nexus 
and other actors follow the very schema-designs of calculated and 
pre-mapped serialization of ever-escalating ‘sequential massacres’ – 
consisting upon inhumanely burning alive the children and the 
disabled, mass rapes and ruthless modus-layouts of harrowing arson 
in the whole towns of the Rohingya. The unprecedented brutality 
being carried out in Myanmar’s Rakhine, evidently and markedly 
bears the essential hallmarks of an entirely ‘systematic ethnic 
cleansing’ and ‘inhumane genocidal persecution’ of Rohingyas. 

Significance of the UN’ Recent Resolution & The World’s 
Responsibility: 

Cautious Vigilance Required for the UN’s Arduous, yet Forthright 
Track-route adoption to Avert Rohingyas from On-going 
Genocidal Clampdown—Myanmar Likely to Employ Delay-
tactics – Set to Put UN Resolution into a Measured ‘Silence-
Zone’—Warns SAIRI 

International Community’s Silently ‘Standing-Aside’ Approach 
Categorically Risks Sloping-down the UN’s Hard-gainedAdvances in 
the On-going ‘Planetary Despondent Tragedy’ of Rohingyas’  Ethnic 
Cleansing 

The recent UN’s Human Rights Resolution adopted by consensus in 
Geneva at the HR session concluded on 24th of Feb. 2017, which calls 
urgently dispatch a fact-finding mission in order to probe the alleged 
abuses of human rights against Rohingyas, now stands not only for a 
UN adopted resolution, but it has far extended from the boundaries 
where it could be confined or perceived to be dealt-with as a mere 
UN-resolution, but literally, it has opted to stand out for symbolizing all 
of the integral, fundamental and imperative dominion protectorates of 
‘humaneness’ – if it is to reside over here, upon this earth – at its least 
realms. This resolution stands for re-echoing the screams of ‘Dying-
Alive’ poor Rohingya children. The historic echoing of these screams 
was voiced by the SAIRI’s P.I.   

Now, the rest of the world in a humanistic discourse, and the humanity 
itself, has exactly approached the cross-roads, where we’ve been left 
with no option like staying silent alongside the crucial most turning-
point faced by the human-uprightness enterprise. This turning-point 
along the cross roads has precisely converted to a ‘litmus test’ for not 
only the governments, the political hierarchies or the establishments, 
but for every single individual, every NGO and every single 
‘conscience entity’, who believes in the word ‘humanity’ or has ever 
held faith in ‘humaneness’—since, it is not, by now the matter of 
choice between Burmese army and the ‘burnt-alive Rohingya children’ 

but it is clearly the avenue where the ‘inhumaneness’ and 
‘humaneness’ are in a front-to-front situation of a precarious battlefield 
at a critical most juncture of human history – the moralistic stand-point 
veracity – as well as the United Nations’ times-accounts of institutional 
integrity. 

Now, we’ve to stand up to raise the voice for those who can’t raise the 
voice for themselves! 

SAIRI Documented ‘Mess-predicaments’ of Rohingya Children: 

During the previous years, SAIRI has voiced grave concerns over the 
appalling conditions, particularly those faced by Rohingya children. 

A shocking documentation of the horror-struck state-of-affairs, 
ascendingly arose a significant response in international ivories, on 
the issue of the Rohingya Children’s ‘Mess-predicament’. The 
academically upright document titled ‘SAIRI Situation Report on 
Rhohingya Children’s Ongoing Crisis’, was primed by SAIRI Post-doc 
Multiversity. The ‘investigatory document’ was formally submitted 
through Dr. Belinda E Huang, Executive Director at that time, at the 
National Postdoctoral Headquarters based in Washington DC. 

SAIRI, to its part, “brought forth some of the alarming and perilous 
‘information-specifics’ about hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
children, who are being horrendously treated, brutally enslaved and 
inhumanely besieged… It has not only opened the eyes and pricked 
the minds within the academic segments, the UN and the socio-
political ivories, but also served as ‘a mirror to the blind’ at large, in 
humanistic and moral realms!” opines Justice(R) S.S. Paru L.L.D., 
Chancellor Emeritus of SAARC-ASEAN Post-doc Academia. 

The SAIRI document’s striking diction and mind-pricking phraseology 
became echoed at the UN floor, that quite meaningfully shaked that 
world’s conscience as it read: 

“The testimonial document of SAIRI, now calls on UN and the trans-
regional hierarchies in particular, and the global community in general, 
to take a ‘moral stand’ by mounting an urgent rejoinder to the most 
‘vulnerable hour’ of this humanitarian emergency.” 

The Supplication-Plea to the International Community: 

“By means of the present account-testimony, I, the SAIRI’s principal 
investigator, hereby beg and supplicate to the global community that: 

Should we, the humans with a ‘humane heart’ within, the 
academicians with a ‘rational mind’ within, the observers with an 
‘observing eye’ within, and the average people from every walk of the 
life having the least ‘sense of morality’ within, now stand-up together 
for the sake of re-echoing the screams of ‘dying-alive’ poor Rohingyas 
and their children, in order to prick the collective conscience of the 
world, as well as ours own – being physically far and scattered but 
sentimentally nearby and altogether – as a humanitarian assembly – 
jointly and equally voicing: 

“These longsuffering ‘stateless’ and ‘restless’ entities—the Rohingyas 
and their desperate children—are on their knees before the collective 
conscience of the world—the international community—the UN, the 
governments and the entire humanity.” 

“These glimmering flowers are being reduced and converted to dusky 
coffins, floating on the Andaman Sea, or being dumped to the land 
beside the squalid camps.” 

“The world has become a global village; we are all inhabitants of the 
same planet to which they belong, and—where alongside, they are 
being oppressed, thrashed, beleaguered and de-humanized—their 
homes being burned down—their heads being smashed on roads—
their bodies being ruined and crumpled in streets—their small children 
being enslaved—their women being made sex-slaves—and, due to 
the inaccessibility to food and water they are forced to drink their own 
urine to survive…!!!” 
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“They are like us all—their lives are as precious as our lives—their 
small babies are as our own small kids—the children that are now on 
their knees ‘begging-for-their-lives’ are not, but like ours…!!!” 

“And, if by now, we fail, therefore, to respond at this vulnerable hour, 
or if the global community continues to shy away from taking a ‘moral 
stand’, then, there can be no more justifiable reason for the pursuit of 
a humane society or for persisting and sticking to even the least 
realms of humaneness!” pleads Qadhi Aurangzeb Al Hafi. 

“We have to strive for a ‘principal resolve’ of the ‘Rohingya Children 
Crisis’ as a ‘Moral Imperative’—if not a legal requisite..!” urges and 
presages categorically SAIRI’s situation report on ‘Rohingya Children 
De-humanizing Crack-down’. 

Sincerely, 

A humble servant of the ‘humanity-in-suffering’ anywhere! 

Abu-Mishkath Professor Qadhi Aurangzeb Al Hafi 

Principal Investigator: SAIRI Postdoc Multiversity. 

Signatories: 

Justice (R) Dr. S. S. Paru (L.L.D., D.Litt.) 

Chancellor Emeritus : SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia. 

Prof. Dr. Zafar Saied (Ph.D., D.Sc.) 

Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Former Vice Chancellor: University of Karachi. 

Prof. Dr. M. Akram Chaudhry (Ph. D.) 

Thematic Moderator& Oversight Officer: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc 
Academia 

Former Vice Chancellor: University of Sargodha. 

Dr. E. M. Nawaratne(Ph. D.) 

Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

J. Salik 

Former Minister of Minorities, Govt. of Pakistan 

Dr. Faiser N. M. (Ph. D.) 

Senior Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Prof. Dr. Lakshman Madurasinghe (Ph. D.) 

Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Prof. Dr. Umar Farooq  (Ph. D.) 

Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Former Vice Chancellor: Dow University of Health Sciences. 

Dr. Khalida M Khan (Ph. D.) 

Thematic Moderator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Former UNESCO Chair at University of the Punjab 

Dr. Bareera N. B. 

Liaison Mediator: SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 

Lt. Col.(R) Azhar Saleem 

Coordinating Officer:SAARC-ASEAN Postdoc Academia 
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Rights groups call for release of Myanmar political prisoners 

Thursday 20 April 2017 at 12:08 PM ET by Aaron Christenson 

 
©  WikiMedia (racoles) 

[JURIST] Advocacy groups from around the world signed a joint 
statement [PDF] on Thursday that called for the release of all 

political prisoners in Myanmar. The release of the petition aligned 
with the third anniversary of U Win Tin's death, a political prisoner in 
Myanmar for close to 20 years. The 22 rights groups that signed the 
petition stated their goal is to create a mechanism in Myanmar that 
will review the detentions of prisoners and free those who have 
been, "deprived of their liberty simply for the peaceful exercise of 
their human rights or as a result of unfair, politically motivated trials." 
The petition argued that the Myanmar Scrutinizing Committee into 
the Prisoners of Conscience Affairs Committee, created in 2015 to 
review detentions, has disregarded its mission, refused to publish its 
guidelines and has never met as a 28-member body. 

Myanmar has seen its human rights record closely monitored since 
2015 when a cease-fire agreement [JURIST report] was signed 
by President Thein Sein [BBC profile]. The agreement established 
an uneasy peace between the government and various rebel groups. 
In March the UN urged [JURIST report] Myanmar to investigate 
alleged rights violations against the Rohingya Muslim population 
committed in Myanmar. In April 2016 the nation released [JURIST 
report] 69 students who had been held for more than a year without 
trial because of protests asking for more academic freedom. 
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COCONUTS YANGON 

WILL TELENOR STAND WITH THE ROHINGYA? ACTIVISTS AWAIT AN ANSWER 

By Coconuts Yangon Apr. 24, 2017 
Norwegian telecom company Telenor has experienced a surge in 
the popularity of its Twitter hashtag in recent days, but not because 
of any new company initiative or PR strategy. 

#WeAreAllRohinygaNow, a campaign by independent activists 
working to end the oppression of “the world’s most persecuted 
minority”, has been reaching out to Telenor via social media, urging 
the company to take a stand for the Rohingya. 

Over the past few years, Telenor has invested $1.5 billion in 
Myanmar and plans to invest more. It already has 17 million 
subscribers to its telephone network and 85,000 points of sale 
across Myanmar, with plans for further growth. Telenor has a taken 
strong stance on ethical matters and sustainability. It has declared 
2017 to be a year in which they will focus on theUN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal number 10, that of “Reduced Inequalities”. 

“We began this campaign by reaching out to Unilever CEO Paul 
Polman and we received a positive response,” says Jamila Hanan, 
director of the campaign. “When we saw that Telenor had taken a 
progressive position on social responsibility, like Unilever, we 
realized that this is an opportunity to encourage them also take a 
lead in standing against the ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya. We 
are asking them to publicly support the United Nations 
recommendations, including the restoration of Rohingya citizenship, 
and to raise these issues with the Myanmar government.” 

The Rohingya community was victim to a military ‘clearance 
operation’ between October 2016 and February 2017, which saw 
thousands of homes burnt, tens of thousands of people displaced, 

an estimated 1,000 people killed including babies and the elderly, 
hundreds of women raped and approximately 500 Rohingya men 
and boys arbitrarily arrested. The UN special rapporteur for 
Myanmar has stated that crimes against humanity took place, and a 
UN team documented many horrific personal testimonies of the 
attacks in a Flash Report that makes for grim reading. 

The current situation for the Rohingya is understood to be calmer at 
present, but members of the #WeAreAllRohingyaNowcampaign say 
that if citizenship is not granted to the Rohingya, the persecution will 
continue and further attacks are anticipated. They say it is therefore 
imperative that the international community acts now to ensure that 
the situation does not deteriorate any further, and multinational 
corporations have an essential role to fulfill in bringing about change. 

Hanan said that prior to launching the Telenor outreach campaign 
she emailed their CEO Sigve Brekke to give him an opportunity to 
work with the activists. 

“We did the same with Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever, who 
immediately replied. Mr. Brekke has yet to respond, and we have 
noticed greater hesitation on the part of some Telenor executives to 
interact with the campaign,” Hanan explains. “They need to know 
that we are not here to cause them problems. The fact is, 
condemning genocide is not controversial, quite the opposite. We 
see it this as an opportunity for Telenor to join Unilever in taking a 
lead on this issue. No company that cares about its reputation as a 
socially responsible business can afford to be silent on this matter; 
people all across the region care deeply about the oppression of the 
Rohingya, and taking a moral stand against ethnic cleansing is going 
to be vital to any company’s success in that area.” 
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Ujjal Dosanjh: Justin Trudeau must speak up for persecuted Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar 
 
by Ujjal Dosanjh on April 24th, 2017 at 6:56 AM 

Ujjal Dosanjh as he appeared on the cover of his memoir, Journey 
After Midnight: India, Canada and the Road Beyond. 

If one asked about the violent hot spots in the world, even a 
reasonably well informed Canadian would usually think of the Middle 
East and Africa. Very few would mention Burma, now officially 
known as Mayanmar, as a serious concern despite there being a 
large scale ethnic cleansing underway. 

It's occurring with the implicit acquiescence, if not explicit sanction, 
of the government. That is because the apparent genocide 
underway there is not receiving the attention it deserves. 

After several decades of brutal military dictatorship, there were 
democratic elections in 2015. Aung San Suu Kyi's National League 
for Democracy won the vast majority of seats in parliament. 

But the 1.3-million Muslim minority Rohingyas in a country of 50 
million Buddhists could be forgiven for believing that Mayanmar's 
murderous military junta was still in charge, because there has been 
no let-up in their violent persecution. Rohingyas were mercilessly 
butchered during the military rule. Under Suu Kyi's rule, with 
government usually looking the other way, the Rohingya 
people continue to be massacred by the majority Buddhists, often 
led by Buddhist Monks. 

The world famous former political prisoner, a Nobel Laureate and the 
democratically elected leader of Mayanmar, Suu Kyi has 
been conspicuously silent on the systematic killings of Rohingyas. 
Once a beloved icon of millions from all over the world for steadfastly 
resisting the brutal military dictatorship that ruled her country for 
many years, she is now being criticized by the likes of Dalai Lama 
for her uncharacteristic silence about the beleaguered minority.

Myanmar political leader and Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi has maintained a stony silence over what 
appears to be ethnic cleansing in the western part of her country. Htoo Tay Zar 
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The persecution of the Rohingyas continues unabated. And Suu Kyi 
has spoken only to make excuses for her grim silence on the terrible 
civil war underway in her country where the Rohingya people have 
no right to legal citizenship or recourse to any legal protections 
against the continuing violence. 

Entire Rohingya villages have been destroyed. Fleeing the violence 
in Mayanmar, thousands of Rohingyas have taken refuge in 
neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh, Indonesia, and 
Thailand; thousands more have died fleeing, many drowning in 
overcrowded boats. 

Suu Kyi's defenders argue that the constitution gives the military 
control over ministries such as defence and home affairs. That is 
offered as an explanation for her evident unwillingness to control or 
criticize the continuing brutality of the military and the Buddhists 
against the Rohingya. But Suu Kyi is not as powerless or voiceless 
as she wants international observers to believe. After all, she did 
fight for democracy in the country and she did so employing the 
language of equality, freedom, and human rights. 

She is a powerful national and world figure that can, if she chooses 
to, raise her voice against the atrocities the Rohingyas suffer in 
Mayanmar. But in the face of extreme violence against the Rohingya 
minority at the hands of more than 50 million Buddhists, she has 
turned a mute spectator to what looks more and more like genocide. 

BBC's Fergal Keane and Al Jazeera's Mehdi Hasan have called 
what is happening to the Rohingyas "ethnic cleansing". 

In a recent interview with Suu Kyi, Keane told her "that having 
covered many conflicts I thought that what I'd seen in Rakhine state 
amounted to ethnic cleansing", but she refused to budge from her 
deliberate silence. 

She refused to accept the ugly truth of genocide occurring under her 
watch, in the very country that she had fought so hard to liberate 
from the brutal military junta. 

Keane has compared the plight of the Rohingyas to what he had 
seen elsewhere, saying that "one of the most powerful memories I 
have of ethnic intolerance—and this is after reporting on Rwanda 
and atrocities in the Balkans—is seeing the plight of the Rohingya 
penned into a ghetto in Sitwwe, the capital of Rakhine, and listening 
to the toxic rhetoric of Buddhist monks near a burned out Muslim 
village". 

Suu Kyi's response to Rohingyas' tragic situation has been totally 
disappointing. After a long and glorious struggle for freedom and 
democracy for the Myanmar people, she has turned into an apologist 
for the ethnic cleansing of an entire minority. 

 
Fergal Keane's recent interview on the BBC with Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Even more disappointing has been the reaction, rather the 
nonreaction, of western leaders who had once hailed her as an 
apostle of freedom, democracy, and human rights. 

While one doesn't expect much from the gong show that is Trump 
presidency, one would have expected more than mere silence from 
Canada's Justin Trudeau, Germany's Amgela Merkel, Britain's 
Theresa May, and France's François Hollande. 

Trudeau had promised to be different and more engaged than his 
predecessor on the world stage. In many respects he has lived up to 
that promise. 

It was disappointing, though, to hear his hasty endorsement of 
Donald Trump's dictum of regime change in Syria despite the 
horrible consequences of the same in Iraq and Libya for which the 
two countries and the west continue to pay a heavy price. 

It has been disheartening to witness Trudeau's complete and utter 
silence on the violently persecuted, threatened, and frightened 
Rohingyas. 

Canada's recent honouring of the Nobel Laureate Malala Yousafzai 
with Canadian citizenship reminded us that she joined five previous 
honourees, including Suu Kyi and the Dalai Lama. The Dalai Lama 
has already told Suu Kyi of her "moral duty...to speak more openly" 
on the plight of the Rohingyas and "to work to reduce the tension" 
between them and the Buddhist majority in Mayanmar. 

As prime minister of Canada and as a Canadian citizen, Trudeau 
should follow the honorary Canadian Dalai Lama's example and ask 
the honorary Canadian, Suu Kyi, to stand up and be counted for the 
besieged Rohingyas of her own country. 

That would send a strong message that Canada takes its honorary 
citizenships very seriously; and that it expects, as it must, even our 
honorary citizens to stand strong for peace and diversity, no matter 
what the consequences. 

Ujjal Dosanjh is a former NDP premier of British Columbia and a 
former federal Liberal health minister. He represented Vancouver-
Kensington in the B.C. legislature from 1991 to 2001 and 
represented Vancouver South in Parliament from 2004 to 2011. He's 
also the author of Journey Afer Midnight: India, Canada, and the 
Road Beyond. This column initially appeared on his blog. 
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China's special envoy for Asia Guoxiang in Dhaka 

Published: 2017-04-24 23:03:39.0 BdST Updated: 2017-04-24 23:27:00.0 BdS 

China's special envoy for Asian Affairs Sun Guoxiang 
has arrived in Dhaka on a three-day visit to, what a 
foreign ministry official says, discuss the Myanmar 
crisis. 

He arrived in Dhaka on Monday and would leave on Thursday, a 
spokesperson at the Chinese embassy in Dhaka confirmed 
tobdnews24.com. 

During the stay, Ambassador Guoxiang will meet the foreign 
ministry’s director generals for UN and Southeast Asia wing. He will 
also call on Foreign Secretary Md Shahidul Haque. 

Bangladesh has given shelter to hundreds of thousands of Myanmar 
nationals who have fled violence in the Rakhine state. 

However, China and Russia have vetoed a United Nations Security 
Council move to issue a statement expressing concern over the 
violence last month. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Journey-After-Midnight-Canada-Beyond/dp/1927958563
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-After-Midnight-Canada-Beyond/dp/1927958563
http://www.ujjaldosanjh.org/index.php/entry/mr-trudeau-beware-the-arrogance-of-power-can-befall-any-government
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/04/24/china-s-special-envoy-for-asia-guoxiang-in-dhaka
http://bdnews24.com/
http://bdnews24.com/
http://bdnews24.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFEEmdKbqBE&authuser=0


 

69 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/bangladesh-icrc-distributes-food-19000-displaced-myanmar-people 

 INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 

Bangladesh: ICRC distributes food to 19,000 displaced Myanmar people 

18 April 2017 
The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS), supported by the 
ICRC, has started distributing food assistance to more than 19,000 
people. These people from Myanmar's Rakhine state have been 
residing in host communities in Bangladesh since October 2016. 

 

The ten day distribution, in the rural villages, was launched on April 
10 in Teknaf area. 

The food ration should cover the needs of the families for one 
month. The assistance came following a joint needs assessment 
done by BDRCS and ICRC that indicated the dire food insecurity 
among the new arrivals from Myanmar. 

The BDRCS & ICRC have been responding to most urgent needs of 
the families from Rakhine since the beginning of the crisis. They 
provide health services in two major health complexes in Teknaf and 
Ukhia. There are also attempts to restore family links services. 
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Burma sending democracy icon Suu Kyi to Asean meet 

By: Christine O. Avendaño - @inquirerdotnet 
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 02:16 AM April 25, 2017 
 
 

 
Aung San Suu Kyi AP FILE PHOTO 

Burma (Myanmar) is sending Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi as head of its delegation to the 
summit of leaders of the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) in Manila this week. 

President Duterte, nearly 10 months into his presidency, is playing 
host to the Asean heads of state and government. 

The Asean summit comes to the Philippines at a time when the 
terrorist group Abu Sayyaf is trying to penetrate areas far from its 
strongholds in Basilan and Sulu provinces in the South. 

Combined forces 

Last week, the bandit group tried to seize hostages in Bohol 
province, in Central Visayas, where Asean meetings were held. 

Combined military and police forces attacked the bandits, wiping 
them out and capturing associates who tried to help them. 

Marciano Paynor Jr., director general of the Asean National 
Organizing Council, said on Monday that all Asean heads of state, 
except for the Burmese leader, had confirmed their attendance in the 
summit, which starts on Friday. 

Bilateral meetings 

“Traditionally [the Burmese head of state] does not attend 
multilateral meetings. So they always assign somebody … . But they 

have designated Aung San Suu Kyi as head of the delegation,” 
Paynor told reporters. 

This would also be an occasion for Mr. Duterte to hold bilateral 
meetings with other Asean leaders, Paynor said. 

He said Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam had requested bilateral 
meetings between their leaders and Mr. Duterte. 

The bilateral meetings will be on top of the meetings that Mr. Duterte 
have with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei and Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo, both of whom are making state visits to the 
Philippines during the Asean summit, Paynor said. 

Asked if there were Asean states that had expressed concerns 
about security in the country, Paynor answered in the negative. 

“They respect the decision of the host. They do not question,” he 
said. 

Paynor said the Asean meetings in Bohol “successfully” concluded 
on Friday. 

Briefings for Duterte 

He said Mr. Duterte had been preparing for the summit, receiving 
briefings on the issues to be discussed by the regional grouping. 

Mr. Duterte will be given a final briefing on Tuesday night, Paynor 
added. 

“One thing with the President, he absorbs very quickly. There are 
figuratively a hundred and one issues so no one is expected to have 
a mastery of all unless you are in these meetings every time so this 
is his first time, it’s expected that he does not know all the issues, 
but of the many issues, he has a fairly good grasp of these,” he said. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/bangladesh-icrc-distributes-food-19000-displaced-myanmar-people
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Goats and Soda 

 

Can You Still Have Hope When Life Seems Hopeless? 

April 23, 20177:00 AM ET 

Ashley Westermanr 

 
Some 2,000 Rohingya refugee families live in the Balukhali camp in southern Bangladesh, 
according to the camp's leader. Michael Sullivan/for NPR 

Can all hope be lost? 

I used to think not. 

I used to think that no matter how tough life gets for people, they 
always have hope to cling to – to get them through it. 

Then I met some Rohingya refugees on a trip to Bangladesh last 
month. Reporter Michael Sullivan and I were there to report on the 
latest wave of the Muslim minority group to flee over the border from 
Buddhist-majority Myanmar. 

We spoke with Rohingya living both inside and outside of the 
refugee camps that have taken root in southern Bangladesh. 
Working through interpreters, they told us the stories of how they'd 
fled from their homeland late last year during the latest Myanmar 
military crackdown against them. How their villages had been 
sacked and their homes burnt to the ground. How they'd faced a 
brutal military campaign of torture and mass rape. Tens of 
thousands of them had been displaced. 

After hearing these distressing accounts, I had wanted to know: 
Given all that they had been through, what were their hopes for the 
future? 

A Puzzling Question 

We asked about a dozen refugees. And I was shaken by their 
answers. 

I asked one woman, Shajada — a name she chose for herself to 
protect her identity and her family back in Myanmar — what she 
hoped for her future. She responded via the interpreter: "Do you 
mean in terms of food?" 

I tried to clarify and re-clarify the question through the interpreter. 
Shajada, who had suffered an injury to her legs and hips while 
fleeing the Myanmar army that's left her almost immobile, finally did 
answer: "I don't hope anything for me. I don't hope for me because I 
cannot even more from one place to another because if I move, I fall 
down." 

Another young woman, Roshida — also not her real name — flat-out 
didn't comprehend the question at first. 

"We do not understand," Roshida responded, speaking for herself 
and her cousins. After I asked the question a couple of different 
ways, Roshida did finally say that if she could eat and Myanmar was 
peaceful, she would go home and try to get married. 

That's an extraordinary hope for the future given what she'd been 
through. When the Myanmar military came to her village, Roshida 
was raped by four soldiers. In that part of the world having been 
raped can ruin a woman's prospects of finding a husband. 

I thought perhaps the question of hope was getting lost in 
translation, so I tried asking: "How do you still go on?" 

A woman who called herself Zubaida — again to protect her identity 
— answered by listing the things she needs to do to survive in the 
camp: sell rice, find a job, learn to speak Bangla (the Bangladeshi 
language). 

What Is Hope? 

These conversations made me wonder: What exactly is hope? 

"Hope is what we want to happen," says neuroscientist Dr. Tali 
Sharot, who directs the Affective Brain Lab at University College 
London and does research on optimism, emotion and decision 
making. 

Hope — and optimism — does not come from any particular part of 
the brain, she says. Instead, a person's ability to hope and be 
optimistic is part genetics and part experience. 

"So you can be born with a certain way of processing information 
that makes you more likely to be optimistic and you do learn from 
things that happen to you, you do learn from the world around you," 
says Sharot. 

In other words: a person's outlook on life comes from both their 
genetic predisposition and life experiences. If a person has many 
negative experiences, they may come to believe that negative things 
are always going to happen, she says. And that would be a reason 
for someone to just not feel positive anymore — to lose hope. 

This could explain why the Rohingya refugees we interviewed had 
difficulty talking about their future. For decades, the Rohingya have 
been terrorized and persecuted by the Myanmar military simply for 
being an ethnic and religious minority — something the military 
mostly denies. Hundreds of thousands have fled their homes in 
waves. It is estimated that some 500,000 Rohingya refugees live in 
Bangladesh alone. 

"I know that for many, many refugee populations like the Rohingya 
who've been living for years in situations of great uncertainty there's 
an erosion of hope," says Pindie Stephen, who works with 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to help refugees 
move out of camps. 
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Stephen, who worked with refugees for 12 years in Kenya, says it's 
hard for people to think about the future when they're concerned 
about immediate needs — identity papers, school for their children 
and safe housing. 

"So I think a question like, 'What are your hopes?' takes them off 
guard," says Stephen. "A lot of our refugee population lives in this 
limbo for such a long time that I think they no longer even have the 
luxury of being able to hope." 

Traumatized And Trapped 

A recent trauma can also have an effect on a person's ability to 
hope, says Peter Ventevogel, a psychiatrist also with IOM. 

"We often see at the beginning very high stress levels and levels of 
uncertainty," he says. "They [newly arrived refugees] don't know 
what are their options, they don't have enough information to make 
decisions about what they want." 

Ventevogel is part of a team that conducted interviews with 
Rohingya in the two government registered refugee camps in 
Bangladesh. The team's forthcoming article, expected to be printed 
next month in the journal Transcultural Psychiatry, details findings of 
high levels of mental health concerns, such as PTSD and 
depression, among the 148 Rohingya interviewed. With those 
feelings comes a feeling of being trapped, he says. 

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh are truly trapped. They are 
stateless. Their home country of Myanmar does not want them, nor 
does Bangladesh — or any other country they flee to. In Bangladesh 
the Rohingya are not allowed to leave their camps, get a passport in 
order go to another country or even legally work because they aren't 
citizens. They have no good options. 

"They had to leave their country because of the troubles they were in 
and [move] into an environment that they don't perceive as 
welcoming and they can't get out," Ventevogel says. "And that's not 
good for your mental health. That creates demoralization and loss of 
hope." 

But Ventevogel says in his experience talking to refugees who have 
been displaced for many years — whose shock and trauma is not 
fresh — he's found they have a lot of hope for the future. 

"Often it is framed in indirect ways," he says. "People hope their 
children can get a good education or they can get a resettlement [to 
another country] and build a new life, to get back to the country they 
came from," he says. 

Ventevogal believes the humanitarian community can help the 
hopeless find hope again. It starts, he says, with helping refugees 
regain control of their lives. Then they're more likely to see prospects 
for the future. 

"Sometimes it's very simple, it's just giving people a piece of land 
and materials to build their own house again because people can 
recreate something that's their own," he says, pointing to refugees in 
Uganda and Tanzania who are allowed to farm. 

One Man's Hope 

Near the end of our time in Bangladesh I spoke with a Rohingya who 
backs up Ventevogel's claim that refugees who have been displaced 
for a longer time are better able to think about their future. 

Twenty-five-year-old Mohammad Nur, a name he chose to protect 
his identity, has been a refugee his whole life. He was born in a 
government-run refugee camps. When I asked if he had any future 
in Bangladesh, he replied: "I think not. Not at all." 

He said he knew if he didn't leave, his brain would die. 

"I will not die, my body will not die but ... I will be like a disabled guy," 
he says. And so in this hopeless situation, he has one clear hope for 
the future: "I must leave." 

Ashley Westerman spent a week and a half in Bangladesh in March 
producing radio stories on the Rohingya with reporter Michael 
Sullivan. 
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Rohingya Exodus 

 

How a two-week army crackdown reignited Myanmar’s 
Rohingya crisis 

TAKE WHAT YOU CAN: Rohingya children rummaged last 
October through the ruins of a village market that was set on 
fire during the army's "clearance operation" in Rakhine state. 
REUTERS/Soe Zeya Tun 

In November, Myanmar's army swept through 
Rohingya villages in Rakhine state. Hundreds of 
Rohingya were killed and some 75,000 fled to 

Bangladesh. The violence has presented Aung San 
Suu Kyi with a major crisis. 

By ANTONI SLODKOWSKI, WA LONE, SIMON 
LEWIS and KRISHNA DAS 

Filed April 25, 2017, 11 a.m. GMT 

BALUKHALI CAMP, Bangladesh – When army helicopters fired on 
Rahim’s village in northwest Myanmar one day last November, the 
Rohingya schoolteacher told his pregnant wife to take their three 
young daughters and leave. He stayed behind with his 72-year-old 
mother. 

At dawn the next morning soldiers encircled and then entered the 
village. Rahim and his mother crept into a rice field. Crouching, 
Rahim said they saw the soldiers set fire to homes and shoot fleeing 
villagers. 

“I thought we were going to die that day,” said Rahim, who like many 
Rohingya identifies by a single name. “We kept hearing gunshots. I 
saw several people shot dead.” 
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His account, told in a Bangladesh refugee camp where thousands of 
Rohingya are sheltering, was corroborated by four people from his 
village. 

The attack on Rahim’s village, Dar Gyi Zar, on Nov. 12-13, claimed 
dozens of lives, Rohingya elders said. The killings marked the start 
of a two-week military onslaught across about 10 Rohingya villages 
in northwest Rakhine State, a Reuters reconstruction of events has 
found. 

Rohingya elders estimate some 600 people 
were killed. A United Nations report from 
February said the likely toll was hundreds. At 
least 1,500 homes were destroyed, Human 
Rights Watch satellite imagery shows. 
Countless women were raped, eyewitnesses 
and aid workers said. Doctors in Bangladesh 
told Reuters they treated women who had 
been raped. 

It was the latest round of ethnic bloodletting in Myanmar, a majority 
Buddhist country where the roughly one million Muslim Rohingya are 
marginalised, often living in camps, denied access to healthcare and 
education and uprooted and killed in pogroms. 

Myanmar’s march to democracy, beginning in 2011, uncorked long-
suppressed ethnic and religious tensions between Rakhine’s 
Buddhists and the Rohingya. Clashes between the two communities 
in 2012 killed at least 192 people and displaced 140,000, mostly 
Rohingya. 

This latest eruption of violence drove some 75,000 Rohingya across 
the border into Bangladesh, the United Nations said. Myanmar's 
government has conceded some soldiers may have committed 
crimes but has rejected charges of “ethnic cleansing.” It has 
promised to prosecute any officers where there is evidence of 
wrongdoing. 

The military assault involving a little under 2,000 soldiers has 
presented Aung San Suu Kyi with the first major crisis since her 
party won elections in late 2015. Many hoped Suu Kyi, a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, would bring a new era of tolerance after five 
decades of military rule. While generals remain in control of a 
significant part of the government, she now faces accusations of 
failing to oppose human rights abuses. 

Suu Kyi’s National Security Adviser Thaung Tun said some 
individuals may have committed abuses “in the heat of the 
confrontation.” But he stressed the government did not approve of 
such conduct. Suu Kyi did not respond to detailed questions from 
Reuters about events in Rakhine. 

The army began its “clearance operation” in Rakhine after Rohingya 
militants attacked border posts there on Oct. 9. For a month, it tried 
to pressure villagers to hand over the rebels, without success. That 
approach changed on Nov. 12-13 in Dar Gyi Zar and the 
neighbouring village Yae Khat Chaung Gwa Son, marking a sharp 
escalation of the military operation.

SWEEP: A graphic showing the progression of the army operation.  

“It is possible that individual security officers or 
individual policemen may have reacted in an 
excessive manner. But what we want to make clear 
is that it’s not the policy of the government to 
condone these excesses.” National Security Adviser 
Thaung Tun 

This article pieces together how events unfolded, drawing on 
interviews with Rohingya refugees, diplomats, aid workers and 
Myanmar government officials. Reuters also gained rare access to 
Myanmar security officials and spoke with a Rohingya militant 
leader. 

The reconstruction of the military operation contains previously 
unreported details about army negotiations with villagers over the 
insurgents, a shift in military strategy and the army units involved. 
Reuters also learned new details about investigations into alleged 
atrocities that are being conducted by Myanmar's army and by the 
home affairs ministry. 

The violence was brutal. A 16-year-old girl assaulted in the village of 
Kyar Gaung Taung, said two soldiers raped her. Speaking in a 
Bangladesh refugee camp, she said she still suffers anxiety and 
trauma after the attack. 

“I am angry with myself for being Rohingya,” said the teen, whose 
name Reuters is withholding. “If I had been Bangladeshi or 
American, I would never have been raped. But they did it to me 
because I was born Rohingya.” 

The army has denied there were widespread abuses and said it was 
carrying out a legitimate counterinsurgency operation. The army and 
the ministry of home affairs did not respond to detailed questions 
from Reuters about events in Rakhine. 

“It is possible that individual security officers or individual policemen 
may have reacted in an excessive manner,” Thaung Tun, the 
security adviser, said. “But what we want to make clear is that it’s not 
the policy of the government to condone these excesses.” 

After years of persecution, some Rohingya have begun to fight back. 
A militant group called Harakah al-Yaqin, or “Faith Movement”, was 
formed by Rohingya living in Saudi Arabia after the 2012 violence, 
according to the International Crisis Group. Its leader, Ata Ullah, said 
hundreds of young Rohingya men have joined the ranks of the 
group, which now wants to be known as the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army. Myanmar’s government estimates it has about 400 
fighters. 

 
FIGHTING BACK: Ata Ullah, a Rohingya rebel leader, speaks with 
Reuters by videolink from an undisclosed location 

“In 2012, they killed us and we understood at that time, they would 
not give us our rights,” said Ata Ullah, speaking by video link from an 
undisclosed location in Myanmar. 

Before dawn on Oct. 9, Rohingya militants staged attacks on border 
police. The army set about trying to capture the rebels. For a month, 
it attempted to pressure villagers to give up the insurgents, 
according to Rohingya elders and villagers. 
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The village of Kyet Yoe Pyin, located on the main road north to 
Bangladesh in northwest Rakhine, was one of the first to draw the 
army’s attention on Oct. 13, according to a military intelligence 
source. Insurgents had used logs to erect roadblocks near the 
settlement of 1,300 houses, blocking the way for military vehicles, 
residents and the military intelligence source said. In retaliation, 
about 400 soldiers burned down a part of Kyet Yoe Pyin and shot 
several people, according to four villagers. Officials have blamed 
insurgents and villagers themselves for the burning of homes. 

After a few days of trying unsuccessfully to capture the insurgents, 
the soldiers asked village elders to negotiate. The meeting took 
place in western Kyet Yoe Pyin. About 300 soldiers crowded the 
road while four commanders led the talks with five Rohingya men, 
according to a village elder who attended the meeting. The talks, 
confirmed by the military intelligence source, were an example of the 
army's attempts in those early weeks to pressure the villagers to 
help identify the rebels. 

“Their first question was: ‘Who cut the trees?’ We told them we didn’t 
know,” the village elder recounted. “They told us: ‘We will give you a 
chance: You can either give us the names of the insurgents, or we 
will kill you’.” 

The officers visited Kyet Yoe Pyin on several further occasions, 
asking about insurgents and taking money in exchange for leaving 
the remaining houses untouched, the villagers said. A variation of 
this scene was repeated in other villages in the weeks leading up 
to Nov. 12, residents said. 

TWO WEEKS 

On Nov. 12, this low-grade violence escalated abruptly when the 
army clashed with rebels north of two villages in northwestern 
Rakhine – Rahim’s village Dar Gyi Zar, a settlement of more than 
400 houses, and Yae Khat Chaung Gwa Son, with some 600 
houses. 

“I am angry with myself for being Rohingya. If I had 
been Bangladeshi or American, I would never have 
been raped. But they did it to me because I was 
born Rohingya.”A 16-year-old girl from the village of 
Kyar Gaung Taung 

Muhammad Ismail, another Rohingya teacher from Dar Gyi Zar, said 
the army spotted insurgents a few kilometres to the north of his 
village at around 4 a.m. After a two-hour shootout, the militants fled 
towards neighbouring Yae Khat Chaung Gwa Son, where fighting 
resumed in the afternoon. The area is densely forested, and 
residents could not say how many militants there were. 

The leader of the insurgents, Ata Ullah, said he and his men found 
themselves surrounded. “We had to fight,” he told Reuters. He did 
not say how many insurgents were involved in the clash. 

During a day-long battle, some villagers joined the insurgents, 
fighting the security forces with knives and sticks, according to Ata 
Ullah and the military. A senior officer was killed and the army 
brought in two helicopters mounted with guns as back-up, according 
to official accounts, which described the incident as an ambush by 
the insurgents. 

The helicopters swooped in around 4 p.m., hovering low over the 
road connecting Dar Gyi Zar and Yae Khat Chaung Gwa Son, 
according to eyewitnesses. The villagers dispersed in panic as one 
of the helicopters sprayed the insurgents with bullets. The other 
helicopter fired indiscriminately on those fleeing, five eyewitnesses 
said. The military intelligence source confirmed that the helicopters 
dispersed the crowd but denied they shot at civilians. 

 
LABOUR: Rohingya refugee workers carrying bags of salt this month in a 
processing yard in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir 
Hossain 

 
FAR FROM HOME: Kutupalang Unregistered Refugee Camp in Bangladesh, 
where Rohingya refugees live. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 

END OF THE DAY: Rohingya refugees returning home one 
February evening at Kutupalang Unregistered Refugee Camp in 
Bangladesh. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 

 
MAKESHIFT SCHOOL: Rohingya refugee children attending an 
open air Arabic school in February at Kutupalang Unregistered 
Refugee Camp, where they were learning to read the Quran. 
REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 
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IN NEED: Rohingya refugees sat at the roadside in February hoping 
to get money from passersby near Kutupalang Makeshift Refugee 
Camp in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir 
 

It marked the start of an offensive across a section of northwest 
Rakhine that lasted about two weeks, according to villagers, aid 
workers and human rights monitors and a review of satellite imagery 
from Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International. Security and 
administrative officials confirmed the scope of the sweep but said 
they were not aware of abuses. 

Whole communities fled north towards larger villages and then west 
to Bangladesh, pursued by the army. Women who were raped said 
the soldiers shouted “go to Bangladesh.” 

Three doctors from small clinics near refugee camps in Bangladesh 
have described treating some three dozen cases of Rohingya 
women whom they say were raped. 

“I treated one woman. She was so badly raped she had lost 
sensation in her lower limbs,” said John Sarkar, 40, a Bangladeshi 
doctor who has worked with Rohingya refugees for eight years. 

National Security Adviser Thaung Tun said a commission, set up by 
Suu Kyi in December and chaired by vice president Myint Swe, a 
former head of military intelligence, needed time to investigate. 

“We find it really difficult to believe that the Myanmar military would 
use (sexual violence) as a tool, sex slaves or rape as a weapon. In 
Myanmar this is repulsive, it’s not acceptable,” he said. 

The Suu Kyi appointed investigation is one of several. The army is 
conducting an internal probe and the ministry of home affairs, which 
is controlled by the army, is also carrying out an inquiry. Separately, 
the United Nations has ordered a fact-finding mission to examine 
allegations of human rights abuses. 

A senior government source and a senior military source said the 
commander of the army division that led the operation, Major 
General Khin Maung Soe, had been questioned by investigators in 
the army probe. The army did not respond to Reuters questions 
about Khin Maung Soe’s role and Reuters was unable to contact him 
directly. 

 
NOT WELCOME HERE: Bangladesh border guards positioned 
along the Naf River in November to prevent Rohingya refugees from 
crossing the river border. REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 

The ministry of home affairs, meanwhile, is examining 21 cases, 
including five suspected murders, six rapes, two cases of looting and 
one case of arson and seven unexplained deaths, according to 
police colonel Shwe Thaung. Investigators were seeking the army’s 
cooperation to interrogate soldiers. 

LEFT BEHIND 

When the sun went down on the villages of Dar Gyi Zar and Yae 
Khat Chaung Gwa Son on Nov. 12, the fighting stopped. “The night 
was tense. Some people sneaked out to neighbouring villages. 
Others were preparing to move first thing in the morning,” said 
Muhammad Ismail, the Rohingya teacher who witnessed fighting. 

But at dawn the next day, soldiers encircled the two villages and set 
the houses on fire, five eyewitnesses said. 

Those who could, fled. But the elderly and the infirm stayed. From 
the rice field where he hid, Rahim said he saw soldiers shooting 
indiscriminately. 

reuters  investigates 

Police reports from the period confirm that security forces focused 
their attention on about 10 villages - Dar Gyi Zar, Yae Khat Chaung 
Gwa Son and other settlements nearby. They detained nearly 400 
people between Nov. 12 and 30, according to a senior administrator 
in the state capital of Sittwe who received the daily dispatches. 

The administrator, who briefed Reuters on condition of anonymity, 
said the reports described a lawful counterinsurgency operation. 

One of the villages that bore the brunt of the post-Nov. 
12 crackdown was Kyar Gaung Taung, a settlement of about 300 
houses in northwest Rakhine. 

Residents say that for five days starting around Nov. 16, security 
forces swooped in, searching for men. As in neighbouring villages, 
they arrested or killed most working-age men, and gathered the 
women in groups, carrying out invasive body searches. 

Reuters talked to 17 people from Kyar Gaung Taung from November 
through March by telephone and in person in Bangladeshi camps, 
including five rape victims, three close relatives of those raped and 
several village elders. They corroborated one another’s accounts. 

Shamshida, a 30-year-old mother of six, was ordered to come out of 
her house. 

 
ASSAULTED: Shamshida, 30, a rape victim, puts on a Burqa before 
going outside this month at a refugee camp in Bangladesh. 
REUTERS/Mohammad Ponir Hossain 

“One of the soldiers put a machete to my chest and bit me on the 
back. Then, they started picking women from the group gathered on 
the road. I was selected and pulled inside the house. I knelt down 
thinking that may help and the last thing I remember was one of the 
soldiers kicking me in the head,” said Shamshida, who identifies with 
a single name. 
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When her husband and her sister found her several hours later, she 
was stripped naked, unconscious, covered in bruises and bleeding 
from her mouth and her vagina. 

They carried her to the neighbouring village of U Shey Kya several 
hundred metres away, where she regained consciousness, was 
showered and taken care of by a village doctor. 

After eight days, she returned to her village, where there were no 
men left and many houses were burned down. 

Doctors in Bangladesh said the Rohingya women they treated had 
torn vaginal tissue and scars inside their mouths from having guns 
inserted. In some cases, the women couldn’t walk and had to be 
carried by relatives to the clinics. Many were covered in bruises and 
bite marks. 

Sarkar, the Bangladeshi doctor, and others administered abortion-
inducing kits, painkillers and antibiotics. In cases where the kits 
didn’t work, they referred the women to regional hospitals for 
abortions. 

As thousands of Rohingya were fleeing across the river border to 
Bangladesh, Suu Kyi was not in the country. In early December she 
went to Singapore, attending meetings and a ceremony to have a 
purple orchid named after her in the city-state’s botanic gardens. 

 
POWERFUL GENERALS: Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, 
Myanmar's commander-in-chief, shakes hands with National League 
for Democracy party leader Aung San Suu Kyi in December 2015. 
REUTERS/Soe Zeya Tun 

Suu Kyi’s defenders, including some Western diplomats, say she is 
hamstrung by a military-drafted constitution that left the army in 
control of key security ministries and much of the apparatus of the 
state. Suu Kyi may be playing a long game, these diplomats said - 
back the military for now and coax the generals into accepting a 
rewriting of the constitution to reduce their power. 

During her trip, Suu Kyi gave an interview to state broadcaster 
Channel News Asia, in which she accused the international 
community of “always drumming up cause for bigger fires of 
resentment,” adding it didn’t help “if everybody is just concentrating 
on the negative side of the situation.” She appealed for 
understanding of her nation’s ethnic complexities, and said the world 
should not forget that the military operation was launched in 
response to the Rohingya insurgents’ attacks on border posts. 

Rahim, the village schoolteacher, and his family were among 
thousands of Rohingya who made the 2 kilometer (1.2 mile) river 
crossing to Bangladesh. 

On April 8, in a Bangladesh refugee camp, Rahim’s wife Rasheda 
gave birth to their first boy, Futu, or “little son.” Rahim doesn’t know 
whether Futu will ever see his homeland. 

Simon Lewis and Wa Lone reported from Naypyitaw 

Command structure of the Myanmar 
army’s operation in Rakhine 

By WA LONE 

On the ground, the military operation in Rakhine State has been 
overseen by Major General Maung Maung Soe, the chief of the 
army’s Western Command, one of 14 regional commands operating 
across Myanmar, said a military intelligence source and a senior 
army officer familiar with the operation. 

The Western Command is overseen in turn by the Bureau of Special 
Operations in the capital city of Naypyitaw, which reports to the 
office of the Commander in Chief of the military, Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing. 

The office of the Commander in Chief did not respond to detailed 
questions from Reuters about the Rakhine operation. 

The Western Command is divided into three main divisions. One of 
these divisions, the 15 Light Infantry Division (15 LID), is stationed in 
the region of Buthidaung, next to the Maungdaw region where the 
army’s “clearance operation” has taken place. The 15 LID has led 
the fighting, said the army officer and the military intelligence source. 

That division is further broken down into 10 battalions, each with an 
estimated fighting force of about 400 soldiers. 

Each of the battalions has four companies and one artillery section 
and is led by a commander in the rank of lieutenant colonel, the 
senior army source said. Each battalion also consists of units in 
charge of first aid, logistics, transportation, communications, 
engineering and construction. 

The key groups leading the operation against the Rohingya have 
been battalions Nos. 352, 551, 564 and 345, the sources said. The 
senior army source said a little under 2,000 soldiers operated in the 
area. 

A senior government source and the senior army source said the 
commander of 15 LID, Major General Khin Maung Soe, had been 
questioned by investigators conducting an internal military probe into 
alleged abuses. 

The army did not respond to a question about Khin Maung Soe’s 
role and Reuters was unable to contact him directly. 

The senior army source said military investigators have also 
questioned the general’s deputy and other soldiers with key 
responsibilities on the ground. The source cautioned that 
investigators were still gathering preliminary information and no 
charges have been brought against Khin Maung Soe and others. 

Rohingya Exodus 

By Antoni Slodkowski, Wa Lone, Simon Lewis and Krishna Das 
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                                                                            Kaladan News  

  

BGP extorts village quack doctor in Maungdaw 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News, Published: 25 April 2017 

  

A group of Border Guard Police (BGP) personnel arrested a village quack doctor and extorted Kyat 500,000 in Maungdaw south on April 20, 

Ruman, a relative of victim said. 

  

 

Villager injured by robbers in Maungdaw south 

  
Category: April 2017, Written by Kaladan News,Published: 25 April 2017 

  

A villager was injured by robbers during his attempt to arrest robbers at Thawan Chaung village of Maungdaw Township, on April 19, said Jamir 

from the village. 

 

 
Austria & Germany: No Red Carpet For Burma’s War Criminal! 

 

Germany and Austria are hosting the head of the Burmese military, 
Min Aung Hlaing. Min Aung Hlaing, presided over war crimes 
against the Rohingya and Kachin peoples. According to the UN, the 
Burmese military killed and raped thousands of Rohingya, and 
forcibly displaced over 80,000 by burning their villages down.  
 
The Burma Campaign UK are calling on all supporters of human 
rights and the Rohingya cause to demand that both Germany and 
Austria not roll out the red carpet for war criminals! 
 

German and Austrian Governments to 
Host War Criminal Min Aung Hlaing 

 
Min Aung Hlaing, head of the Burmese Army, is on a red carpet tour 
of Germany and Austria. His soldiers are raping ethnic women, 
shooting children, bombing villages. Instead of applying pressure on 
him to end abuses, Austria and Germany are taking him to dinner, 
sightseeing, and he has even been taken to the factory of a military 
supplier.  

Big Burma Investor, Telenor, Must Live 
Up To Its Claims Of Social 
Responsibility 

 
Over the past few years, Telenor has invested $1.5 billion in 

Myanmar and plans to invest more. It already has 17 million 
subscribers to its telephone network and 85,000 points of sale across 

Myanmar, with plans for further growth. 

 
Telenor has a taken strong stance on ethical matters and 

sustainability. It has declared 2017 to be a year in which they will 

focus on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal number 10, that of 

“Reduced Inequalities”.  

 

http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=7c7737712b&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=8b73569cda&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=36277a342c&e=6feff5d687
http://kaladanpress.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f3e2dead0f90ea8593ab31de&id=2117e795a9&e=6feff5d687
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=sXqSRRoINWHQG04mm1o0/16L%2BdHNweM6
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http://www.rvisiontv.com/breaking-rakhine-extremists-torch-mosque-rathedaung/ 

 

Breaking: Rakhine Extremists Torch Mosque in Rathedaung 

 

By Anwar M.S. April 26, 2017 03:21  

By Saeed Arakani | April 26, 2017 

Rathedaung — Rakhine extremists torched an ancient mosque in 
Rathedaung Township a few hours ago tonight, destroying the 
mosque from within. 

It has been reported that dozens of Rakhine youths, apparently locals, 
barged into the premise of the mosque at the village of ‘Zaydi Pyin’ in 
Rathedaung and set it on fire at around 9:30 pm (local time) on April 
25. 

As the fire started, some local Rohingya Muslims rushed to the scene 
and extinguished the fire before it could entirely destroy the mosque. 
Soon after, hundreds of Rakhines started amassing at the place and 
have besieged the mosque with the people who put out the fire still 
remaining inside. 

“Some villagers extinguished the fire and saved the mosque from 
getting burnt down. However, many more Rakhines arrived soon after 
and besieged them in the mosque. They are now trying to attack them 
and other local Rohingyas. 

“A few policemen have also arrived but they are taking no actions. 
They are watching on as the Rakhine extremists are intensifying the 
situation and trying to attack people. Some people here are really 
worried”, said a Rohingya village men in Rathedaung. 

The mosque is said to have been first founded in 1892. 

Some locals believe that some Rakhine politicians and other powerful 
people in the government of Myanmar could be behind plotting to 
inflame violence once again in Arakan State (now called Rakhine 
state). 

A Rakhine media outlet called Rakhine Gazette reported that at 
around 1:00 AM yesterday (on Apr 25), two masked men attacked 
and hacked a 28-year-old Rakhine woman at the village of ‘Oo Phauk’ 
in Rathedaung, while she was preventing them from robbing gold 
earrings from her 12-year-old daughter. According to the report, the 
victim is recovering in Rathedaung General hospital now. And the 
robbers, although unidentified, were suspected to be Rohingyas (the 
term ‘Bengali’ is used for ‘Rohingya’ in the report) going by the 
unfluent Burmese language they spoke. 

________ 

Update: At around 3:00 AM (on Apr 26), more (border guard) police 
personnel arrived and freed the people besieged in the mosque. Later, 
the Police arrested 8 members of the mosque sanctuary committee 
and later released them on bail after investigations. 

However, the sanctuary committee members have to present 
themselves whenever they are summoned by the Police and are 
subjected to further investigations. According to the sources, the 
Police is planning to accuse the local Rohingya Muslims of setting fire 
on the mosque by themselves and shifting the blame upon the 
Rakhine people. 

 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-04-26/myanmar-official-compares-rohingya-militant-attack-to-911/1667382 

 

Myanmar official compares Rohingya militant attack to 9/11 
Updated 26 April 2017, 20:55 AEST

A top official in Myanmar compares an attack last year by Muslim 
militants that killed nine police officers and sparked a brutal army 
crackdown to America's experience on September 11.

The UN says Myanmar's crackdown has resulted in possible crimes against humanity. (Credit: Reuters)  

A top official in Myanmar has compared an attack last year by 
Muslim militants that killed nine police officers and sparked a brutal 
army crackdown to America's experience on September 11. 

Key points: 

• The October attack resulted in a 'clearance operation' led 
by Myanmar's military 

• The crackdown has led to allegations of possible crimes 
against humanity 

• Malaysia has labelled Myanmar's actions as 'genocide' 

But a leading researcher in Buddhist-majority Myanmar says the 
army's heavy-handed response to the new insurgent threat has only 

http://www.rvisiontv.com/breaking-rakhine-extremists-torch-mosque-rathedaung/
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-04-26/myanmar-official-compares-rohingya-militant-attack-to-911/1667382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-10/police-killed-in-myanmar-attacks-near-bangladesh-border/7917382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-10/police-killed-in-myanmar-attacks-near-bangladesh-border/7917382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-10/police-killed-in-myanmar-attacks-near-bangladesh-border/7917382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-10/police-killed-in-myanmar-attacks-near-bangladesh-border/7917382
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-10/police-killed-in-myanmar-attacks-near-bangladesh-border/7917382
http://www.rvisiontv.com/
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increased the risk of radicalisation amongst one of the world's most 
persecuted minorities. 

In October a Saudi-backed militant group of Rohingya Muslims — 
called Harakah al-Yaqin or Faith Movement — launched its first ever 
attack on the Myanmar-Bangladesh border, killing police and 
stealing weapons. 

Rights abuses in Myanmar

  
Tensions have run high in Myanmar's Rahkine State since 2012, 
where a lockdown on humanitarian and media access makes it 
difficult to verify the often horrific allegations that emerge. 

The resulting "clearance operation" by the military has led 
to accusations of extrajudicial killings, systematic rape and 
widespread arson, in what the UN has called possible "crimes 
against humanity" and Malaysia called "genocide". 

But Myanmar's Minister for Information has rejected the criticisms. 

"This is like 9/11 in America, we were targeted and attacked in a 
huge way," Pe Myint said. 

"But the media is neglecting this and are only emphasising and 
reporting the counter-attacks, and by looking at the humanitarian 
point of view," he said in an interview this week. 

The Reuters news agency released mobile phone footage on 
Tuesday showing the aftermath of the army crackdown — dead 
bodies in a field, moaning survivors and the charred human remains 
inside a burned house. 

Heavy-handed tactics may backfire, analyst says 

Rohingyas who have fled to Bangladesh have told horrific stories of 
soldiers killing children while gang raping their mothers and locking 
people inside houses that are then torched. 

About 70,000 Rohingyas fled to makeshift camps after the violence, 
just the most recent flair up in a long history of persecution. 

Photo: Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar at a Bangladesh refugee camp. (AP: AM Ahad) 

Rohingya Muslims are denied citizenship in Myanmar, which 
considers them illegal migrants from Bangladesh, and most live in 
poverty under a form of state-sanctioned apartheid. 

"Clearly Myanmar and its security forces have an obligation to 
ensure security and stability and to respond to such an attack, 
however, this is not a license to indiscriminately attack a civilian 
population," Richard Horsey, an independent political analyst based 
in Yangon who has worked for the UN and the International Crisis 
Group, said. 

He said the army's tactics may backfire. 

"From the perspective of counter-insurgency and counter-
radicalisation, the response of the security forces has been 
very unhelpful," said Mr Horsey. 

"It's likely to make the situation worse, to increase the risks of 
radicalisation, and to increase the distrust between the Muslim 
community in that area and the Government." 

Aung San Suu Kyi criticised for response 

Just before the October attack, the Government led by Aung San 
Suu Kyi invited a special commission headed by former UN 
secretary general Ban Ki-moon to provide recommendations about 
the ethnic tensions. 

The Commission produced an interim report last month but it's work 
has largely been overshadowed by the militant attack and resulting 
crackdown. 

Many have criticised Ms Suu Kyi for not speaking out to defend the 
Rohingyas, while others have noted that she has no control over the 
still-powerful military and risks alienating her core Buddhist 
supporters. 

"This is a situation that's been festering for many decades ... an 
almost intractable problem that's been inherited by this Government, 
it's not the creation of this Government," Mr Horsey said. 

"It will take a huge amount of effort and political investment to 
successfully implement those recommendations, some of which will 
not be easy at all." 

 

http://www.npr.org/2017/04/25/525604502/myanmars-aung-san-suu-kyi-criticized-for-treatment-of-rohingya 

 

Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi Criticized For Treatment Of Rohingya  

April 25, 20174:32 PM ET 

Heard on All Things Considered 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-09/myanmar-may-have-killed-thousands-of-rohingya-muslims/8256344
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-09/myanmar-may-have-killed-thousands-of-rohingya-muslims/8256344
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-26/rohingya-refugee-camp/8474194
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-01/myanmars-suu-kyi-under-pressure-as-rohingya-crisis-deepens/7982350
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-01/myanmars-suu-kyi-under-pressure-as-rohingya-crisis-deepens/7982350
http://www.npr.org/2017/04/25/525604502/myanmars-aung-san-suu-kyi-criticized-for-treatment-of-rohingya
http://www.npr.org/programs/all-things-considered/2017/04/25/525516911
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-26/rohingya-refugee-camp/8474194
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NPR's Audie Cornish talks to journalist Poppy McPherson about Aung San 

Suu Kyi, who has been a disappointment to many in the international 
community and fellow Nobel laureates since her election. 

AUDIE CORNISH, HOST: 

In Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, it's been over a year since one of 

the world's most famous prisoners stepped into power. Before she was 

elected to lead the country as state counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi was a 
pro-democracy opposition figure kept under house arrest for 15 years by the 

previous military government. In 1991, she won the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her nonviolent struggle for democracy and human rights. 

Now Suu Kyi has come under criticism from the international community 

and fellow Nobel laureates. Government soldiers in Myanmar are accused 
of committing atrocities against the Muslim Rohingya minority, including 

widespread killing and rape. Suu Kyi has downplayed the accusations. Here 
she is in a recent interview with the BBC's Fergal Keane. 

(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING) 

AUNG SAN SUU KYI: I don't think there's ethnic cleansing going on. I 

think ethnic cleansing is too strong of an expression to use for what's 
happening. A lot of... 

FERGAL KEANE: It's what I think I saw there. I have to say. 

SUU KYI: Fergal, I think there's a lot of hostility there. It's not just a matter 

of ethnic cleansing, as you put it. It's a matter of people on different sides of 
a divide. 

CORNISH: Earlier I spoke with Poppy McPherson, a journalist based in 
Myanmar, about how Suu Kyi's stance has affected her image as a 
champion of international human rights. 

POPPY MCPHERSON: I think it's very badly affected her image. People in 

the West particularly are very disappointed and, in some cases, disgusted by 
her reluctance to stand up for this group who are extremely persecuted. 

At home, it's a little different because a lot of people love her almost 

unconditionally. And the Rohingya are very unpopular and discriminated 
against and denigrated within the country. In fact, many people consider 

them to be illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. So she has to walk this fine 
line. If she stands up for them, she might lose support at home. 

CORNISH: And so you're saying she's essentially reflecting popular 
sentiment. 

MCPHERSON: Exactly. Well, many people believe it's a political move. 

Even if she wanted to speak out - which it's not clear that she would 
anyway - it would be very unpopular for her to do so. 

CORNISH: Do you think there's just a disconnect here between the 

Western liberal view of who she would be and who she actually is? I mean 
put aside these kind of political-domestic lines she's trying to walk. Is she 

what, you know, the Nobel Peace (laughter) Prize committee thought she 
was? 

MCPHERSON: She's - yeah, she's very different from what a lot of people 

in the liberal world expected she would be. I think that she's far more 
conservative in her social views than many people thought she was. She 

appears to be much more concerned about her reputation and being able to 

maintain power in Myanmar than she is about being a human rights 
advocate. She's made that clear that she's a politician. She's not Mother 
Theresa. 

CORNISH: Even when she took power, people discussed the limits on that 

power, right? I mean constitutionally, she's locked out from even being 

president because she has foreign-born children. People think that's a 

provision of the Constitution put in there specifically to prevent her from 

becoming president. So what does this mean in terms of how it plays out in 

the politics? I mean are there actually limits to what she can do? Is she 
hemmed in by the military in any way? 

MCPHERSON: She is. I mean the military retains control of key 
institutions including the army. So the events in Rakhine State where the 

Rohingya Muslim population live - the army crackdown was completely 
beyond her control. She has no power over those forces. And that's a real 
lock on her power. 

But her government does have quite a lot of scope over other ministries, 

which a lot of her defenders say, oh, the military completely blocks 

everything, and she's not really in control, which I think is a simplification 
of the amount that her government could actually do. 

CORNISH: That was journalist Poppy McPherson. She's based in 

Myanmar. She visited us today in our Washington studios. 

(SOUNDBITE OF SPOON SONG, "THIS BOOK IS A MOVIE") 
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15-day-old baby and four-month-old child among the 30 Rohingya refugees rescued from 
Indian boat by Sri Lanka 

• The Rohingya people are a Muslim Indo-Aryan community from the Rakhine State of Myanmar (Burma) 

• The Rohingya are often described as one of the most persecuted minorities in the world 

• Hundreds died in communal violence between Buddhists and Rohingya in 2012, further worsening their plight 

•  Rohingya community crackdown begins in India  

• Indian security agencies believe these youths may be more prone to radicalisation than Indian Muslims 

By Afp and Mailonline India 

Published: 10:37 EDT, 30 April 2017 | Updated: 15:08 EDT, 30 April 2017 
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Sri Lanka's coastguard have detained an Indian boat which illegally 
entered the island's territorial waters and rescued 30 Rohingya 
refugees including 16 children who were on board, an official said. 

The dhow operated by two Indians had entered Sri Lanka's northern 
waters after crossing the sea border, said navy spokesman 
Chaminda Walakuluge. 

'The coastguard noticed that there were very small children on board 
and escorted the boat to a port and provided them with emergency 
assistance,' Walakuluge told AFP. 

 
A Rohingya girl pictured in November 2016, in a refugee camp in Bangladesh 

He said seven men, seven women and 16 children were on board, in 
addition to the two-man Indian crew who had been detained pending 
investigations. 

'There was a 15-day-old baby and a four-month-old child on board,' 
Walakuluge said. 'We have taken them to port and provided food 
and medical attention.' 

He said it appeared that the passengers had left India, where they 
had lived for about four years as refugees. They were handed over 
to local authorities to decide further action. 

Investigators suspect that the crew were trying to bring the Rohingya 
to Sri Lanka. 

The Muslim Rohingya in Myanmar's western state of Rakhine are 
denied citizenship and face brutal discrimination in the Buddhist-
majority country. 

Thousands have sought refuge in other countries in the region. 

Four years ago Sri Lanka's navy rescued 138 refugees from 
Bangladesh and Myanmar whose boat had been drifting off Sri 
Lanka for over 10 days. 

 

Myanmar's stateless Rohingya 

The United Nations Human Rights Council last month agreed to 
send a fact-finding mission to Myanmar to investigate claims that 
police and soldiers carried out a bloody crackdown on the Rohingya 
in Rakhine. 

More than 120,000 Rohingya have languished in grim displacement 
camps ever since bouts of religious violence between Muslims and 
Buddhists ripped through the state in 2012. 

Most are not allowed to leave the squalid encampments, where they 
live in dilapidated shelters with little access to food, education and 
health care. 

 

http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/110700/indonesia-to-build-hospital-for-rohingya-community 

 

Indonesia to build hospital for Rohingya community 

Manila (ANTARA News) - Indonesia will build a hospital on a four thousand square-meter plot of land as a form of long-term health assistance for 
the marginalized Rohingya community in Myanmar, according to Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi. 
 
"We have already completed offering short-term assistance in the form of emergency humanitarian aid, and now, we are shifting to provide aid in 
the form of long- and medium-term projects in various fields, including health," the Indonesian foreign affairs minister informed newsmen here on 
Friday, a day before the ASEAN Summit in Manila. 
 
Marsudi said almost all preparations for the construction of the hospital for the Rohingya community have been completed, from licensing, 
construction, and design to funds. 
 
"We are in the process of securing some permits and will soon build the hospital," the minister noted. 
 
Earlier on Friday, Marsudi had met Myanmar Deputy Foreign Minister Kyaw Tin to discuss the matter. 
 
Moreover, President Joko Widodo will hold a bilateral meeting for the first time with Myanmar Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi on the sidelines of 
the ASEAN Summit.  
 
"In addition to the health sector, long- and medium-term assistance for the Rohingya community will also include education, human capacity 
building, and economic empowerment," Marsudi added.(*)  

 

http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/110700/indonesia-to-build-hospital-for-rohingya-community
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In pursuit of peace, a war against women 

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi has prioritized resolving ethnic armed conflicts, but has overlooked the 
role women must play for genuine and lasting peace 

By Fiona MacGregor Yangon, April 29, 2017 1:47 PM (UTC+8) 
 

 
A Myanmar woman stands at the door of her bamboo shack on 
November 4, 2015. Photo: Reuters/Jorge Silva 

When Myanmar’s government announced the dates for the next 
round of major peace talks since State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi 
came to power last year as de facto head of a civilian government, 
discussions focused on which of the ethnic armed groups would be 
in attendance. 

But as military leaders and political representatives discuss which of 
the country’s ethnic armed groups will be willing to show up and 
which could be barred because of their reluctance to sign the 
country’s so-called Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), one 
thing is certain: women representatives will be largely excluded from 
the event. 

After almost seven decades, Myanmar’s ethnic conflicts are some of 
the longest-running in the world. For generations soldiers on all 
sides have made and broken ceasefire deals while countless 
civilians have been killed, tortured and raped. War has ruined 
communities and emptied villages as hundreds of thousands have 
been displaced by the violence. 

Throughout it all the voices of women and girls, who in Myanmar 
account for just over 50% of the population, have been marginalized 
and ignored by male leaders who purport to be defending their 
communities and seeking peace and progress. 

Myanmar is a signatory to the United Nations’ Convention on the 
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 
Experts, including UN special rapporteur on human rights Yanghee 
Lee, have recommended a 30% quota for women representatives in 
the peace process, advice that so far has been roundly ignored.

Myanmar State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi smiles as she visits an IDP camp outside of 
Myitkyina, Kachin state, Myanmar March 28, 2017. Photo: Reuters/Soe Zeya Tun 

When Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy Party (NLD) swept 
to victory in November 2015, giving the country its first civilian 
government after decades of military and quasi-military rule, peace 
was on top of her agenda. 

What was clear from the start, though, was that gender equality and 
recognition of the vital role women play in politics and peace was 
not. 

Only 15% of candidates fielded by the NLD in the 2015 elections 
were female. Speaking shortly after the NLD’s election victory, party 
spokesman and close Suu Kyi advisor U Win Htein said this was 
because “most women are not naturally confident in political 
situations.” 

When the non-elected bloc of military appointees is counted, barely 
10% of Myanmar’s parliamentarians are women – one of the lowest 
such percentages in the region.

Ethnics leaders attend the opening ceremony of the 21st Century Panglong conference in 
Naypyitaw, Myanmar August 31, 2016. Photo: Reuters/Soe Zeya Tun 

A similar gender imbalance meant just 14% of official participants 
were women at last August’s Union Peace Conference, according to 
analysis by the Alliance for Gender Inclusion in the Peace Process 
(AGIPP), an umbrella group of women’s rights organizations. 

The alliance’s findings showed that 20% of ethnic armed group 
delegates were women (though the figure varied significantly across 
the different groups), but the government cohort included a mere 
seven women, or 9%, of its 75 official delegates. 

The largely symbolic event, dubbed the 21st Century Panglong after 
the historic peace agreement struck in 1947 between Suu Kyi’s 
national founder father, Aung San, and key ethnic minority leaders, 
was attended by then-UN secretary general Ban Ki Moon, who also 
mentioned the need for greater women’s participation in a speech to 
attendees. 

The event made no major advances in ending the country’s many 
armed conflicts.

Ethnic Lisu women wait for the arrival of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi at the Hsiseng 
township in Shan state, Myanmar September 5, 2015. Photo: Reuters/Soe Zeya Tun 

Now, with the second conference set to begin on May 24, there is no indication that 
there will be a significantly larger number of women involved. 
International conventions recognize the importance of women’s 
participation in peace negotiations in achieving long term solutions. 

http://www.atimes.com/article/pursuit-peace-war-women/
http://www.atimes.com/writer/fiona-macgregor/
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While peace talks in Myanmar continue to focus on interactions 
between armed groups, women are more likely to experience the 
effects of conflict in or around their home villages. Along with 
children, they account for most of those living in internally displaced 
peoples (IDP) camps. Military impunity for acts of sexual violence in 
conflict remains an ongoing concern. 

According to Nang Phyu Phyu Lin, AGIPP’s ex-chairwoman, the 
alliance’s representatives will be allowed to attend only as observers 
and will not be allowed to present at the conference. While 
organizations like AGIPP say they have worked behind the scenes 
to meet ministers, army chiefs and ethnic armed group leaders to 
promote their cause, a number of barriers remain to their official 
participation. 

Gender equality advocates say traditional attitudes in Myanmar often 
lead to the exclusion of women from public roles of responsibility and 
insist that their place is “in the background.” In terms of the peace 
process, the muted role is known as “tea-break advocacy”, where 
women resort to lobbying male delegates while serving them tea 
during breaks in the official talks.

A Myanmar activist holds a poster of then jailed pro-democracy opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi in a 2007 file photo. Photo: Reuters/Darren Whiteside 

It is an attitude that permeates at the highest levels. Some have 
suggested Suu Kyi’s failure to include a larger number of women in 
the peace process is a case of “picking her battles” and that she has 
other priorities than to challenge the commonly held view by military 
leaders that the talks should be conducted mainly between armed 
actors. 

It appears that Suu Kyi is also among those who believe women – 
other than, presumably, herself – best serve by remaining in the 
background. 

On March 8, while giving a talk to women entrepreneurs on 
International Women’s Day, Suu Kyi raised the issue of women’s 
role in the peace process, insisting that as women accounted for 
50% of the population they should also bear 50% of the 
responsibility for achieving peace. 

However, she stressed this did not mean equal representation at the 
peace talks table and suggested women could do their bit by paying 
taxes and raising “peace-loving” children.

An ethnic Rohingya woman holds her one-and-a-half-year-old daughter after fleeing the 
mass burning of houses and violence in Myanmar in 2012. Photo: Reuters/Andrew Biraj 

The comments riled many gender equality campaigners. “I think she 
is thinking that the majority of women are like her mother – 
supporting politicians from behind the scenes,” said May Sabe Phyu, 
director of the Gender Equality Network (GEN) and a recipient of the 
US State Department’s International Women of Courage award in 
2015. 

Instead, seats at the peace table are reserved mainly for politicians 
and soldiers. Since women are a minority in politics and hold virtually 
no powerful military positions, the process is being steered mostly by 
men with guns, which arguably hardly bodes well for a lasting end to 
conflict. 

“Usually men on both sides are more interested in power and 
arguing and disagreeing over territories,” said May Sabe Phyu. “But 
for women, who are dealing with day to day problems in their 
communities, the practical things are more important than arguing 
over territory. To be able to start really effective discussions about 
issues on the ground, women’s voices are very much needed.”

Woman workers and children from Myanmar’s Mon state inside a vehicle taking them back across the border 
to Myanmar after fleeing conflict and working in Thailand. Photo: Reuters/Sukree Sukplang 

Of course, it is not just up to Suu Kyi’s civilian-led government, but to 
the autonomous Myanmar military, ethnic armed groups, and the 
small number of other represented parties to support women’s 
participation. But as long as the government fails to set an example 
of gender equality in the process there is little to spur others on, 
critics say. 

The recent ouster of former Karen National Union vice-chairwoman 
Naw Zipporah Sein has removed the only high-profile woman 
representative from the ethnic representative groups at the peace 
table. 

In a recent interview with The Irrawaddy, a local news outlet, she 
described the different experiences of men and women in war and 
how she believed that impacted on their approaches to peace. 

“If men die in battle, it is over. If they don’t die, they win. For them, it 
sounds simple, but for women the suffering remains like a wound. It 
is traumatic,” she said, referring particularly to women who suffer 
from sexual violence in conflict.

Women walk past graffiti that reads “What? When? Change” drawn on a bridge in Yangon, 
Myanmar. Photo: Reuters/Soe Zeya Tun 

May Sabe Phyu echoes that view, pointing to the fact that even 
when deals are signed on paper during peace negotiations they are 
often just “promises in the air – nobody closely monitors or follows 
up on [their enactment].” 

Women who have to live within the day-to-day realities of conflict are 
more likely to keep pushing for practical changes on the ground, she 
said. 

Suu Kyi has made it clear that “peace” – or her vision of it –  is her 
government’s main goal. Critics say that’s meant everything from the 
economy to human rights concerns have been overlooked as a 
result. 

Yet since her NLD government’s rise to power the country has 
experienced some of the worst fighting in years. As the next round of 
her peace initiative opens, genuine and lasting peace seems a long 
way off, as does gender equality.  
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As hope for a bright future dims, what are the prospects for Myanmar? 

April 28, 2017 Updated: April 29, 2017 02:15 PM 

Roughly a year after Aung San Suu Kyi and her National League for 
Democracy party took control of Myanmar’s parliament, the country’s 
euphoria has melted away. When the NLD won a sweeping electoral 
victory in November 2015, the country’s first truly free and accepted 
national elections in decades, it gained a massive majority in 
parliament. Myanmar citizens swept onto the streets to celebrate. 
The military, which had ruled the country as a junta or a quasi-
civilian regime between 1962 and 2015, publicly affirmed that it 
would accept the results of the election. 

Ms Suu Kyi, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate who was kept under 
house arrest for years, had offered a broad slate of promises to the 
Myanmar public. She had vowed to aggressively push for a lasting 
peace deal with the country’s many ethnic insurgencies, some of 
which have been fighting the government for decades. She had 
promised to protect threatened minorities, such as Muslim Rohingya 
in Rakhine State in western Myanmar. She had expressed her 
desire to build a developed country, telling people on the campaign 
trail in 2015, "we don’t want to be a country which needs to ask other 
countries for help". 

Yet in the past year, most of these promises have seemed hollow, 
and Myanmar’s stability appears to be disintegrating at an alarming 
rate. Human rights groups contend that the security forces are 
engaged in a scorched-earth campaign in Rakhine against the 
Rohingya. Some Myanmar and international activists have turned on 
Ms Suu Kyi, claiming that she has ignored looming rights abuses in 
the country and failed to rein in the still powerful military. 

In many respects, the situation has not markedly improved in the 
past year. Ms Suu Kyi led an initial national peace conference last 
summer, bringing together delegates from ethnic insurgencies and 
other powerful leaders, but representatives of the most powerful 
ethnic militia, the United Wa State Army, walked out of the talks 
early on. 

Although Ms Suu Kyi said that the conference was intended to kick-
start dialogues that would eventually produce peace deals, in the 
past year conflict has actually increased in many outlying regions. 
Bertil Lintner, a veteran analyst of Myanmar politics, recently 
concluded that: "Myanmar’s frontier areas are now suffering from 
some of the most intense fighting seen since the 1980s." 

Meanwhile, the prospects for clearer civilian control of the armed 
forces, which would require changes to the Myanmar constitution, 
seem very murky. Ms Suu Kyi has vowed to "give birth to a genuine 
democratic union", which probably means removing ministries from 
control of the military and cutting the overall powers of the armed 
forces. But she has not made much headway in actually changing 
the charter. And many Myanmar observers believe that the armed 
forces are trying to undermine any constitutional reform. One of the 
most prominent advocates of constitutional changes, NLD law 
adviser Ko Ni, was murdered by a gunman in cold blood just outside 
Yangon airport in January. Several former military officers reportedly 
laid the plot for his killing. 

Perhaps most important for many Myanmar people, Ms Suu Kyi’s 
government has not offered a clear strategy for how to maintain high 
economic growth, satisfying investors, and also improve the fortunes 
of a broader range of citizens. Then there is Rakhine State. After an 
attack on police posts last October, reportedly by a group of 
Rohingya militants, the armed forces have allegedly waged an even 
more brutal campaign in the state, already one of the biggest 
hotspots in Asia. The United Nations’ special adviser for human 
rights declared earlier this year that abuses against the Rohingya 
"may amount to crimes against humanity", since violence seemed 
"widespread as well as systematic". Just since last October, it is 
estimated that more than 60,000 Rohingya have fled Rakhine State, 
mostly into Bangladesh. 

How much is Ms Suu Kyi to blame for problems in a deeply divided 
country that was ruled for decades by a brutal junta? To be sure, 
when the NLD took over parliament last year, they inherited the titles 
of government but only modest control of many institutions. It 
remains unclear whether civilian leaders can give effective orders to 
senior military commanders — about Rakhine State or anywhere 
else in the country. 

Yet Ms Suu Kyi has seemed unwilling to push the army– her 
leadership has often been deficient. In many interviews, like a recent 
one with Fergal Keane of the BBC, she acts as if she is still 
opposition leader, with no power or ability to use her leverage to win 
allies in the armed forces and prod military leaders to gradually 
concede, the way presidents did in Indonesia during that country’s 
transition to civilian rule in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 

She has proven at times to be highly inflexible, and seems not to 
have undertaken the type of preparation for governing that other 
former opposition leaders, like Nelson Mandela, did before and after 
becoming heads of government. She reportedly makes decisions in 
an extremely centralised way, not allowing for much input into her 
thought process. 

This inflexibility and stubbornness probably served her well as a 
beleaguered, isolated opposition leader whose party was nearly 
destroyed by the junta and needed a rock-solid rallying point. 

But now, when she needs to listen to advisers and make deals, her 
approach could hurt her. Her initial peace conference was a stilted, overly 
formal affair featuring long speeches from government representatives – 
hardly a good start for real dialogue with the ethnic militias. 

She seems unwilling to admit that she could change her positions on 
issues related to Rakhine State or other areas, or to bargain. "In 
meetings, she is dismissive, dictatorial – in some cases, belittling," a 
senior aid worker told The Guardian. The Myanmar chapter of PEN, an 
organisation that advocates for writers’ rights, has recorded a rise in 
cases of online defamation in Myanmar during Ms Suu Kyi’s year in 
power. 

More than simply avoiding taking a tough stance on rights abuses, she 
often seems willing to basically absolve the security forces, which could 
encourage them to commit more abuses. With Keane she denied there 
was any ethnic cleansing going on in Rakhine State. Ms Suu Kyi has 
appointed a commission to investigate the situation in Rakhine, but she 
has not visited the state, and her commission is largely toothless. 

She initially hesitated to say any thing about the assassination of Ko Ni, 
according to The Irrawaddy, a leading Myanmar news outlet. Her 
government has actually mocked reports of widespread rape in Rakhine 
State as "fake news", all but justifying any actions there by the security 
forces. 

Keith Harper, the Obama administration’s envoy to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council between 2014 and 2017, wrote earlier this year 
that Ms Suu Kyi had "utterly failed" to address the crisis in Rakhine State. 

The NLD’s economic strategy has wavered as well. Although she has 
more power over the economy than the military, her whole party had no 
governing experience, and little background in economic management. 
Her economic programme has no clear vision and the World Bank’s 
progress report on Myanmar, released in January, recorded slowing 
growth during the last full year. 

One year on, then, Myanmar’s joy has dimmed greatly. Ms Suu Kyi could 
still learn, and other countries in the region, like Indonesia, show that 
even powerful militaries can slowly be tamed and separatist movements 
can be ended. But right now, the prospects of any of these changes in 
Myanmar seems dim.

 

http://www.thenational.ae/opinion/as-hope-for-a-bright-future-dims-what-are-the-prospects-for-myanmar#full
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In photos: 32 Rohingya Muslims wait outside Delhi's UNHRC office for justice 
 
Tehreem Fatima | Updated on: 28 April 2017, 18:07 IST  
 

 
Jahan Rakhta, 28, mother of three grieving over the situation. (Tehreem Fatima) 

“We escaped to India and lived peacefully in Jammu, but for the 

past two months, we are being threatened to leave the place. Slums 
in Bhagwati Nagar and Bori were burned down in front of us,” cried 
Hasina Begum. One of the 32 Rohingya Muslims, men, women and 
children, waiting outside the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHRC) office in Delhi. 

In the morning of 24 April, nine families escaped from Jammu and 
arrived at Delhi. They took their place outside the UNHCR office 
seeking help and relief. 

Rohingyas are Muslim Indo-Aryans hailing from the Rakhine state in 
Myanmar. These people have been described as “one of the world's 
most victimised minorities”. And for years, they have been deprived 
of the right to free movement and of higher education.

Imran Hussain, 21, with his UNHCR card provided by United Nation High Commissioner for 
Rights. (Tehreem Fatima) 

 
Mohammad Alam, 32, waiting outside the UNHRC office seeking help and relief (Tehreem Fatima) 
 

In the month of February, the Jammu and Kashmir National 
Panthers Party started demanding the removal of Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshi refugees from Jammu and Kashmir by putting up 
hoardings across the city, asking its people to “Wake Up” and “Unite 
to save history, culture, and identity of Dogra’s”. 

The plight of the Rohingyas in Jammu revealed that they were 
getting threats from right-wing political parties and the traders. 

 
Youngest daughter of Jahan Rakhta crying for food. (Tehreem Fatima) 
 

 
Widow Hasina Begum, mother of three was threatened to leave past two 
months (Tehreem Fatima) 
 

 
Umar, 7 months old sleeping outside the UNHCR office while his brother sits 
next to him. (Tehreem Fatima) 

Mohammad Ayub (24), his wife Arfa Begum (20), along with his two 
children escaped from Jammu when they started getting threats. He 
worked as a rag-picker in Jammu and earned a living of Rs 50-150 
per day which satisfied their daily needs. 

UNHCR officials in Delhi said, “Refugees and asylum-seekers who 
have moved to Delhi will be benefited from available UNHCR and it's 
partner services which facilitates access to basic services. These 
include health and education, counseling, livelihoods, language 
training and youth and community-based programs.” 

Maybe there is some hope for them. 

But for now, they have no where to go and they have no jobs. The 
wait goes on. 

http://www.catchnews.com/india-news/in-photos-32-rohingya-muslims-wait-outside-delhi-s-unhrc-office-for-justice-59247.html
http://www.catchnews.com/author/tehreem-fatima-1820.html
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Yangon protesters force closure of Muslim schools in Myanmar 

Apr 28, 2017 Updated 1 hr ago 

 
(AP Photo/Thein Zaw). Police officers stand watch as Buddhist nationalists and officials 
close a Muslim madrasa in Tharketa township in the outskirts of Yangon, Myanmar, Friday, 
April 28, 2017. Ultra-nationalist Buddhist monks and their supporters forc... 
 

 
(AP Photo/Thein Zaw). A police officer stands in front of a closed Muslim madrasa as a 
family, at left, looks out, in the outskirts of Yangon, Myanmar, Friday, April 28, 2017. Ultra-
nationalist Buddhist monks and their supporters forced the closing of ... 

 
 
A police officer stands provides security in front of a Muslim madrasa 
in Tharketa township in the outskirts of Yangon, Myanmar, Friday 
 
YANGON, Myanmar (AP) — Ultra-nationalist Buddhist monks and 
their supporters have forced the closing of two Muslim schools in 
Yangon, Myanmar's biggest city, in a reminder that religious strife 
remains a threat to the country's stability. 
 

About a dozen monks and scores of supporters gathered Friday 
afternoon near the two Muslim madrassas while police stood by as 
protesters demanded that local officials close the buildings. The 
raucous three-hour gathering ended when officials agreed to allow 
them to chain the entrances of the two buildings, which the 
protesters claim were built illegally. 

Tensions between Myanmar's overwhelmingly Buddhist population 
and the Muslim minority spread after violent conflict broke out 
between ethnic Rakhine Buddhists and Muslim Rohingya in 2012 in 
western Rakhine state, where the Rohingya are accused of entering 
the country illegally from Bangladesh. 

It appeared that the madrassas were chained shut largely to 
appease the protesters and defuse tension, but it was unclear what 
their long-term fate would be. 

"What happened today was very, very sad to me," said Tin Shwe, a 
Muslim community leader. "I feel like they were bullying to our 
religious. This school has been built for like many years ago and all 
of our generations took care of it." 

A militant organization of Buddhist monks known as Ma Ba Tha has 
spearheaded protests against Muslims. Its leaders have been 
accused of stirring up mob violence leading to the deaths of Muslims 
and destruction of their property around the country. Their 
movement surfaced latent prejudice against Muslims, and makes the 
nationalists a political force that cannot be ignored. 

Most of the anti-Muslim activity has taken place outside of Yangon, 
the country's most cosmoplitan city. In what seemed to be a 
coordinated campaign, anti-Muslim activists last year pressured local 
officials to have Muslim institutional buildings declared illegal and 
torn down. In some cases the activists occupied and dismantled the 
structures themselves. 

Friday's action against the madrassas was unusual because it 
occurred in Yangon, one of the rare times such forced closures have 
happened there. 

The Ma Ba Tha movement had seemed to be in decline for the past 
few years, but the situation that fuelled its growth — the ethnic 
conflict in Rakhine state — remains unresolved. 

More than 100,000 Muslim Rohingya live in squalid displacement 
camps where they were resettled after the 2012 violence. The 
government still refuses to grant citizenship to most of the estimated 
1 million Rohingyas, even though in many cases, they have lived in 
Myanmar for generations. 

Violence heated up late last year when a small armed Rohingya 
insurgency was launched, leading to massive retaliation by 
Myanmar's army, which was accused of carrying out severe human 
rights violations. 

ts-red-carpet-treatment-germany-and-austria 

 

Head of Burmese Army gets red carpet treatment in Germany and Austria 

                

Min Aung Hlaing, head of the Burmese Army, is on a red carpet tour of Germany and Austria. 

 

His soldiers are raping ethnic women, shooting children, bombing 
villages. Instead of applying pressure on him to end abuses, Austria 
and Germany are taking him to dinner, sightseeing, and he has even 
been taken to the factory of a military supplier. 

Tell Austria and Germany, no red carpet for war criminals! 

http://www.heraldcourier.com/news/yangon-protesters-force-closure-of-muslim-schools-in-myanmar/article_bc0e8b14-8f63-532e-b8aa-152d7def8fce.html
https://action.burmacampaign.org.uk/head-burmese-army-gets-red-carpet-treatment-germany-and-austria
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http://www.frontline.in/the-nation/rage-against-refugees/article9658387.ece 

 
 

Rage against refugees 

     
Members of the Jammu Citizens Forum and Team Jammu during a rally against the 
settlement of the Rohingya and Bangladeshis, in Jammu on April 4. Photo:PTI

A view of one of the narrow alleys inside the camp for the Rohingya in Delhi. Photo:Divya Trivedi

Sanjida, a resident of the Delhi camp, who survives by selling snacks. Photo:Divya Trivedi 

The sudden rise in hostility against the Rohingya and calls for 

their deportation underscore the urgent need for a refugee 
protection framework for India. By DIVYA TRIVEDI 

THE past few months saw targeted violence and incitement to 
violence against Muslim Rohingya refugees in the country. 
Seemingly separate incidents converged to create a narrative of 
these refugees being criminal elements who deserved to be ousted 
from the country. 

In the early hours of April 14, five jhuggis, or hutments, belonging to 
Rohingya families were gutted in a fire in the Bhagwati Nagar area of 
Jammu. Earlier, 20-30 masked men thrashed men, women and 
children in Patta Bohri on the outskirts of Jammu and burnt the scrap 
they collected. They also told landlords to evict them or face the 
consequences. 

These incidents came soon after an open threat was issued by the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Jammu, which is affiliated to 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI). In a press conference, Rakesh Gupta, the chamber 
president, had said the State and Central governments should 
ensure that “such settlers should be deported within one month”. He 
asked for “the people on whose land these foreigners” had settled to 
be booked under the Public Safety Act, failing which the chamber 
would launch an “Identify and Kill Movement” against them. The 
chamber called the Rohingya and Bangladeshis “criminals, drug 
traffickers, possible human bombs and harbourers to be used by 
militant organisations, criminals with no record of their names and 
identity disowned by their own countries” and said it would be “no 
offence to deal with such” people. 

A few days before Gupta’s speech, Biju Janata Dal (BJD) member 
Bhartruhari Mahtab raised the issue in the Lok Sabha, claiming that 
40,000 Rohingya had entered India illegally and were being trained 
by the Islamic State to become terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Recalling the 2013 bomb blast in Bodh Gaya, he said, “This reminds 

me of an attack that happened in Bodh Gaya where Indian 
mujahideen was involved.” He also urged the government to “identify 
and remove them”. A Rohingya living in Delhi, who was amused at 
the accusations, said: “Our people do not even know that there is a 
place called Bodh Gaya.” He added that such serious allegations 
should not be made lightly and must be supported with proof. 

A newspaper article claimed that Union Home Secretary Rajiv 
Mehrishi chaired a meeting attended by officials from Jammu and 
Kashmir and Indian intelligence to “make an assessment of illegal 
Rohingya settlers in India and discuss a mechanism for their 
detection, arrest and deportation”. No official confirmation or denial 
was forthcoming from the Ministry regarding the issue, but it may 
have lit the spark in the debate against Rohingya. 

The actual violence that followed sent a wave of fear through 
Rohingya settlements across the country. In Delhi, 47 families living 
in a camp built on land provided by Zakat Foundation are having 
sleepless nights. These people, gathered in the narrow alleyways 
connecting homes or temporary structures made of plastic and 
tarpaulin, are a worried lot. For those like Sanjida, a single mother 
whose husband disappeared in the spate of violence in Myanmar 
and who survives by selling home-made Myanmarese snacks from a 
shack in the camp, such news can be devastating. Noor Fatima, a 
community leader’s wife, who has lived in India for 12 years (in 
Jammu, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and now Delhi), is worried about 
the future. “From where we come, girls of a certain age are sure to 
be raped and killed. We have three daughters and could not risk it. 
So we escaped.” Her husband works as a daily wager in the city 
now. They have long-term visas and UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees) cards and hope the Indian government 
will let them stay because going back to Myanmar is not an option. 
“Back home we don’t have to worry about food, but there is no 
dignity,” she said. 

Ali Johar, perhaps the first Rohingya in India to enrol for graduation 
in Delhi University’s distance learning programme, counters the view 
that Rohingya are prone to extremism. “Our people have been 
coming here for a decade now. How many have radicalised? We are 
stateless and do not even have a document to our names. We are 
thankful to the Indian government for letting us stay here. India is a 
powerful country and nobody in their right mind would want to create 
trouble here,” he toldFrontline. Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Mehbooba Mufti has clarified that “no instance of radicalisation has 
been reported among them so far” and that only 17 first information 
reports (FIRs) had been registered against 38 Rohingya for various 
offences, including illegal border crossing. Most Rohingya escaped 
certain death when they fled Myanmar with only the clothes on their 
backs. “People should empathise with us rather than throw us out of 
the country,” said Maun Abdul Khan, a former interpreter with the 
UNHCR. 

A month ago, Ali’s house, which is the first one in the camp, was 
torched by miscreants, who also locked the doors. Because of a wall 
of bricks, the fire could not spread and the plan to kill them in their 
sleep was foiled, said Ali. He filed a police complaint but nothing 
came of it. Ali also countered the claim of the Jammu chamber that 
Rohingya in Jammu had “illegally crossed” into the State. The 
majority of them have refugee certificates issued by the UNHCR as 
mandated by the Indian government. The UNHCR has registered 
14,000 Rohingya in India, of whom 11,000 have received refugee 
certificates and 3,000 are still asylum seekers. As per official Jammu 
records, there are 5,743 Rohingya living there. The Central 
government claims that there are 40,000 Rohingya in the country, 
but the Rohingya dispute these numbers. Ali said: “As per our own 
records, there might be slightly more, at 20,000.” But the recent 
events have put the fate of asylum seekers yet to receive UNHCR 
refugee certificates in the balance. The police in Jammu have asked 
them to leave the State. “But where will they go?” Ali asked. 

The Rohingya are the most persecuted minority in the world, 
according to the U.N. They have been denied citizenship rights in 
the Arakan country they inhabited for centuries, which has made 
them vulnerable to rights violations and restricted their freedom of 

http://www.frontline.in/the-nation/rage-against-refugees/article9658387.ece
http://www.frontline.in/
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movement, education and ability to hold property. Beginning in 1978, 
several cycles of mass violence unleashed by the military forced 
tens of thousands of them to flee to Bangladesh, India, Thailand, 
Malaysia and other countries. Those who could not flee were left to 
face mass murders, gang rapes, burning of entire villages and 
torture in camps. 

In February, the U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) published a report which documented the human 
rights violations against the Rohingya. In March, U.N. Special 
Rapporteur on Myanmar Yanghee Lee presented her latest findings 
on human rights violations in Myanmar. According to Human Rights 
Watch (HRW), as of March 2017 about 1,20,000 Rohingya were 
displaced in camps in Myanmar’s Rakhine State as a result of the 
violence in 2012, while nearly 1,00,000 displaced persons lived in 
squalid, prison-like conditions in camps within Sittwe, the capital of 
Rakhine. 

According to HRW: “The humanitarian situation for both remaining 
internally displaced persons and newly resettled persons remains 
dire due to restrictions on movement and lack of access to 
livelihoods and basic services.” 

In March, India, at the U.N. Human Rights Council, supported 
through consensus the creation of an international fact-finding 
mission to look into human rights violations in Rakhine. Instead of 
using the term Rohingya, the Myanmarese government calls them 
“Bengali”, which is the term preferred by ultranationalist Buddhists, 
implying illegal migrant status in that country. The Nobel Prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi also calls them the “Muslim community in 
Rakhine State”. The de facto head of state in Myanmar, she has 
been severely criticised for not only allowing but also abetting the 
persecution of the Rohingya in her country. In a recent interview with 
BBC, she denied that there was ethnic cleansing in Rakhine State 
and claimed that two Muslim groups were fighting each other in a 
very hostile situation. 

Ali said: “I agree with her. It is not ethnic cleansing. It is genocide.” 

When the Rohingya reached India, they preferred to go to places like 
Jammu and Hyderabad because of the lower cost of living and 

because it was easier for the community to assimilate and find work 
as domestic servants or ragpickers, said Maung Abdul Khan. But 
they could not have foreseen the hostility that followed. In February, 
huge hoardings came up in Jammu that said, “Wake up Jammu. 
Rohingyas, Bangladeshis quit Jammu. Let us all Jammuites unite to 
save history, culture and identity of Dogras”, and were signed by 
Harsh Dev Singh, chairman, Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers 
Party (JKNPP). A Hindu right-wing party, the JKNPP had alleged a 
conspiracy to make demographic change in Jammu after BJP 
member Hunar Gupta petitioned the Jammu High Court to identify 
and deport the Rohingya. 

Reacting to calls to deport the Rohingya, Amnesty International India 
released a strong statement saying that it would amount to “a 
flagrant violation of international law” if India took any measures to 
forcibly return Rohingya refugees and asylum seekers to Myanmar, 
where they are at risk of serious human rights violations. “Indian 
authorities know very well the abuses the Rohingya community have 
been facing in Myanmar. Deporting them and abandoning them to 
their fates would be unconscionable,” said Raghu Menon of Amnesty 
International India. Forcing them to go back to Myanmar would 
violate the international principle of non-refoulement, which is 
recognised in customary international law and is binding on India, 
which forbids states from forcibly returning people to a country 
where they would be at real risk of serious human rights violations. 
India is also party to other international treaties that recognise this 
principle, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

“As a country aspiring to a larger global role, India needs to urgently 
sign the Refugee Convention and put in place a robust domestic 
framework to protect refugee rights,” Raghu Menon said. 

Despite being home to thousands of refugees, India is not a 
signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention or the 1967 Protocol 
Relating to the Status of Refugees, nor does it have a domestic legal 
refugee protection framework. 

The treatment of refugees falls largely under the Foreigners Act of 
1946, which makes no distinction between asylum seekers, refugees 
and other foreigners.  
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Fire in Century-Old Rathedaung Township Mosque Under Investigation 
 

 
Muslim residents exit Zay Di Pyin mosque on Tuesday night.  / Rakhine Gazette / Facebook 

By Moe Myint 26 April 2017 

RANGOON – The 100-year-old Zay Di Pyin mosque in a rural area 
of northern Arakan State’s Rathedaung Township escaped extensive 
damage by a blaze on Tuesday night, a police official said. 

Zay Di Pyin village, which is around 12 kilometers from Rathedaung 
town, is located in an area with a strong border police force 
presence. Around 80 homes in the 1,000-person community belong 
to Muslim families, said self-identifying Muslim Rohingya resident of 
Zay Di Pyin Al-Haj Zawhie Thra. 

A fire broke out in the village’s mosque, which is located near the 
market and a Buddhist monastery, at around 10 p.m. on Tuesday 
during a prayer session. Residents phoned the village administrator 
to report the incident immediately, but the village head was away, 
leaving Muslim community members to get the blaze under control 

themselves—Buddhist Arakanese villagers near the mosque also 
helped in the efforts, Zawhie Thra said. 

While rumors have circulated online about the cause of the fire, both 
Zawhie Thra and Buddhist Arakanese resident Ko Maung Soe Win 
described the situation as having been “misread” by members the 
community, as the fire’s source remains unknown. 

“No one knows who did it. So, how can we assume who was behind 
this?” Zawhie Thra said. 

What Caused the Fire? 

According to Rathedaung police—who spoke to The Irrawaddy on 
the condition of anonymity—a report by the border guard police 
stated that the building itself did not suffer damage in the fire, but 
that 50,000 kyats worth of books and prayer mats were destroyed. 

The border police reportedly also detained an imam from the 
mosque, and eight Muslim residents who were involved in putting 
out the fire, releasing them the following morning. Rathedaung police 
told The Irrawaddy that the border police suspected that the fire had 
started when the muezzin—the individual who calls Muslims to 
prayer—had left candles burning, which later fell and subsequently 
burned nearby objects. 

“Temporarily, the border police have opened the case under Article 
285, [which concerns] negligence involving fire. They will conduct a 
further investigation into the relevant persons,” said the Rathedaung 
official. 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fire-century-old-rathedaung-township-mosque-investigation.html
https://goo.gl/f6QSS5
https://goo.gl/f6QSS5
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Article 285 of Burma’s penal code states that anyone who causes a 
potentially life threatening fire can be punished with a maximum of 
three years prison and a fine. 

Yet local Muslim sources told The Irrawaddy that the Zay Pyi Din 
mosque has been using solar power for light, rather than candles, 
and questioned the conclusions in the border police report. 

One villager added that copies of the Holy Qu’ran and other books 
are normally kept on shelves and tables, but that he had witnessed 
the burning texts piled on the prayer rugs, on the floor. The 
Irrawaddy could not independently verify this eyewitness statement. 

Buddhist Arakanese resident of the village Ko Maung Soe Win said 
that the fire he saw was small and had not damaged the structure of 
the mosque, to his knowledge. He criticized other eyewitnesses for 
taking photos of the blaze rather than gathering water to put it out. 

The border police allegedly confiscated the mobile phones of those 
who took photos inside of the mosque. 

Zawhie Thra and Ko Maung Soe Win noted that Zay Di Pyin was 
spared the violence of riots that spread through several of the state’s 
townships in 2012. Yet, in November 2016, the mosque also caught 
fire, which reportedly started from within a wardrobe. Police have not 
identified a responsible party in the incident, and it remains a 
“puzzle,” said Zawhie Thra. 

Local sources told The Irrawaddy that the situation in Zay Di Pyin 
has returned to that which it was before the fire broke out. 

The Irrawaddy phoned the President’s Office on Wednesday, as well 
as Arakan State government officials on Tuesday, but was unable to 
reach any of these authorities for comment on the incident. 
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We Were Raped and Tortured. We Refuse to Hide Our Faces.             
Story by Shafiur Rahman         
Photos by Shafiur Rahman     
 4.26.17 

Members of the Muslim minority in Myanmar suffered unspeakable violence, then devastating rejection after fleeing to neighboring 
Bangladesh. Both countries’ governments would rather ignore these survivors, but they vow to have a voice. 

This story originally appeared in Latterly, a new quarterly magazine for international reporting.We’ve partnered with 
Latterly to give Narratively readers a free download of the 2016 Latterly Anthology. Just sign up for their newsletter. 

In January, while visiting a refugee settlement in Ukhiya 
Upazila, Bangladesh, I interviewed a woman whose daughter 
had been killed in front of her in Myanmar. Behind her, inside 
a hut, a group of ethnic Rohingyas – Muslims driven across 
the border by violence – were holding a meeting. They heard 
my questions and invited me in. 

Several people were inside, some of them girls as young as 
fourteen. The meeting organizer asked them to show their 
hands if they had been assaulted. Three went up. 

“He is a journalist,” she said, repeating the request. “Tell 
him.” 

All the hands went up. 

Then they took off their niqabs, declaring that their dignity 
had been taken by the Burmese army. They had been raped 
and tortured in front of their families and communities. Many 
had seen family members, including babies and young 

children, butchered in front of them. They saw no reason to 
hide their faces if it meant telling the world what happened to 
their homes and loved ones in Myanmar. 

Anwara: “They kept me as long as they wanted to. Those who came at eight 
p.m. raped me till twelve a.m., and those who came at twelve a.m. stayed till 
one a.m. In this way, they did whatever they wanted.” 

http://narrative.ly/we-were-raped-and-tortured-we-refuse-to-hide-our-faces/
http://narrative.ly/author/shafiur-rahman/
https://members.latterly.org/subscribe/?source=narratively
https://members.latterly.org/newsletter/
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In early January, the government of Aung San Suu Kyi took 
unusual action against soldiers depicted on a viral video 
rounding up and beating people in a Rohingya village. She 
detained several officers and launched an investigation into 
that case. But there has never been a broad investigation 
into the scores of more serious allegations of murder, 
burnings and rape of Rohingya in Rakhine state. The U.N. in 
February released a report detailing “devastating cruelty,” 
and the researcher Azeem Ibrahim dubbed the violence in 
his 2016 book as “Myanmar’s Hidden Genocide.” 

Now there’s a new dynamic as Rohingya flee across the 
border to Bangladesh, where the government refuses to 
grant them legal status. The women I spoke to here have 
been left to beg, dependent on humanitarian aid and at risk 
of trafficking. They will receive no psychological support for 
the trauma they experienced. 

Worse, already a virulent anti-Rohingya sentiment has taken 
hold in parts of society in southern Bangladesh. The 
Rohingya, it is believed, are thieves, drug traffickers and 
terrorists. Rohingya cause environmental destruction, and 
they run off with Bangladeshi women. The list of warrantless 
allegations is long. I spoke with people who believe the 
Rohingya must have done something to bring the Burmese 
wrath on themselves. 

 
Tasmina: “After burning our house and slaughtering my father, they 
were trying to take me away. My mother yanked at me. Soon 
afterwards, they slaughtered my mother, too. Then, they took me 
into an empty house. About ten to fifteen of them abused me.” 

Driving through Ukhiya, one can’t help but notice women, 
infants, children and elderly men sitting by the roadside. 
They stretch out their hands as vehicles drive past. But their 
presence has not engendered sympathy from the locals. 
Instead, it has resulted in an astonishing plan by the 
Bangladeshi government to relocate Rohingya refugees to a 
remote and uninhabitable island called Hatiya. 

“It has to be assured by taking preventive measures,” the 
government declared, “that they cannot spread out and mix 
with the locals.” 

Doulu: “They beat my husband so hard that he couldn’t move. We 
all carried him, but we had to leave him on the other side. I couldn’t 
locate my little one. I found the other three children.” 

Rashida: “They hauled my husband away. I don’t know if he was 
killed or where they’d taken him. They took my young daughter and 
slaughtered her in front of me. I saw this. At night, the child’s body 
was covered with clothes and secretly buried by the people.” 

Nur Qaida: “They taunted me and tortured me. They put the video of 
my rape on the internet. They put me up as a daughter of poor 
parents being abused by the Mog [the predominant ethnic group in 
Rakhine state, mainly Buddhist] and the military.” 

 

 

 

                                            


